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What on earth are they doing?! Is the look we have been given from onlookers many times 

so far this term. As we battle our way through the wind and the rain or sit having a picnic in 

a squall.  We were even offered shelter in someone's house on the day of the hail, which of 

course we declined. Because the 

answer is that we are having a lot 

of fun, learning and embedding 

some incredible memories. Just 

think of how many children, some 

of our own included, were in a 

stuffy classroom missing these 

life-affirming moments of wild 

weather.  We have done a lot of 

reflecting recently as in January we 

reached the milestone of being 

open for a whole year. There is still 

not a day that goes by when we don’t remark to one another how utterly wonderful it has 

been and how lucky we are.  

We have children who have been with us for a year and a half  this term, and some new 

children who have just joined us. We would like to welcome our new families and we are 

very happy with how well the children have settled. As ever we have been really proud of 

the children as they help one another and happily show new children the ropes.   

At Venture we like to take a long time observing, listening and taking notes on what the 

children talk about and what they are interested in. The adults discuss the children before 

 

 



 
 

they arrive, whilst they are with us and when they have gone home. We think about them at 

home and often lie awake wondering how we can improve their environment. Every child’s 

wellbeing and happiness is carefully discussed and we tweak things accordingly. We sit with 

the children for extraordinarily long periods of time chatting and listening to each other. 

Everyone's thoughts and who they are as individuals is valued. They are always engaged 

and interested and this means that we very quickly get to know new children and, in turn, 

they also learn about each other.  

One of the challenges we have talked about recently is not getting caught up in the 

pressure parents increasingly feel under for their child to achieve things by a certain age. 

We find that all of us happily discuss with other parents the differences in reaching 

milestones such as walking, talking or weaning. But when it comes to literacy, for example, 

we can feel panic and competition if they are not at the same level as their peers. At 

Venture we never force the children to move from one planned activity to the next, ticking 

off on a sheet when all of the children have completed it. We feel this presents the danger 

of eventually dulling their desire to learn. We have seen first hand how quickly this 

approach can turn a child off learning and how it squashes their imagination, fascination 

and curiosity. How wrong it would feel to force a child to do a counting activity when they 

may have woken up that morning with a yearning to create. Instead we allow the children 

to take the reins. In fact, our aim is that for the majority of the day the adult presence is 

hardly noticed.  

“When you teach a child something you take away forever his chance of discovering 

it for himself” 

 Jean Piaget. 

Each child is treated individually and we try to create an environment whereby it is the 

children who are eager to learn, they are hungry for it and inspired. They are experiencing 

real things in a real and dynamic environment which is changing from day to day, season to 

season and year to year. Therefore it makes sense, it applies to them, it is relevant. Last 

week one child asked where the hail had gone, I answered that I wasn’t sure, allowing him 

to think. After a while he said, “I think actually it has gone back into the sky”.  Another child 

remarked, “No it has melted” and someone else said, “Yes in the rain”.  

For the children who have been with us for over a year, we have worked predominantly on 

their social skills, empathy, confidence and self-esteem. Some of these children are now 
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beginning naturally to want to take things a step further and that is because they feel 

ready, confident and inspired to take on a new challenge.   

We have had the pleasure this term of inviting other practitioners to the setting for 

interviews and we have had some really lovely feedback. One lady said how she had read 

the website and looked at our Facebook page over and over, and thought that she had a 

good idea of what we were all about. However, having spent a day with us realised that in 

fact there were no words to describe the magic she had witnessed and it would be 

impossible for anyone to properly understand what is happening and how unique it is!   

 

That is enough of blowing our own trumpets, we would like to thank all of you, our 

wonderful families, who put so much trust in us and so often share your enthusiasm and 

support for what we do. But most importantly thank you for providing us with such a 

fantastic group of children to release our passion and wisdom on. We enjoy every moment 

we get with them. Oh and thank you for not complaining about the washing!  

 

 

 

Kit 

If possible please provide your child with a 

comfortable backpack which they can fasten at the 

front. Some children struggle with their bag and this 

can impact on their enjoyment of the day. We think 

that Jack Wolfskin’s ‘Little Joe’ is the best.  

 

Healthy Lunch 

Please provide your child with a healthy lunch. We 

have a no crisps, chocolate/sweets policy. 

Remember that we do not impose rules about the 

order in which the children consume their food so 

please only supply food which you are happy for your 
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child to eat. It would be great if we could continue to do our bit to cut back on unnecessary 

packaging. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER WE HAVE A NO NUTS OR SESAME POLICY AS WE HAVE SEVERAL 

CHILDREN WITH ALLERGIES. 

 

Contact details 

Please inform us if any of your details change. We need to declare your address to the Early 

Years funding team. We also would like to ensure we have up to date telephone numbers 

so that we know we can get hold of you during the day. 

 

 

Next Steps 

We have now added ‘next steps’ on Tapestry for all of 

the children. This shows you what we are currently 

working on with your child. We will comment on 

these observations as we note relevant 

improvements in these areas. We may have 

particular strategies we are using so do ask if you 

would like any tips. Please do remember to look at 

Tapestry it is a wonderful way for you to see what 

your child has been doing and sharing it with them at 

home. They often ask for us to show you things which 

we photograph and add to the day's observation. 
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What to expect when 

This Ofsted document which is aimed at parents understanding their child’s learning and 

development has recently been updated. We have a copy on the noticeboard at the 

Reading Rooms or follow this link: 

http://ventureok.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/what-to-expect-when-1.pdf 

to view it on our website.It highlights what to expect at each stage and offers some ideas 

on things you can do at home. 

 

Photo Album 

We have a photo album which we put out each day of the children’s families or 

holidays/recent events. The children love to share these with us and their friends so please 

keep them coming. It is a great conversation starter and also helps if a child is struggling to 

settle or is feeling sad. 

 

Family picnic and sandcastle competition 

Saturday 30th March at 11 am - 1.30pm, Harbour Beach, Hope Cove. 

Come along with as many family members as you can muster to enter our sandcastle 

building competition! To enter we will be asking for donations towards funds for our 

garden. All current, past and future children and their families and friends are invited! 

Bring your own picnic and drinks. 

More details to follow. 

  

 

Places for September 

Let us know if you would like additional days from September. We have several places 

available. Please also pass on to friends to get their child’s name down on the waiting list. 
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Garden help 

We are having a meeting this week with 

David our liaison for the Reading Rooms 

to talk about the garden. As we are sure 

you have noticed it has become a bit of 

a mud bath. We would really like to 

landscape the area to make it more 

user-friendly and perhaps add a seating 

area with a shelter and fire pit. If anyone 

feels they could help us with this in any 

way please let us know!  

 

People who can pick up your child 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE KNOW WHO 

IS PICKING YOUR CHILD UP AT THE END 

OF THE DAY AND THAT THEY KNOW 

YOUR SAFEWORD. THANK YOU. 

 

Please could you check with us that we have the correct details on our registration 

forms regarding adults who have permission to collect your children. 
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Our last day before half term is Thursday 14th February and we return on Tuesday 

26th. We hope you all have a lovely week and look forward to lots more fun and 

adventures! 

 

Jenny, Zoe and Charlotte. 
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