
 

 
Venture Outdoor Kindergarten 

Newsletter Summer 1.       11.05.18 

 

Please read this newsletter it contains important information for you and your child. 

The children have all made so much progress since our last 

newsletter and so many of them are now really beginning to 

show a new confidence in what can be a very challenging 

environment. We can see their independence increasing and 

lovely new friendships being formed. For the first few weeks of 

term we enjoyed showing the children our new forest area. To get 

up to this they have to climb a big muddy slope using a rope and 

we have been amazed at the resilience and determination they 

have shown. The rope has numbers on it and they are so pleased 

with themselves as they reach the top and shout down to their 

friends that they’ve made it to number 12!  We have spent some 

of the recent sunny days lying in the grass and talking about the 

clouds or rolling down a big grassy hill.  We feel so proud during 

these beautiful moments to be giving them the opportunity to experience simple pleasures with their 

friends, away from indoor noise and toys which so often leave nothing to the imagination. We are 

really encouraged by the wonderful conversations we have with the children everyday. With the quiet 

environment and small ratios there is so much opportunity for communication and language at 

Venture. We amble along on the rope bus (which in itself is teaching them to negotiate, problem solve 

and to be aware of others), talking about what they can see, asking questions, commenting upon the 

world around them or asking about what the signs say. What better way to learn about rhyme and to 

promote awareness of caring for their environment than for them to discover for themselves the little 

sign with a fish which tells them ‘only rain down the drain’? They chat to each other about what they 

did at the weekend or the games they want to play when they get to wherever we are headed. They 

are really beginning to take into account what others are saying. There is always something going on 

 

 



 
 

in Hope Cove to watch and learn from. Last week it was watching the Hope Cove lifeboat as the crew 

launched it with the tractor, then winched the trailer back up with a landrover.. We get so many 

positive comments from people as we walk past who are all so delighted to see a line of very 

inquisitive children with rosy cheeks and big smiles! 

 

Parent questionnaire 

We have devised a questionnaire so that we can gain useful feedback 

on our provision. We would be grateful if you could click on the link 

below and complete this. We would also always welcome feedback at 

any time so please don’t hesitate to email us or call if there is anything 

you would like to tell us. 

It would be really nice if we could have some feedback from the children 

as well, anything that they may have already mentioned at home good 

and bad, or please ask them and let us know. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CGHF8F5 

 

Kit 

We are aware that it is sometimes difficult to know what the children should wear and there are 

obviously more things to think about as the seasons change as well, but it makes an enormous 

difference to their day when they have the right kit. Some of the children are struggling to walk with 

their bags as they are either too big or heavy or slip off their shoulders. Please remember that they 

have to carry everything themselves. Flasks can be too heavy for the younger children and please 

check that their actual lunchboxes and drinks bottles are not weighing them down as some of these 

are heavy even before you add the food.  We have some perfect examples which are usually just 

putting everything in paper bags or cloth lunch bags. If you would like more information on these 

please ask. Corinna also offers some great ‘nerdy tips’ (her words) if anyone wants to ask her. 

The best backpacks are made by Jack Wolfskin or Deuter and have a clip at the front. 

Backpack contents should ONLY be: 

Small bag of spare clothes in the bottom (pants, 

leggings, long sleeved top), 

Spare carrier bag for wet items, 

Lunch at the top, 
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Snack and drink in a side or front pocket. 

 

Suncream 

Please remember to apply sunscreen to your child in the morning. We will only re-apply in the 

afternoon using our own bottle therefore it is not necessary for you to send cream in with your child 

unless you have informed us by email that they need to use a specific brand. 

 

Independence 

A parent asked us the other day what we thought school 

readiness was.  For us the most important thing for the 

children who come to Venture is that they gain 

confidence and resilience, that they are self motivated, 

excited and interested in learning so that when we send 

them off to school their minds are open and they are 

receptive to learning. All of this is achieved through play 

and having fun and teaching them to be independent 

both in self care and learning. The children gain a lot of 

confidence when they learn that they can do things for 

themselves and we see this happening every day that we 

are with them. Please ensure that you are also helping 

them to achieve independence by making the simple 

things like snack and lunch times achievable for them. We ask that their snack is easily accessible in a 

side or front pocket of their bag and that they are able to open their food by themselves..   

 

Wine and cheese night 

We would like to invite parents and grandparents to a wine and cheese evening in the Reading 

Rooms on the 7th June at 8 pm. This will be an opportunity for you to talk to us about how your child 

is progressing and what we are trying to achieve at the Kindergarten. We will have some information 

to give to you on how the children learn, ways you can help them at home  and our routines of the 

day. We would also like to use this as an opportunity to make donations to the Hope Cove 

breakwater fund. Tickets will be available for you to buy from us soon.  
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Parents meetings 

We would like to invite parents of children who will be starting school in September to meet with their 

key person to discuss their school transition and reports. This will also be an opportunity for you to 

talk to us about any concerns you or your child have and to add to the report before we send it to 

their reception teacher.  If possible we would like you to arrange to come on a day that suits you 

during the week beginning 9th July between 2:30 pm and pick up time. Please email us or speak to 

Zoe or Jenny to arrange an appointment. 

 

Leavers celebration 

We will be having a leavers celebration on Tuesday 17th July, 2:30 pm - 3.30 pm and everyone is 

invited. If your child would like to come but does not usually attend on a Tuesday please bring them 

along at 2:30 pm. There will be a little performance by the children followed by snacks and playing in 

the garden.  

 

Notebooks 

This week we have started to give the children 

notebooks and pencils in Tuff bags these are 

for them to use in whatever way they would 

like. It is important to us that the children are 

not coerced into doing anything with these by 

an adult. We would like it to be entirely 

child-led. They have been very excited about 

them and it has certainly encouraged lots of 

mark making and writing so far... 

 

 

We break up for half term on Thursday 24th May returning on Tuesday 5th June. Please could you let 

us know by half term which days you would like your child to attend from September. If anyone 

would like to swap from a Thursday to Tuesdays or Wednesdays there is an opportunity for you to 

do this as well. 
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Lastly but very importantly please remember to check Tapestry for information on your child’s 

development and their time with us at Venture, feel free to also add your own comments from 

home.  Please keep looking at the website for lots of information that will help you to support 

your child. 
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