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info@thejewishcenter.org 
(office) 

Telephone
609.921.0100 x 201

Fax 
609.921.7531 

School telephone
609.921.7207

NOVEMBER  LIVESTREAM
SERVICE SCHEDULE

EREV SHABBAT SERVICES 
6:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
        Nov 6, Nov 13, Nov 20, Nov 27
Join Zoom Meeting  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84818784139
Meeting ID: 848 1878 4139
Dial by your location        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 848 1878 4139

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES 
9:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
        Nov 7, Nov 14, Nov 21, Nov 28
Join Zoom Meeting  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85497748777
Meeting ID: 854 9774 8777
Dial by your location        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 854 9774 8777

SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN 
9:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
        Nov 1, Nov 8, Nov 15, Nov 22,  Nov 29
Join Zoom Meeting  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86717184224
Meeting ID: 867 1718 4224
Dial by your location +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 867 1718 4224

WEDNESDAY MORNING MINYAN 
7:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
        Nov 4, Nov 11, Nov 18, Nov 25
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86097727057
Meeting ID: 860 9772 7057 
Dial by your location  +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 860 9772 7057

To Live Stream our services, go to www.thejewishcenter.org.  
Scroll down and in the gold box on the right, which says “go 
to livestream”.  Click on that.  On the next page, a gray box 
will appear.  Click on that as well.  You will then see our main 
sanctuary.  If we are live, just click the play button.  Cameras go 
live 10-15 minutes before services begin.

Jacob’s Ladder Parsha Vayetzei Cover Art (inner portion) by artist
Christina Mattison Ebert

www.christinamattison.com
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ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR  
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 

TWO PROPHETS SPEAK 
TRUTH TO POWER  
RABBI ERIC WISNIA 

 

TWO-SESSION INTERACTIVE ZOOM CLASS 
 

THURSDAYS, NOVEMBER 12TH & 19TH FROM 7:30 TO 9:00 PM 
 

COURSE CODE: PROPHETS 
 

RABBI BRADLEY ARTSON, PH.D. 
RABBI ELLIOT COSGROVE, PH.D. RABBI ANNIE TUCKER 

PANEL DISCUSSION: THE FUTURE OF THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT 
 MODERATED BY RABBI ELLIOT SALO SCHOENBERG 

CHRISTIAN FAITH & HOW IT APPLIES 
 TO THE MAJOR ISSUES OF OUR TIME 

 

REV.  DR. DEBORAH BLANKS 
 

TWO-SESSION INTERACTIVE ZOOM CLASS 
 

MONDAYS, NOVEMBER 30TH & DECEMBER 7TH FROM 7:30 TO 9:00 PM 
 

 

COURSE CODE: AME 
 

 

                                                                  
 

THE FUTURE OF THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT  
 

ZOOM INTERACTIVE PANEL DISCUSSION 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3RD FROM  7:30 TO 9:15 PM 

 
RABBI ANNIE TUCKER    RABBI ELLIOT COSGROVE, PH.D.    RABBI BRADLEY ARTSON, PH.D.    

 

MODERATED BY RABBI ELLIOT SCHOENBERG 
  

COURSE CODE: PANEL 
 

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY FREE OF CHARGE 
 

See complete details on the TJC website and program emails. 
 

For security reasons, Registration is required for all programs. To register, please send an email with your full name and the 
Course Codes(s) for the course(s) you would like to register for to: 
 

adulteducation@thejewishcenter.org 
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A Message from Our
Interim Rabbi 
Rabbi Elliot Schoenberg
609.921.0100  ext. 203
eschoenberg@thejewishcenter.org

Dear friends,

Thanksgiving is to me the quintessential American holiday. 
Few Americans can trace their roots back to the Mayflower. 
Yet this foundational story of the pilgrims learning from the 
Native Americans and surviving the challenges of settling 
in a new land resonates for all. The images of peaceful 
coexistence between very different peoples give us hope in 
our fractured times; the reminder that all but the Native 
Americans are immigrants gives us a common language 
with those seeking to move here today. It is a  holiday that 
gives us confidence in the promise of America.

I am writing this article sitting in my sukkah.  Here in the 
sukkah I had a thought that connected this Jewish holiday 
with our American holiday. Not as many Americans 
realize, however, that the holiday of Thanksgiving was not 
created out of the blue by the pilgrims. The pilgrims were 
deeply religious Protestants, and a key Protestant tenant 
is familiarity with the Bible. The pilgrims read what they 
called the “Old Testament” as well as the “New Testament.” 
They were familiar with the ancient Jewish holiday of 

Sukkot celebrating the summer harvest. So when they were 
so profoundly relieved as they saw their bountiful harvest, 
they turned to the holiday of Sukkot, and planned a special 
day of Thanksgiving for their good fortune. Our American 
holiday of Thanksgiving is based on Sukkot!

