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History Policy 

“Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for people of understanding…” (12:111) 

At Unique Academy, History is taught to stimulate the children’s interest and understanding about the life of people 
who lived in the past. We teach children a sense of chronology, and through this they develop a sense of identity and 
a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage. Thus they learn to value their own and other people’s 
cultures in modern multicultural Britain and, by considering how people lived in the past, they are better able to 
make their own life choices today. In our school history makes a significant contribution to citizenship education by 
teaching about how Britain and Islamic societies worldwide developed. We teach children to understand how events 
in the past have influenced our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events and, by so doing, to 
develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem-solving. 

Aims 

The aims of history at Unique Academy are: 
 
• To foster in children an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables them to enjoy all that 
history has to offer; 

• To enable children to know about significant events in British and Islamic history and to appreciate how things have 
changed over time; 

• To develop a sense of chronology in both Islamic and British history; 

• To know and understand how the British system of democratic government has developed and, in so doing, to 
contribute to a child’s citizenship education; 

• To have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in Islamic Civilization and wider world; 

• To help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of their cultural heritage; 

• To develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation. 
 

Intent 

At Unique Academy, we teach History through coherently planned lessons to help teachers ensure they have progressively covered 

the skills and concepts required in the National Curriculum. History aims to develop historical skills and concepts which are 

transferable to whatever period of history is being studied and will equip children for future learning. These key historical skills and 

concepts, which are revisited throughout different units, are: Historical Interpretations; Historical Investigations; Chronological 

Understanding; Knowledge and Understanding of Events, People and Changes in the Past; Presenting, Organising and 

Communicating. 

The coverage of recent history in KS1 such as ‘Toys’ enables children to acquire an understanding of time, events and people in their 

memory and their parents’ and grandparents’ memories. For KS1, we have designed a curriculum that can be covered 

chronologically in reverse to allow a full opportunity for children to really grasp the difficult concept of the passing of time, which 

will lay the foundation for chronological work as they in lower key stage 2. We also aim to cover Islamic history through ‘British 

Muslim Heritage’ studies in KS1 where pupils will spend a half term learning about the contribution of famous personalities from 

Muslim backgrounds. 

 

Implementation 
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In order for children to know more and remember more in each area of history studied, we have structured lessons in sequence 

whereby prior learning is always considered and opportunities for revision of facts and historical understanding are built into lessons. 

This ensures that revision becomes part of good practice and ultimately helps build a depth to children’s historical understanding. 

Through revisiting and consolidating skills, our lesson will help children build on prior knowledge alongside introducing new skills 

and challenge. The revision and introduction of key vocabulary is built into each lesson. This vocabulary is then included 

in display materials and additional resources to ensure that children are allowed opportunities to repeat and revise this 

knowledge. 

Through our history lessons, we intend to inspire pupils to develop a love of Islamic, British and World history and see 
how it has shaped the world they live in. 

 

Impact 

The impact of using the full range of resources, including display materials, will be seen across Unique Academy school 

which will increase the profile of history. The learning environment across the school will be more consistent with 

historical technical vocabulary displayed, spoken and used by all learners. Whole-school and parental engagement will 

be improved through the use of history-specific home learning tasks and opportunities suggested in lessons and 

overviews for wider learning. We want to ensure that history is enjoyed by pupils across school, therefore encouraging 

them to want to continue building on this wealth of historical knowledge and understanding, now and in the future. 

Impact can also be measured through key questioning skills built into lessons and summative assessments aimed at 

targeting next steps in learning. 

 

Teaching and learning  

History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on examining historical 
artifacts and primary sources. In each key stage we give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical significance. 
We encourage visitors to come into the school and talk about their experiences of events in the past. We recognise 
and value the importance of stories in history teaching and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest 
in the past. We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways and 
that they should always ask searching questions, such as ‘how do we know?’, about information they are given. 

The contribution of history to other subjects  

English 
History contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the skills of reading, 
writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use English are historical in nature. Children develop through 
discussing historical questions or presenting their findings to the rest of the class. They develop their writing ability by 
composing reports and letters and through using writing frames. 

Mathematics 
History teaching contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways. Children learn to use numbers when 
developing a sense of chronology through doing activities such as time-lines. Children learn to interpret information 
presented in graphical or diagrammatic form, for example they study the impact of the plague by analysing population 
statistics. 

Information technology (IT) 
We use IT in history teaching where appropriate and we meet the statutory requirement for children to use computing 
as part of their work in history. Children use IT in history to enhance their skills in in researching for information using 
the Internet. Children will learn to use the digital camera to record and use photographic images and they will learn 
how to communicate by sending an e-mail. 

