
Year Five Writing Targets 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Towards    

1.I can write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed. My handwriting is mostly joined.     

2.I can use a full range of punctuation accurately to demarcate sentences.     

3.I can use correct spelling of most common words which have a purpose within a sentence, 

including common exception words (years 3 and 4)  

   

4.I can make sure that my tense choice is consistent and correct throughout my writing, selecting the 
appropriate verb forms.  

   

5.I can use different organisational and presentational devices to structure my writing, which help 

guide the reader. (headings, bullet points, underlining)  

   

6.To build cohesion, I can use adverbials of time, place and number.     

7.I can describe characters and settings effectively in my writing, through appearance, mannerisms, 
8.action and dialogue.  

   

9.I can use paragraphs to organise the content of my writing.     

10.I can use some subordinating (whilst, until, despite) conjunctions and some co-ordinating 
conjunctions in my writing.  

   

11.My writing makes sense.     

Expected 

 

   

12.I can use modal verbs to show degrees of possibility (e.g. might, should, will, must).     

13.I can use adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases effectively to add detail, 
qualification and precision   

   

14.I can use a range of punctuation, including: apostrophes for possession and brackets, dashes and 

commas to indicate parenthesis, mostly correctly.  

   

15.I can use punctuation for direct speech accurately and consistently.    

16.I can use stylistic features to good effect – e.g. similes, metaphors, personification, alliteration, 
emotive language and ambitious vocabulary.  

   

17.I can identify the purpose of my writing and use the appropriate form and this is clear throughout.     

18.I can create effective atmospheres in my writing.    

19.I can use different devices to build cohesion within a paragraph (e.g. using pronouns, adverbs and 
connectives e.g. Eventually we …) 

   

20.I can use a variety of sentence openers (e.g. connectives, fronted adverbials, noun phrases).    

21.I can use a range of clauses e.g. simple, compound and complex.     

22.I can spell most common words, which have a purpose in a sentence, correctly including some 
common exception words (year 5 and 6)  

   

23.I can write fluently, joining my handwriting throughout, choosing whether or not to join specific 

letters.  

   

Greater Depth    

24.I can use a full range of punctuation accurately to demarcate sentences, including: punctuation 

for direct speech, semi-colons, dashes, colons and hyphens.  

   

25.I can select verb forms for meaning and effect.     

26.I can use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that. I can link ideas 
across paragraphs using adverbials of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby) and number (e.g. 

secondly) or tense choices (he had seen her before). 

   

27.My spelling is excellent and I spell most common exception words (years 5 and 6) correctly.     