So as we gather around the table this Thanksgiving, let’s give 
an extra thanks for our own, beautiful Jewish traditions, 
which form the basis of our wonderful American holiday!
May your Thanksgiving be full of an abundance of food, an 
over flowing of loving family and friends, and a bounty of 
positive actions for which you are thankful.

Warmly,

Rabbi Elliot Schoenberg

To Judi Fleitman and committee for all your hard work on the 
High Holidays
To Cheryl Mintz for your time and talent to TJC High Holidays, 
thank you
To The High Holidays Planning Committee
To Eliot Freeman having an Aliyah on Yom Kippur
To Ziona Silverman for singing Ya-ah-leh on Kol Nidre
To Jane LeGrange and Doron Zeilberger on the birth of their 
granddaughter
To Bobbi and Barry Freedman on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Samantha Hannah Steeil
To Alexandra and Barak Bar-Cohen on their 25th wedding 
anniversary

To Cary and Lisa Spiegel on the birth of their grandson, Caleb 
Bert Spiegel
To Cheryl Mintz, who is the recipient of the Award of Excellence 
at the 2020 New Jersey Theater Alliance Curtain Call event in 
November
To Steven and Florence Kahn on the Bar Mitzvah of their grand-
son, Ellis Victor Lynch-Kahn
To Diane and Mitch Schwartz on the engagement of their son 
Kyle to Bridget Nolan
To Ginny Mason and Bobby Willig on the marriage of their 
daughter Alexandra to David Helene
To Ellen and Jay Kuris on the B’nai Mitzvah of their grandsons, 
Eli and Max
 

...And Mazel Tov to our Congregants 
on their great news!
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In normal times, writing the “President’s Message” for the 
November TJC bulletin can be difficult. The bulletin comes 
out after the High Holidays but before the winter ones, such 
as Hannukah. In November, our focus turns to the secular 
holiday of Thanksgiving, but since the TJC bulletin comes 
out at the beginning of the month, it still seems like that 
holiday is still too distant. 

But these are not normal times and writing this month’s 
message is fairly easy because we all have so much to be 
thankful for. With fortunately few exceptions, we and our 
families have not faced medical problems from Covid 19. 
While some are experiencing financial difficulties, The 
Jewish Center remains able to provide some assistance 
through dues remissions and reduced religious school 
tuition so that all can remain members. As a community, 
we are supporting each other spiritually, intellectually, and 
socially through the wise use of technology and plain old 
hard work. 

On page 13 you will see a list of the people who devoted 
countless hours and boundless energy to making the High 
Holiday services so special this year. I cannot find adequate 
words to express my gratitude for all of their hard work. 
There are numerous others who have contributed time, 
talent and energy to the various activities and educational 
programs we have enjoyed since the pandemic forced 
us to operate remotely. And of course, there is you – our 
membership – who support us financially. Todah rabah to 
all of you.
 
I would like to offer a special thank you to our Officers 
and the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors is 
comprised of the elected officers and trustees and the co-
chairs of the standing committees. Throughout the year, but 
especially during the pandemic, this group has provided the 
leadership that has enabled The Jewish Center to continue 
to be the foundation of our Jewish community.

The Officers work with their committee co-chairs to create 
and virtually present numerous educational, artistic, and 
cultural programs each week. Our children continue to be 

educated in our traditions, rituals, and prayers through 
innovative use of technology and personal attention to 
their needs. Our finances are carefully managed, and our 
buildings and grounds are cared for through the efforts 
of our leadership. We recruit and welcome new members 
and in cooperation with our clergy, guide our religious 
practices throughout the year through the efforts of various 
committees. In short, we are extremely fortunate that our 
elected and appointed leadership dedicate their time and 
talents to the welfare of The Jewish Center. 

There is one group that I would like to specifically 
acknowledge – our safety committee. Under the leadership 
of Dr. Joshua Eisenberg and Naomi Richman Neumann 
(VP Administration), this committee has developed 
the protocols that will enable us to gradually reopen for 
religious services and educating our children. The medical 
and other professionals who make up this committee 
continue to analyze the national, New Jersey, and local 
situation to determine how and when we can resume 
in-person operations. Their guidance is critical as we 
balance our need to be together in person with the equally 
important requirement to ensure the safety and health of 
congregants. 

Thank you, each and every one.

Randy Brett

MESSAGE from the President

Randall Brett 
president@thejewishcenter.org

So Here We Are

Shulcloud has arrived!
Starting in November, we are converting 
over our synagogue database to Shul-
cloud. It’s a robust tool to help us maintain 
our membership and finances. 

Special thanks to Bernie Fleitman who spearheaded this 
effort.  

Watch your email for details on how to log in and learn 
about all the features!
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MESSAGE from the Cantor

Cantor Jeff Warschauer 
609.921.0100 ext. 213
Cantorjeff@thejewishcenter.org

Dear TJC Friends, 

I’d like to begin by once again offering special thanks and kudos to 
all who organized and participated in the High Holiday services 
this year. We worked together as a community to imbue a difficult 
time with meaning and music, and I am very grateful to all. I am 
also so grateful to the Bar and Bat Mitzvah families. With flexi-
bility, innovation and hard work, these families are keeping this 
important rite of passage alive and well, and we shep naches from 
each and every one of them!

