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English Curriculum Policy  
 

English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils 
to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their 
reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance 
to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in 
such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already 
know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who 
do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised. 

 
Aims 
The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy 
by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of 
literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all 
pupils 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 
• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 
reading, writing and spoken language 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 
• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of 

contexts, purposes and audiences 

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their 
understanding and ideas 

• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to 
others and participating in debate. 

 
Spoken Language 
The national curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across 
the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. Spoken language underpins the development of 
reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their 
vocabulary and grammar, and their understanding for reading and writing. Teachers should therefore ensure 
the continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence in spoken language and listening skills. Pupils 
should develop a capacity to explain their understanding of books and other reading, and to prepare their ideas 
before they write. They must be assisted in making their thinking clear to themselves as well as to others and 
teachers should ensure that pupils build secure foundations by using discussion to probe and remedy their 
misconceptions. 
Pupils should also be taught to understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate. 

 
The development of children’s speaking and listening skills are essential so that each child can understand the 
world around them and communicate their thoughts clearly and effectively in language that is fluent and 
interesting. 

 
We ensure that every opportunity is taken to enhance speaking and listening into the curriculum. It is integral to 
children’s lives at school and their development. Examples include: 

 

• discussion 
• debating 
• interviewing 
• sharing views 
• explaining ideas and strategies 



• speaking in assemblies and school plays. 
• role play activities 
• sharing written work 
• speaking and listening during circle times; sharing thoughts and expressing feelings 

 
Pupils are also entitled to gain knowledge, competence and confidence in the use Standard English, thus 
empowering them to use whichever is most appropriate to purpose, audience and situation. Teachers are 
encouraged modelling the use of Standard English  

 
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, provision for English will be made for the development of communication 
and literacy skills in the following areas: 
 

• Communication and language – comprising listening and attention, understanding and speaking 

• Literacy – comprising reading and writing. 
 

Communication and language is a prime area, meaning it is a priority area for learning and attainment in the 
EYFS, and children must attain the expected standard to be considered to be making a good level of 
development at the end of the Foundation Stage.  
 

A range of texts are used to ensure children are exposed to a wide variety of genres, both fiction and non-
fiction. These include: stories, diaries, play scripts, letters, reports, recounts, explanations, instructions, lists, and 
persuasive texts.  

 
Role play 
All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the 
artistic practice of role play. Pupils should be able to adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding 
appropriately to others in role. They should have opportunities to improvise, devise and script role play for one 
another and a range of audiences, as well as to rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to role play and 
theatre performances. 

 
Teachers incorporate role play and role play techniques into the curriculum where ever possible, not only to 
develop speaking and listening, an essential component to the national curriculum in English but to develop 
other areas of the curriculum through role play which can inspire and stimulate children’s imagination. 

 
Pupils are taught to 
Explore ideas and stories through role play 
Shape and communicate ideas and stories role playtically Accept and engage in imaginary roles and situations 
Perform to groups of peers 
Respond to plays they have seen or been in 

 
Pupils are given opportunities to Engage in role playtic play 
Explore the differences between pretence and reality 
Discover the expressive possibilities of their voices and bodies Perform in the classroom and in assembly 
See plays performed by professional companies 
Contribute their thoughts and feelings about a play to class discussions 

 
Pupils are encouraged to 
Make decisions about the development of their work in role play 
Relate what they have learned in role play to other areas of the curriculum Explore the crafts associated with 
role play, such as masks and puppets Express preferences about plays they see or take part in 
See plays outside school hours 

 
Regular Techniques used are 
• Still Pictures – Freezing in a scene (or a series of scenes) 
• Thought tapping – Asking questions of characters to gather more information. 
• Modelling (body sculpting) – Moving people into appropriate positions and poses 
• Thought tunnels – Character walking through a tunnel of people who are speaking the characters thoughts. 
• Collective speaking – Deciding as a group what a character would say. 
• Hot Seating – One person taking on a role and the others questioning. 



• Character role (in groups) – Drawing around a person. Deciding on a character and then clothing the person 
with words. Props are chosen representing the character. Groups compose questions about the character. 

 
Reading 
 
The programmes of study for reading at key stage 1 consist of two dimensions: 
 
• word reading 
• comprehension (both listening and reading).  

 

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions, taking account that 
different kinds of teaching are needed for each. 
 
Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words 
(decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning both is the understanding that the 
letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken words. 
 
This is why phonics should be emphasised in the early teaching of reading to beginners (i.e. unskilled readers) 
when they start school. 

 
Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and on 
knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion 
with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. All pupils 
must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of 
themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain 
knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they 
encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and 
opens up a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds. 
 
It is essential that, by the end of their infant education, all pupils are able to read fluently and with confidence. 
 
