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Reading for Pleasure Policy 
 
At Unique Academy, we believe that reading is extremely powerful faculty which Allaah, the Most High, has 
given to human beings which is evident by the first Surah ever revealed, Surah Al Alaq 96, which begins: 
 

 اقَْرأْ بِاْسِم َرب َِك الَِّذي َخلَقَ 
1. Read! In the Name of your Lord, Who has created (all that exists) 

نَساَن ِمْن َعلَق    َخلََق اْْلِ
2. Has created man from a clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood). 

 اقَْرأْ َوَربَُّك اْْلَْكَرم  
3. Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous 

(Surah Al Alaq, The Clot, 96, Verses: 1 – 3)  
 
For this reason, at Unique Academy, we believe that active encouragement of reading should be the core 
part of every child’s educational entitlement, whatever their background. Extensive reading and exposure 
to a wide range of texts makes a huge contribution to pupils’ educational achievement.  
 

Aims 
 
Our aim is to provide experiences and learning which will enable children to: 

• To develop different strategies to approach reading. 

• To provide children with a rich curriculum, which encourages extensive reading of whole books 
and other kinds of texts.  

• To give children access to a wide range of texts in different formats and genres whilst gaining an 
increased level of fluency, accuracy, independence and understanding.  

• To develop positive attitudes towards books so that reading is a pleasurable activity both in 
school and at home.  

• To provide parents with the information they need to support school in its aims to promote 
reading for enjoyment.  

• Children will use their reading skills as an integral part of their learning throughout the entire 
curriculum. 

 
The children should: 

• Relate reading to their own experiences and environment. 

• Have a daily opportunity to read silently or share books with the realisation that reading time is 
valuable and should occupy everyone’s attention, including that of the teacher.  

• Acquire research skills necessary for the use of dictionaries, atlases and other information books. 

• Develop the ability to read aloud to others with appropriate expression. 

• Children in KS1 will read aloud to an adult on a regular basis.  

• Be able to discuss books they have read, relating to plot, characters, themes and their own 
responses. 

• Be encouraged to continue the reading process at home. 

• Gain confidence and enjoyment to promote lifelong reading. 
 
The teacher should: 

 

• Plan interesting, varied and enjoyable lessons in which books and stories are talked about 

• Read aloud (Islamic books with good morals and for character development, fiction and non-
fiction) regularly 

• Keep records of children’s achievements through evidence collated in English lessons, and 
teacher assessments including whole school tracking system.  

• Value books and show an interest in them by setting a personal example. 
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• Provide an attractive and imaginative environment through English displays including various 
types of books, labels, captions, instructions and questions. 

• Use role play to help children to understand the access texts 

• Highlight the specific links between reading and writing. 

• Actively and consistently encourage reading for pleasure, both in and out of school. 
 
The school should: 

• Maintain reading as a valued, high profile activity which accesses the whole of the curriculum. 

• Maintain a varied class reading area and introduce children to a wider range of fiction which 
has depth and interest in story, character, illustration, vocabulary, structure and subject 
matter 

• Ensure texts for each key stage are maintained and supplemented appropriately  

• Consider new and innovative resources available to support the teaching and learning of 
reading.  

• Look for opportunities to invite book authors/illustrators into the school to help children 
understand the process of creating books 

• Carry out checks and audits of classroom reading books to ensure that they remain 
appropriate, varied and suitable.  

 
Equal opportunities: 

• Staff recognise the need to foster a positive attitude to reading with all children regardless of 
gender, ability or background. Provision of resources, teaching time and the organisation of the 
class library will endeavour to provide all children with equality of opportunity.  

 
National Curriculum 

• The EYFS Statutory Framework and the new National Curriculum outline which areas should be 
covered in each year group. This is included in the Appendix of this policy. 

 

Resources  

• A range of fiction and non-fiction books will be kept in each classroom. 

• Banded books based on difficulty will be available in each classroom.



3 
 

 