Halaqah, Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health education. Children develop 
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self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a number of social questions such as how society 
should respond to poverty and homelessness. They discover how to be active citizens by learning how laws are made 
and changed, and they learn how to recognise and challenge stereotypes and to appreciate that prejudice and 
discrimination is a harmful aspect of society. They learn how society is made up of people from different cultures and 
start to develop tolerance and respect for others. 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
When teaching history, we contribute to the children’s spiritual development where possible. Children learn 
about how British society has changed over time. The history programme of study enables children to 
understand that Britain’s rich cultural heritage can be further enriched by the multi-cultural British society as 
well as through the study of the Islamic civilization. 

Assessments  

We assess children’s work in history by making informal judgments as we observe them during each history lesson. On 
completion of a piece of work, the teacher marks the work and comments as necessary. At the end of a unit of work, 
the teacher makes a summary judgment about the work of each pupil if they have yet to obtain, met or exceeded the 
unit objectives. We use this as a basis for assessing the progress of the child at the end of the year. 

The class teacher will keep samples of children’s work in their learning journey. This work demonstrates learning 
achievement in history for each student in the school. 

Resources  

We keep History resources in our storage room where there is a box of equipment for each unit of work. Each 
classroom has a bookcase which contains a good supply of topic books to support children’s individual research. 

Monitoring and review  

Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in history is the responsibility of the 
Headteacher. The Headteacher will support colleagues in the teaching of history, being informed about current 
developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The 
Headteacher will evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in the subject discipline and indicate the areas for further 
improvement. The Headteacher will review samples of children’s work and visit classes to observe teaching in the 
subject. 
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Appendix 1 
 

 
 

History Curriculum Progression Map 
 
 

 

Class 

 

Autumn Term 1 
 

Autumn Term 2 
 

Spring Term 1 
 

Spring Term 2 
 

Summer Term 1 
 

Summer Term 2 
 

 
 

Nursery 
 
 

Have sense of family & 
relations, make believe in 
role play, learn there are 
similarities & differences 

between peers 
 

Enjoy playing with small 
world, notice detailed 

features of objects in their 
environment. 

Know things that make them 
unique, describe special 

times in life. 

 
Develop an understanding of 

changes over time, 
comment/ask questions 

about aspects of their 
familiar world 

Show interest in different 
occupations & ways of life. 

 
Develop and understanding of 

growth & decay, talk about 
things they have observed 

Enjoy joining in with family 
customs & routines, 

traditions 

 
Show care & concern for 

living things and the 
environment, talk about why 

things happen and how 
things work. 

Learn about different communities. 

 
Look closely at similarities, patterns 

and change. 

Talk about special times, 
events, traditions and 

people. 

 
Respond to open-ended 
questions about things 

they have observed. 

 
Reception 

Family customs and 
traditions. 

British Values. 

Special times and events. 
Family customs and traditions 

at home and around the 
world. 

Shows interest in different 
occupations and ways of life. 

Learn more about the role of a 
post person, past and present 

Explore carrots: find different 
ways to use   carrots, past 

and present 

Growth – finds out about past 
events in their life 

Old and new modes of 
transport 

 
Year 1 

 

Who was Guy Fawkes and 
why do we remember him? 

Historical skills: Chronological 
Understanding, Knowledge 

and Understanding of Events, 
People and Changes in the 

Past, Historical Enquiry. 

Toys  
How are our toys different 

from those in the past?  
Historical skills: Chronological 

Understanding, Historical 
Enquiry, to ask and answer 
questions about the past. 

Queen Elizabeth the 2nd and 
her Coronation. Who is Queen 

Elizabeth the 2nd?  
Historical skills: Chronological 

Understanding, Historical 
Enquiry, Knowledge and 
understanding of Events, 

People and Changes in the Past. 

Houses and homes What 
were houses and homes like 

in the past?  
Historical skills: Chronological 

Understanding, Historical 
Enquiry, Knowledge and 
understanding of Events, 

People and Changes in the 
Past. 

Louis Pasteur and Sir Peter Scott,  
Who were these men and what did 

they contribute to national life?  
Historical skills: Chronological 

Understanding, Historical Enquiry, 
Knowledge and understanding of 
Events, People and Changes in the 

Past, Comparing Aspects of Life and 
People in Different Periods. 

What were seaside 
holidays like in the past?  

