
Year 1 Writing Targets 

Working Towards        

I can, after discussion with the teacher, write a range of simple sentences, 
which can be read by myself and others. 

   
 

 
 

I can, after discussion with the teacher, make phonetically plausible attempts 

at some common exception words.  

   
 

 
 

I can form some lower-case letters in the correct direction. They are the 

correct size relative to one another. 

   
 

 
 

I can form some capital letters correctly.       

I can, after discussion with the teacher, demarcate some sentences with 

capital letters and full stops.  

   
 

 
 

I can leave spaces between words.        

Expected       

I can, after discussion with the teacher, write a narrative with interesting 
characters and settings. 

   
 

 
 

I can, after discussion with the teacher, write for a range of purposes drawing 
on my reading to support me.  

   
 

 
 

I can, after discussion with the teacher, put real events in the correct order.       

I can spell some tricky (red) words including the days of the week.       

I can add the prefix ‘un’ to words in my writing.       

I can add the suffixes ed, er, ing, est to root words.       

I can add the suffixes s and es to show there is more than one.       

I can choose the correct sound to spell carefully (e.g. ‘ay’ for play not ‘ai’).       

I can, after discussion with the teacher, use most capital letters correctly. 
(Including for names and the personal pronoun I)  

   
 

 
 

I can use most full stops correctly.       

I can use question marks correctly.       

I can use adjectives in my writing.       

I attempt to use exclamation marks in my writing.        

I can try out new, adventurous words in my writing.       

I can write a short story (beginning, middle and end)       

I can use ‘and’ to join my ideas together (compound sentences).       

I can use the name of people and pronouns (I, he, she, we, they)        

I can form most lower-case letters in the correct direction. They are the 

correct size relative to one another. 

   
 

 
 

I can form most capital letters correctly.       

Greater Depth       



Year 1 Writing Targets 

 

I can, after discussion with the teacher, write coherent narratives (time 

connectives, consistent pronouns, conjunctions).  

   
 

 
 

I can use some subordinating conjunctions (when, if, that, because)        

I can spell most common exception words.         

I can use past and present correctly and consistently.        

I can use exclamation marks correctly in some of my writing.        

I can use ‘and’ ‘but’ and ‘so’ to join my ideas together.       

I can form all letters in the correct direction. They are the correct size relative 

to one another.  

   
 

 
 

I am, after discussion with the teacher, beginning to experiment with commas 
in lists.  

   
 

 
 