Phonics 
 

EYFS 
In nursery children will be taught Letters and Sounds Phase 1, in the first term. In the second term of nursery 
and throughout reception, children will follow the multisensory Jolly phonics programme.   
Children will have opportunities to develop their communication, language and literacy skills on a daily basis in 
child initiated and adult led activities.   
Pupils will use the Oxford Reaching Tree series to support their reading development as they progress through 
Phonics. 
 

Key Stage 1  
In Key Stage 1 daily phonics lessons will be thought following the jolly phonics programme will take part in daily 
English lessons with texts used as a stimulus to write for a range of purposes, and their skills are developed 
across the curriculum.  Intervention will be provided for pupils who require extra support with phonics. 
 
 

Reading Aloud 
 
Teachers will be encouraged to read aloud to the class every day, and match the children’s interests, age and 
class topic to ensure a wide range of books are read throughout the year. Reading aloud should be used by the 
teacher to encourage the children’s own reading interest, and to model reading with intonation and expression.  

 
Home Reading  
From the start of Nursery, all children are provided with a reading book from the school reading scheme to use 
for practise at home.    
 
Parents are asked to record their shared reading experiences in the Reading Record book which goes between 
home and school.  
 



Other reading opportunities: 
The school has a book corner in each class which ca be accessed by children and staff to support learning across 
the curriculum. Pupils will be encouraged to join and visit their local library regularly. 
 
Writing 
The programmes of study for writing at key stage 1 are constructed similarly to those for reading: 
 
• transcription (spelling and handwriting) 
• composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing). 

 
It is essential that teaching develops pupils’ competence in these two dimensions. In addition, pupils should be 
taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. These aspects of writing have been incorporated into the 
programmes of study for composition. 

 
Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, on spelling quickly and accurately 
through knowing the relationship between sounds and letters (phonics) and understanding the morphology 
(word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of words. Effective composition involves forming, 
articulating and communicating ideas, and then organising them coherently for a reader.  
This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of 
vocabulary and grammar. 
 
Writing also depends on fluent, legible and eventually speedy handwriting. 
 
Special Educational Needs 

 
It has to be noted that the abilities of children with SEN will differ greatly. The key ideas in this Scheme of Work 
are a guide that the majority of children will work from, however others will not. This is reflected in each child’s 
own Individual Education Plan. 
 
Cross Curricular Learning 
 
By its nature, reading, writing, oracy and listening occurs far more widely in school than in discrete English 
lessons alone. It is therefore often taught and practised in a range of other subjects’ teaching: for example, 
writing up experiments in science sessions and exploring first handwritten accounts in history sessions. 
 We aim to create classroom environments rich with writing and reading (through wall displays, interactive table 
top displays and free flow provision) so that there is an opportunity for English learning at all times.   
We make sure there is progression of skills as the children travel through the year groups, and we ensure the 
same grammatical vocabulary is used by all staff to ensure coherent learning for the children.  
A range of texts are used to ensure children are exposed to a wide variety of genres, both fiction and non-
fiction. These include: stories, diaries, play scripts, letters, reports, recounts, explanations, instructions, lists, and 
persuasive texts.  
 
The English curriculum is delivered by class teachers with support from class teaching assistants and staff 
members who deliver SEN teaching or interventions in English. Teaching is differentiated to meet the needs of 
all pupils and enable children of all abilities to work at the level that is right for them.
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The Learning Environment  
 

Each classroom will have a English working wall, which reflects the current text and the current genre being 
taught.   These and other displays in the classroom are used as learning tools by the pupils and the skills, 
vocabulary and knowledge shown are transferable between different areas of the curriculum.   
 

Throughout the school, teachers should be using some or all of the following, as appropriate to the needs of 
their class:  

 
• English working wall  
• Key vocabulary according to current unit being taught  
• Descriptions of text types and examples  
• Access to dictionaries and thesaurus’   
• Grammar and Punctuation appropriate to year group  
• Common exception words  
• Spelling rules and patterns and examples of these  
• Range of vocabulary to support writing  
• Phonics display and phonics working wall  
• Reading strategies  
• Handwriting examples  
• Alphabet 

 
Role of the English Coordinator: Headteacher 

 
   The Headteacher will: 

• Taking the lead in English policy development 

• Auditing and supporting staff in their CPD   

• Liaise with the School Administrator to purchasing and organising resources   

• Keeping up to date with recent English developments and disseminating to staff  

• To provide guidance and support to staff in implementing the English curriculum 

• To scrutinise the learning environment and displays to ensure English is represented and that it is useful 
to maximum impact 

 

• To attend any relevant courses on new developments and communicate these developments back to 
colleagues 

• To write, organise, review and maintain an inventory of policies, schemes and resources 

• To ensure staff use ‘best practice’ in the teaching of English and take part in CPD 

• To ensure continuity and progression throughout the school’s curriculum for English, including 
monitoring medium term plans and short term plans  

• To evaluate end of year assessments and SATs results to highlight any areas for concern 

• To report to the Trustees about attainment and teaching and learning in English 
 