Historical skills: 
Chronological 

Understanding, 
Knowledge and 

Understanding of Events, 
People and Changes in 

the Past, Historical 
Enquiry. 

 
Year 2 

 
 

Hounslow 
Historical skills: Chronological 

Understanding, Historical 
Enquiry, Knowledge and 
understanding of Events, 

People and Changes in the 
Past. 

Florence Nightingale, Mary 
Seacole, Rufaida As - Aslamia 

Why do we remember 
Florence Nightingale? 

Historical skills: Chronological 
Understanding, Historical 
Enquiry, Knowledge and 
understanding of Events, 

People and Changes in the 
Past. 

The Great Fire of London  
How do we know about the 

Great Plague and the Great Fire 
of London? Historical skills: 

Chronological Understanding, 
Historical Enquiry, Knowledge 
and understanding of Events, 

People and Changes in the Past. 

Castles 
 Historical skills: 

Chronological Understanding, 
Historical Enquiry, Knowledge 
and understanding of Events, 

People and Changes in the 
Past. 

Clothes 
 Historical skills: Chronological 

Understanding, Historical 
Enquiry, Knowledge and 
understanding of Events, 

People and Changes in the Past. 

Explorers  
Who were Christopher 
Columbus, Scott of the 

Antarctic and Ibn Battuta?  
Historical skills: 
Chronological 

Understanding, Historical 
Enquiry, Knowledge and 
understanding of Events, 

People and Changes in the 
Past 
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Intent 
At Unique Academy, we teach History through coherently planned lessons to help teachers ensure they have progressively covered the skills and concepts required in the National Curriculum. 
History aims to develop historical skills and concepts which are transferable to whatever period of history is being studied and will equip children for future learning. These key historical skills and 
concepts, which are revisited throughout different units, are: Historical Interpretations; Historical Investigations; Chronological Understanding; Knowledge and Understanding of Events, People 
and Changes in the Past; Presenting, Organising and Communicating. 
The coverage of recent history in KS1 such as ‘Toys’ enables children to acquire an understanding of time, events and people in their memory and their parents’ and grandparents’ memories. For 
KS1, we have designed a curriculum that can be covered chronologically in reverse to allow a full opportunity for children to really grasp the difficult concept of the passing of time, which will lay 
the foundation for chronological work as they in lower key stage 2. We also aim to cover Islamic history through ‘British Muslim Heritage’ studies in KS1 where pupils will spend a half term learning 
about the contribution of famous personalities from Muslim backgrounds. 
 

Implementation 
In order for children to know more and remember more in each area of history studied, we have structured lessons in sequence whereby prior learning is always considered and opportunities for 
revision of facts and historical understanding are built into lessons. This ensures that revision becomes part of good practice and ultimately helps build a depth to children’s historical understanding. 
Through revisiting and consolidating skills, our lesson will help children build on prior knowledge alongside introducing new skills and challenge. The revision and introduction of key vocabulary is 
built into each lesson. This vocabulary is then included in display materials and additional resources to ensure that children are allowed opportunities to repeat and revise this knowledge. Children 
will develop historical understanding through the use of artefacts and secondary sources in order to foster research skills and an appreciation for the past. Children will have a variety of experiences 
related to the historical period they are studying as well as become active in their learning through the use of role-play. 
Through our history lessons, we intend to inspire pupils to develop a love of Islamic, British and World history and see how it has shaped the world they live in. 
 
Impact 
The impact of using the full range of resources, including display materials, will be seen across Unique Academy school which will increase the profile of history. The learning environment across 
the school will be more consistent with historical technical vocabulary displayed, spoken and used by all learners. Whole-school and parental engagement will be improved through the use of 
history-specific home learning tasks and opportunities suggested in lessons and overviews for wider learning. We want to ensure that history is enjoyed by pupils across school, therefore 
encouraging them to want to continue building on this wealth of historical knowledge and understanding, now and in the future. Impact can also be measured through key questioning skills built 
into lessons and summative assessments aimed at targeting next steps in learning. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 EYFS 
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The Early Learning Goals that link most closely to the History National Curriculum. 
 

