
Coppice Primary School     16th July 2021 

News 
Dear Parents/carers 

 

As we come to the end of another academic year, once again we can say that it has been very different to that 

which we might have expected. I would like to thank everyone in the school community for all that they have 

done to keep the school open and moving forward. I would especially like to thank the children for all the effort 

and resilience they have shown during the year. They have been a credit to the school and yourselves. 

 

This year has seen the creation and development of remote home learning, which has involved teachers, 

parents/carers and children all working together on a massive learning curve. I have been amazed at how fast 

both staff and children have been able to switch to remote learning when necessary. It really does show the 

importance of lifelong learning! 

 

As a school we are sad that the end of year will not be quite what we would have wanted and feel especially for 

those children who are having to self-isolate and will not be back before the end of term.  

 

New guidelines are effective from Monday, but practically it is unlikely that there will be significant change to 

school routines for the last 3 days. Many parents, children and staff are concerned about the rapid increase in 

positive cases throughout Sutton Coldfield and feel it is not sensible or practical to change routines at this stage. 

 

Thank you to all those parents who completed the recent questionnaire, which included asking about which 

Covid routines parents/children would like to have stay after lockdown eases. The top three were very clearly; 

children coming to school in PE kits, the possibility of having virtual parents’ evenings and the staggered starts 

that helped with parking etc. A letter will come out next week updating parents/carers on the new routines from 

September and it is likely that the above three will remain.  

 

I would also like to let you know, that after 19 years at Coppice, Jo Hodge from the office will be retiring at the 

end of this term. In an ideal world she would like to go with very little fuss and not be mentioned in the 

newsletter, but I feel it is important that her massive contribution to the life of the school and its children and 

families is recognised. She has been an integral part of the school community for all her time here and has 

worked quietly (and sometimes not so quietly) to ensure that the children have the best possible experience 

from Coppice. We will miss her when she is not here in September and wish her all the best in her retirement. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. Richard Green 

Contact Tracing from 19th July 

Please see below a letter issued to schools today that outlines the changes to contact tracing arrangements 

from Monday 19th.  

Essentially, schools will no longer be responsible for asking close contacts to self-isolate as this will now be done 

by Test and Trace. Presumably this means that if your child is confirmed as having a positive test result,  you 

will be asked for the contact details of all the close contacts – we wait to see how this works practically. 



 
 

 

 

Dates for you Diary 
July 

19th 5.30 -7.30 Y6 Leavers 

party 

21st Term ends – school 

closes 

September 

2nd Training day 

3rd Training day 

6th Children return 

October 

22nd Break up half term 

November 

1st Training day 

2nd Children return 

December 

14th Pantomime 

17th Term ends 

January 2022 

4th Training day 

5th Children return 

Training days September 

The summer term ends this year on Wednesday 21st July. The autumn 

term starts on Thursday 2nd September.  Governors have agreed that 

the 2nd and 3rd September can be taken as training days, so children will 

return to school on Monday 6th September. 

PTFA 

This term, the PTFA have agreed to fund a rainbow pergola to be situated opposite the pirate ship. This 

item was chosen to celebrate the children’s fantastic resilience through the last 18 months and 

incorporates the rainbow which we all got so used to seeing. We are also looking to install a couple of 

raised flower beds and a bench to be situated on the front grounds of school. It is hoped that this area 

will be a place for contemplation and quiet. 

 

We hope the children get to enjoy the end of term treats of ice creams and the juggling entertainment 

of Steve Arnold, they have all done amazingly over recent months and this is our thank you to them. 

 

Lastly the PTFA would like to thank all the parents and carers of the year 6 2021 leavers. Your 

contributions to the school have been invaluable and we wish you and your children all the very best in 

their next chapter. 

 

Wishing you all a great summer and we look forward to seeing you in September! 

A Massive THANK YOU 

We would like to pass on our sincere thanks to Steven Stokes and his 
team at SSH CONSTRUCTION LTD for all the work they have done within 
the grounds over the last few months.  
 
They have helped to transform the Forest School area, erect the 
Rainbow Pergola (kindly funded by the Coppice PTFA) and will also be 
adding some flower beds and seating to the front grassy area of school. 
 
