
Year 4 reading targets 

       

Retrieval 

WTS: In an age-appropriate book, I can retrieve a word or phrase from the body of a non-fiction 
text. 

      

EXS: I can retrieve several bits of information from a non-fiction text. For example: to complete 
tables.  

      

GDS: I can retrieve several bits of information to answer questions from a non-fiction or fiction 
text.  

      

Inference 

WTS: In a book that I can read independently, I can infer and justify how characters are feeling 
from their words and actions by selecting the appropriate answer from multiple choices.  

      

EXS:  In a book I can read independently, I can infer and justify how characters are feeling from 
their words and actions by selecting the evidence in the text. 

      

GDS: I can infer characters thoughts, feelings and motives from their actions and justify inferences 
with evidence.  

      

Prediction 

WTS: I can make a plausible prediction based on details that are stated in the text.       

EXS: I can make a range of predictions based on details that are stated in the text and use quotes 
to justify my ideas. 

      

GDS: I can make a range of predictions based on details that are stated and implied in the text and 
use them to justify my answers.  

      

Summarising 

WTS: In a text that I can read independently, I can identify the main ideas in a paragraph and give a 
new title or sub-heading. 

      

EXS: In a text I can read independently, I can identify the main ideas in more than one paragraph 
and order them. 

      

GDS: In a fiction and non-fiction text, I can identify the main ideas in more than one paragraph and 
summarise them.  

      

Explaining vocabulary in context 

WTS: I can identify new words and use the text to help me work out the meaning.        

EXS: I can identify new words and give appropriate synonyms from a given list and use a dictionary 
to check the meaning of my selected word.  

      

GDS: I can give alternative words for a word identified in the text ensuring the meaning stays the 
same. (Including questions which require children to find and copy words from texts which mean 
the same as a given word.) 

      

Explain how word choices contribute to meaning 



WTS: Identifying how language contributes to meaning by discussing the choice of words and the 
layout.  

      

EXS: Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning and be able to 
suggest changes to make it appropriate to a different audience. 

      

GDS: I can explain why authors use different fonts (size, shape, orientation) for specific words or 
choose to organise the text in a specific way.  

      

Comparison 

WTS: I can identify the features of different genres.        

EXS: I can identify and compare the features of different genres. E.g. newspapers and diary entries 
are different genres but are both recounts so are written in the past tense. 

      

GDS: I can make comparisons between 2 books. (E.g. Identifying similarities and differences 
between Goodnight Mr Tom and Blitzed.) 

      

 

 

 

Curriculum coverage 

Reading and performing poetry and playscripts.  

Listen to books being read including: poems, plays, fiction and non-fiction.   

Reading for pleasure.  

Sharing books with peers.   

Asking questions to help make sense of the text.   

Retell stories orally.   

Be able to identify different types of poetry.   

 