 

Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Expectations Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Expectations 

Pupils should be taught about: 
• changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal 

aspects of change in national life; 
• events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for 

example the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]; 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in 
different periods [for example Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher 
Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel 
the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or 
Florence Nightingale and EdithCavell]; 

• significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Pupils should be taught about: 
• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 
• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 
• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 
• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor; 
• a local history study; 
• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066; 
• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the 

first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient 
Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world; 

• a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study 
chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 
Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 

 
 
 

 

Understanding the World (People and Communities) 

Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family 

members. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and 

others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

Understanding the World (The World) 

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment 

and how environments might vary from one another. 
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KS1Historical InterpretationsLKS2 Historical Investigations 

KS1 LWKS2 KS1 LWKS2 

KS1 History National Curriculum 
Children should understand some of the ways in 
which we find out about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is represented. 
Children can: 
a start to compare two versions of a past 

event; 
b observe and use pictures, photographs 

and artefacts to find out about the past; 
c start to use stories or accounts to 

distinguish between fact and fiction; 
d explain that there are different types 

of evidence and sources that can be 
used to help represent the past. 

KS2 History National Curriculum 
Children should understand how our knowledge 
of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 
Children can: 
a look at more than two versions of the same 

event or story in history and identify 
differences; 

b investigate different accounts of historical 
events and be able to explain some of the 
reasons why the accounts may be different. 

KS1 History National Curriculum 
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using 
common words and phrases relating to the passing of 
time. They should know where the people and events 
they study fit within a chronological framework. 
Children can: 
a sequence artefacts and events that are close 

together in time; 
b order dates from earliest to latest on simple timelines; 
c sequence pictures from different periods; 
d describe memories and changes that have 

happened in their own lives; 
e use words and phrases such as: old, new, 

earliest, latest, past, present, future, century, 
new, newest, old, oldest, modern, before, after 
to show the passing of time. 

KS2 History National Curriculum 
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically 
secure knowledge and understanding of British, local 
and world history, establishing clear narratives within 
and across the periods they study. 
Children can: 
a sequence several events, artefacts or historical 

figures on a timeline using dates, including those 
that are sometimes further apart, and terms related 
to the unit being studied and passing of time; 

b understand that a timeline can be divided into BC 
(Before Christ) and AD (Anno Domini). 

Chronological Understanding Knowledge and Understanding of Events 
KS 1 LWKS2 KS1 LWKS2 

KS1 History National Curriculum 
Children should ask and answer questions, using 
other sources to show that they know and 
understand key features of events. 
Children can: 
a observe or handle evidence to ask simple 

questions about the past; 
b observe or handle evidence to find 

answers to simple questions about 
the past on the basis of simple 
observations; 

c choose and select evidence and say how it 
can be used to find out about the past. 

KS2 History National Curriculum 
Pupils should regularly address and sometimes 
devise historically valid questions about change, 
cause, similarity and difference, and significance. 
Children should construct informed 
responses that involve thoughtful selection 
and organisation of relevant historical 
information. 
Children can: 
a use a range of sources to find out about the 

past; 
b construct informed responses about one 

aspect of life or a key event in the past through 
careful selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information; 

c gather more detail from sources such as 
maps to build up a clearer picture of the past; 

d regularly address and sometimes devise own 
questions to find answers about the past; 

e begin to undertake their own research. 

KS1 History National Curriculum 
Pupils should identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different periods. 
Children should choose and use parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand 
key features of events. 
Children can: 
a recognise some similarities and differences between 

the past and the present; 
b identify similarities and differences between ways of 

life in different periods; 
c know and recount episodes from stories and 

significant events in history; 
d understand that there are reasons why people in the 

past acted as they did; 
e describe significant individuals from the past. 

KS2 History National Curriculum 
Children should note connections, contrasts and trends 
over time. 
Children can: 
a note key changes over a period of time and be able 

to give reasons for those changes; 
b find out about the everyday lives of people in time 

studied compared with our life today; 
c explain how people and events in the past have 

influenced life today; 
d identify key features, aspects and events of 

the time studied; 
e describe connections and contrasts between 

aspects of history, people, events and 
artefacts studied. 
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People and Changes in the Past Presenting, Organising and Communicating 

KS 1 LWKS2 KS 1 LWKS2 

KS1 History National Curriculum 
Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
Children can: 
a. show an understanding of historical terms, such as monarch, parliament, government, war, 

remembrance; 
b. talk, write and draw about things from the past; 
c. use historical vocabulary to retell simple stories about the past; 
d. use drama/role play to communicate their knowledge about the past. 

KS2 History National Curriculum 
Pupils should develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
Children can: 
a use and understand appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate information such as ruled, 

reigned, empire, invasion, conquer, kingdoms; 
b present, communicate and organise ideas about the past using models, drama role play and 

different genres of writing including letters, recounts, poems, adverts, diaries, posters and guides; 
c start to present ideas based on their own research about a studied period. 
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