We would also like to thank Garry Sephton of SUTTON ROOFING 
LIMITED for the work that he has agreed to do to replace/repair some 
much needed roofing areas of the school. 
 
 
 



Dear parents/carers 

Re: Changes to contact tracing in education and childcare settings 

As you know, the Prime Minister announced on 12 July that Step 4 of the roadmap would go ahead on 19 

July.  

One of the key changes that will take place from 19 July is that education and childcare settings will no longer 

be asked to conduct routine contact tracing. As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace 

will work with either the positive case – or in the case of children – the parents, carers or guardian of the 

positive case to identify close contacts.  

NHS Test and Trace already manages the contact tracing process for the rest of society – including children 

who have recorded a positive PCR test – and has expertise in supporting people to identify close contacts.  

This letter sets out in more detail below how that process will work and what you need to do if your child 

tests positive for COVID-19. 

Self-isolating and taking a test 

1. If your child has symptoms, they and other members of the household should self-isolate – and you 

should inform their education or childcare setting. You should immediately order a PCR test for them. 

If the PCR result is negative, they and other members of their household can stop self-isolating (unless 

instructed to self-isolate for other reasons). If the PCR result is positive, they, other members of their 

household and any close contacts identified by NHS Track and Trace must self-isolate until 10 days 

after the onset of symptoms. 

 

2. If your child has a positive result from a lateral flow device (LFD) test, they and other members of the 

household should self-isolate – and you should inform their education or childcare setting. You 

should immediately order a confirmatory PCR test. If the confirmatory test is taken within two days 

and the result is negative, they and other members of their household can stop self-isolating (unless 

instructed to self-isolate for other reasons). If the confirmatory PCR test is positive (or is taken more 

than two days after the LFD), other members of their household and any close contacts identified by 

NHS Track and Trace must self-isolate until 10 days after the LFD test. 

3. PCR tests can be booked online through the NHS Test & Trace website or by calling 119.  

4. PCR test results will be recorded with NHS Test and Trace automatically, but you should also 

communicate the result to the education or childcare setting during term time or summer provision. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/


Contact tracing 

5. If your child gets a positive PCR test result, NHS Test and Trace will contact you, using the details you 

registered when ordering the PCR test. You and/or your child will be asked a series of specific 

questions designed to identify who your child has been in close contact with. Being in an education 

or childcare setting with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 will not necessarily mean a 

person is identified as a close contact.  

 

6. You will be asked to provide the contact details, if you know them, of any of the individuals – or their 

parents or guardians – who have been identified as close contacts. NHS Test and Trace will then get 

in touch with these close contacts and provide appropriate instructions or advice (see below). 
 

Self-isolation and/or testing of close contacts 

 

7. At present, anyone identified as a close contact is legally required to self-isolate and must not attend 

their education or childcare setting (the only exception is if they are participating in a daily contact 

testing trial). Anyone identified as a  non-household close contact by NHS Track and Trace must self-

isolate until 10 days after the date of their most recent contact with that person. If they live in the 

same household, they must self-isolate until 10 days after the date of that person developing 

symptoms (see point 1 above) or, if that person was asymptomatic, the date of their test (see point 

2 above). NHS Test and Trace will notify you of the day on which the self-isolation period ends. 

8. Close contacts are also advised to take a PCR test. If the test result is negative, they must still 

complete the full self-isolation period, as the test will not detect all positive cases. If the result is 

positive, they will need to self-isolate for a further 10 days – and NHS Test and Trace will contact 

them to identify any close contacts.  

9. From 16 August, if the close contact is under 18, they will not have to self-isolate (in line with the 

policy for fully vaccinated adults) but will be asked to take an PCR test immediately, other than for 

very young children identified as non-household contacts, and they will not need to self-isolate while 

awaiting the results of the test. If the PCR test is positive, they will be required to self-isolate for 10 

days from the date of the test. NHS Test and Trace will then get in touch to identify close contacts 

(see points 5 and 6 above). Further guidance on these changes to self-isolation will be provided 

shortly. 

 

We recognise how difficult the past 18 months have been and the sacrifices that all families, education and 

childcare settings have had to make. This has been an enormously challenging time for everyone and we 

would like to take the opportunity to thank you for everything you have done. 

 

 

 


