
Maths Activities to support learning at home 

 

Activities to support number recognition 
 

Magnetic numbers: Place magnetic numbers in Jelly. Children 

use hands or tongs to retrieve numbers and say the number as 

they pull it out of the jelly. 
 

 
 

Go on a number hunt around your local area.  What numbers can they find on 

their travels? (Door numbers, numbers on signs) Can children record these 
numbers?  

 

Write a set of numbers/dots on post it notes.  Turn a post it note over.  
Children to build a tower with the same amount. 

 

Nerf Gun Numbers: If like most children they have a nerf gun lying 
around, write numbers on paper as targets and encourage children 

to shoot the numbers in order. For Nursery can they order the 
numbers to 10, Reception can they shoot the numbers in order to 

20 and beyond? 

 

Prepare some sticky notes with various numbers and place them in front of the 

children armed with fly swatters. The goal of this simple yet fun game is for 

the little ones to identify the number on the dice and match it with the ones 
written on sticky notes before smacking the correct answer with a fly swatter! 

Label small containers with some numbers up to 10.  Children to put the 

correct amount of objects (such dried pasta/peas) into each pot. 
 

Create a car park with numbered parking spaces for child to 

use with their cars. Can they park their cars in order.  
What is the missing number? 

 
 

 



Reading stories. When reading stories encourage children to count items they 
see in the pictures. For example if you are reading a boko about animals, how 

many ducks can you see? What if one more duck came along. How many 

would there be then? 
 

Water balloon number target practise. A great activity for when the weather is 

warm and the children really engage well with this. Chalk out numbers on the 
ground and get children to throw water balloons at numbers as you call them. 

Great for number recognition. 
 

Play a board game: Roll a dice a count on the number of squares. Snakes and 

Ladders is a good game for this. 
 

Count and learn snacks: Use a dice or make your own. What number is 

represented on the dice? Get the children to use that number to count out 
their snack for the day such as grapes, gummy bears etc. 

 

Counting around the house: The house is a great place to start with children’s 
counting skills. E.g. how many windows? How many door handles? How many 

light switches. Encourage children to record their findings. 
 

Number cookies: So much learning happens when we cook with 

our kids.  The social interactions, processing  
information, following directions, problem solving and 

coordination.  

 
 

 Number playdoh: It is a fun activity to introduce or reinforce 

learning about numbers for kids and develop an understanding 
of ‘how many’ to make a number. 

 
 

 

Rainbow salt tray: A fun and interactive activity. Get children 
to draw a rainbow on a sheet of paper. Pour salt/sand on top 

and get children to us their finger to form numbers in the salt.  



Activities to support shape, space and measure 

 
Patterns: Using resources from around the home or garden, 

children make repeating patterns of colour or shape. Can 
they predict what colour/shape comes next. E.g. pattern of 

fruit, apple, orange, apple, orange. You could use 

duplo/Lego to make colour patterned tower. To link in with 
numbers can they tell you how many bricks are in their 

tower.  
 

Measure objects and yourself. Lie on the ground and draw around yourself. 

Draw around another member of your family. Who is the biggest/smallest? 
Encourage language of taller/shorter, tallest/shortest. Think of different ways 

of measuring. Tape measure, so many duplo bricks tall, string, sticks. What 

different ways can you record the results.  
 

Experimenting with filling and emptying containers to 

encourage knowledge of capacity. How many cups fill and big 
bowl? 

 
 

 

Create a handprint measuring stick using paper and 

stick/bamboo cane. Children draw around their handprints 

and write numbers on them and then stick them in order on 
the stick. This can then be used as a tool of measuring 

objects around the home. E.g. The chair is 7 hands tall, the 
Sunflower is 10 hands tall.  

 

 

DIY mini Roads: Use lollipop sticks/pieces of card to create mini 
strips of roads. Children can then use them to form different 

shapes and sequences to make their roads. Can they name the 

shapes they have made? 

 

 



Shape stampers: Using toilet rolls, create a variety of shapes 
that children can then use as printing blocks to create pictures 

and patterns. Alternatively, you could carve and use potatoes. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Feed the Monster: Using cardboard boxes, create shape 
monsters. Each box representing a different shape. Get 

children to cut out squares, circles, triangles and 

rectangles and then sort these shapes amongst the 
different monsters. Can they talk about the similarities 

and differences between the different shapes. Reception children: Can they talk 
about each shapes properties? (How many vertices, sides?) 

 

 

Comparing length: Find different sticks on your daily walk. 

Can you order them from longest to shortest? You could do 

the same with leaves or other objects around your home like 
shoes.  

 
 

 

Using a variety of stimulus (for example, rice, pasta, sand, 
flour, water), give children a variety of containers and spoons 

to explore filling and emptying. How many spoons does it 

take to fill a bottle fill with rice?  
 

 


