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The last few weeks at Venture have been 
particularly dreamy. The days when we decide 
to climb the hills are definitely some of the most 
memorable. But there has been something else 
which has been really incredible to watch, 
another way in which the children can change 
their perspective, and this has been tree 
climbing. It is the first time that we have 
experienced the older children deciding to 
really push themselves and get as high as they 
can. Of course, a wonderful benefit of climbing 
trees is that it can suit every child so the 
younger or less abled children can also join in, 
hanging around on the lower branches. All the 
time watching, learning from and aspiring to be 
the child high up in the tree smiling and looking 
down on everyone. You may not know that this 
simple activity has so many incredible benefits 
for a child.  We all have memories of being alone 

high up in a tree with a wonderful sense of freedom and feeling alive. You are so aware of 
being almost wrapped inside a beautiful piece of nature and feeling suddenly strong and 
confident. Think about by way of comparison a child climbing on play equipment compared 
to a tree. The tree climbing child is working with something unpredictable and needs a lot 
more focus and concentration. It is an exceptionally sensory experience and one that is 
proven to rapidly develop spatial reasoning skills and form complex neural networks in the 
brain. You need to be a problem solver and have a resilient can-do attitude, developing 
flexibility not only of the body but of the mind.  

During our recent interviews for a leader at the kindergarten, we have met many reception 
teachers. One of our questions to them has been ‘what do you feel are the most important 
traits for children to have when they come into school.’ Their answers have resoundingly 

 

 



 
 

been that there is an immense concern that so many children are arriving in the school 
classroom unable to do things for themselves and unable to cope due to a lack of focus, 
determination and resilience. The seven traits of resilience are: insight, independence, 
relationships, initiative, creativity, humour, and morality. Studies of risky play have 
identified four characteristics in a resilient child: social competence, problem-solving skills, 
autonomy and sense of purpose and future. All of these traits can potentially be derived 
from tree climbing. Well, we can very proudly say that we have been striving to ensure that 
for every child we send on from Venture Outdoor Kindergarten to school a lot of work has 
been put in to ensure that they have these qualities. How brilliant therefore that rather 
than sitting them down to do phonics and maths lessons (the teachers we spoke to all said 
that sadly this is what far too many preschools are doing) we have been climbing trees!  

Come and speak to us 

Please remember we are always here for you 
to talk. Between us all, we have experience of 
most things and we would gladly be a 
listening ear. You can always email to arrange 
a chat. 

Parent survey 

Thank you to all those who have 
completed our parent survey, it is really 
helpful to us to have your feedback. We 
look at the results very carefully and even 
a very slight indication that you are not 
100% happy with something means we 
can evaluate our practice and tweak 
things accordingly. We are continually 
striving to make Venture the very best 
that we can.  Please also feel free to give 
constructive criticism at any other time in 
order to help us achieve our very best. 
Here’s the link to the survey, if you 
haven’t yet completed it. 

Invoicing 

From September we will be changing our charging policy and invoices will be issued termly 
rather than half termly. If anyone anticipates this being a problem please let us know.  
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Parking 

We are aware that there have been some complaints recently regarding parking in the 
square. It would be really helpful to us and our reputation in the village if when possible you 
could park up near the Sunbay Hotel. Thank you. 

 

School transition 

We would really like to compile some photo 
books of the local schools the children are 
attending in order to prepare the children who 
are moving on to school in September. We 
thought a photo of the reception classroom, the 
teacher and classroom assistants, toilets, library, 
dining area. We hope to dispel some of the 
children’s fear of the unknown. If anyone feels 
they could take these photos perhaps whilst on 
a visit and then email them to us it would be 
really helpful. Please let us know.  

Parents meetings will be arranged to discuss 

your child's school transition reports the weeks 

beginning 24th June and 1st July. 

 

We have invited all of the reception teachers 
to come and visit your child at Venture so that 
they can observe them in a relaxed 
environment with their friends. This will also 
be a good opportunity for us to be able to 
share information and our experiences of your 
child with their new teachers. We will also be 
following up on the transition process by 
asking the schools to provide feedback once 
they have started school. This will enable us to 
work more closely with individual schools and 
fine tune our practice with regards to 
preparing the children for school. 
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Summer term Parent get-together 

Come along for our fun summer term evening 
where you will learn more about Venture, our ethos 
and how we are preparing your child for school and 
the world beyond.. In order to show you exactly 
how our daily routine is used to nurture and teach 
your child, we would like to take you on a journey 
where you will experience what it is like for them. 
Your journey will begin at the Reading Rooms at 
8pm on Tuesday 11th June. We will take you out on 
the rope bus to our chosen destination, where we 
will stop for drinks, snacks, discussion and 
activities. We invite you to please bring along a 
backpack stuffed with drinks and snacks of your 
choice (alcohol is permitted).   

 

 

Leavers’ celebration 

We will be holding a celebration for our leavers on Tuesday 
16th July at 2 pm in the woods. All parents are invited, we 
ask that you meet us at the bottom of the slope into our 
woods area at 2 pm. The children really love sharing the 
experience of being in the woods with you, and they will 
spend time beforehand preparing and decorating the area 
ready to show it to you. There will be some singing and party 
food before the leavers are presented with their leaving gifts. 
Children who don’t usually attend on a Tuesday are invited 
too! They should meet us with their parents at the bottom of 
the slope at 2pm. We will finish at the usual Tuesday time of 
3:30 pm. Please could you confirm whether your child will 

be attending the Leavers’ Celebration and how many guests they will be bringing along. 
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We hope that you all have a lovely half term break and we look forward to seeing everyone 
back the week beginning 3rd May. 

Jenny, Zoe, Sarah and Jasmine.  
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