
Pupil Writing Targets: Year 4 

 

Working Towards       

1.My handwriting is legible, consistent in shape and size and I can use accurate spacing.        

2. I can organise my writing to help guide the reader including using paragraphs.        

3. I can write simple sentences with accurate punctuation, including the appropriate use of 
question marks, apostrophes for possession and omission, commas in a list.  

   
 

  

I can use adverbs to add interest.        

I can use headings and sub-headings to organise my ideas.        

4.I can write grammatically correct sentences, using tense and person accurately including the 
present perfect form. 

   
 

  

5. I can create imaginative settings and characters, a range of senses and through actions and 
speech.  

   
 

  

6. I can use correct spelling of most common words which have purpose in a sentence.        

Expected       

7. I can join my letters and understand which letters are best left un-joined.        

8. I can use fronted adverbials (e.g. Some time later…) and a variety of openers to begin my 
sentences. 

   
 

  

9. I can choose the appropriate pronoun or noun across sentences for cohesion and to avoid 
repetition. 

   
 

  

10. I can use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech.        

11. I can use conjunctions and adverbs to express time and cause.        
12. I can extend my sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of 
conjunctions (e.g. when, if, because, although). 

      

13. I can use the correct article, e.g. a or an.        
14. I can use similes and metaphors for effect.       
15. I can use specific and carefully chosen vocabulary matched to my topic.       
16. I can use modifiers to emphasise (very large, quite slowly).       
17. I can organise and develop detailed paragraphs for a new time, place, event or theme.       
18. I can create detailed, sustained plots in stories.       
19. I can use a full range of punctuation accurately to demarcate sentences, using commas to 
indicate parenthesis mostly correctly.  

      

20. I attempt to use a range of clauses in my writing (simple, compound, complex)        
21. I can use the correct spelling of most common words which have purpose in a sentence 
including most common exception words (year 3 and 4).  

      

22. I can use a range of structures for different purposes, e.g. appropriate features for different 
genres. 

      

Greater Depth       

23. I can make links throughout and between paragraphs (e.g. Firstly, Next), including making 
explicit links between the opening and the closing. 

   
 

  

24. I can use a full range of punctuation accurately to demarcate sentences including 
punctuation for direct speech and use of brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 
(Some may be commas after fronted adverbials.)  

   

 

  

25. I sometimes use semi-colons, dashes, colons or hyphens in my writing.        
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26. I can use specific and carefully chosen vocabulary matched to my topic, which is ambitious.        