Now we are in the month of Cheshvan, also known as Marches-
hvan, the only month in the Jewish calendar that lacks a holiday, 
or even a fast day. (The history and etymology of this month is 
actually quite interesting and complex. Encyclopedia Judaica, for 
instance, says that Marcheshvan is believed to be etymological-
ly connected with “Arahsammu,” the Assyrian word for “eighth 
month.”)

In some ways, Marcheshvan can bring with it a sigh of relief from 
the intensity of Tishrei and its full dance card of holidays. But 
without holidays there can also be a feeling of sadness and loss, 
leading some Ashkenazim to interpret the “mar,” in Marcheshvan,  
to be connected to the Hebrew word for “bitter.” Some also inter-

pret the term “Mar” as relating to the Hebrew word for “mister,” 
perhaps seeing this as a way to shore up this month by giving it a 
special title of respect!

And maybe this month does embody some special significance. 
Free from the extra special events and responsibilities, perhaps it 
actually offers us a tremendous opportunity. What if it’s a chance 
for us to take the hope and newness of Rosh Hashanah, the 
self-reflection and self-assessment of Yom Kippur, and the beauty 
and joy of Sukkot and Simchat Torah and really integrate these 
things into our lives with renewed purpose? What if Cheshvan 
actually gives us time and space to act on the good intentions and 
good feelings of Tishrei?

The weather is growing colder and the days are darkening, but we 
can carry the light and promise of Tishrei into this new month. 
And don’t forget, we also have a built-in chance for celebration 
each week. Through the magic of Zoom and live-stream, we can 
connect to each other every Shabbat with prayers and music.

Deborah and I wish you all a beautiful and meaningful Cheshvan! 

Cantor Jeff 

TorahTorahTorah
Wednesday, November 11 @ 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by TJC Men’s Club.  

This TOT will be lead and facilitated 
by Rabbi Justus Baird.  

It is open to ALL Men at TJC. 

It will be occur online with a Zoom 
link sent to all interested partici-

pants.

Having a drink and food while 
online is encouraged! 
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I thought that would be an interesting way to catch your 
attention.  No, not my wedding Anniversary. That’s in February.  
Not the arrival of winter.  Nope.  Can you guess?

On November 5, 2019, I finished my drive from Miami and 
began my tenure of Executive Director of The Jewish Center!  
Can you believe it’s been one year already?  With this year, it 
feels like a decade!  But not to fret, here are some highlights of 
the past 12 months.

I experienced one of the mildest winters on record.  Yes, this 
former New Yorker was waiting for that big blizzard which 
never transpired.  I was even mocked by my staff when I was 
outside FaceTiming my daughter during flurries.  When you 
haven’t seen snow for a while, a few flurries are very exciting.

I chanted a Haftarah.  It was one of the few days the Livestream 
was not working so when Rabbi Feldman said “Hello” to my 
family on the Livestream, they were not there.  I told him 
afterwards.

I spilled a tray of wine cups at a Friday Night service.  Still 
reminded to this day by one special member who will remain 
nameless…but he knows who he is!

I had the honor and privilege of working with Rabbi Feldman 
for seven weeks.  It was a short time together, after a 30 year 
friendship, but to this day, I still cherish every minute of it.

I was an Executive Director before, during, and still, through a 
pandemic.  I don’t know what to say about this anymore.

I created Mazal Tov Mondays.  One of the highlights of my 
tenure and a weekly reminder that there are many amazing 
things happening to our members, even in these trying times.  
My joy is seeing the emails, immediately after the Monday 
email, on how people can’t wait to be in the next version.  It 
truly brings a smile to my face and I know, to many others.

I helped with Kiddush Krew!  A wonderful group of volunteers 
who helped bring joy and happiness after Shabbat services.  
Well, I did not really “help” but certainly said hello often.  I can’t 
wait to have everyone back together again.

I helped organize Chanukkah in Palmer Square.  Or at an 
eventual empty retail space, as the temperature dropped below 
20 degrees that night.  We even had gold coins made which 
people really enjoyed.

I enjoyed staff meetings, meeting Congregants, going to homes 
for Shabbat dinners and lunches, and becoming a part of a 
wonderful community here in Princeton.  There are so many 
wonderful memories that it would take a whole bulletin to write 
them all down.

I especially want to say thank you to Maryann Yarin who has 
decided to retire after 14 wonderful years here at TJC.  Maryann 
made me feel very welcome on my arrival and made my job 
so much easier.  Her tireless dedication to TJC will never be 
forgotten.  While we can’t celebrate in person, we will find a way 
for all of us to say thank you for a job well done.  We wish you 
much success in your retirement and hope these years will be 
filled with joy, children and especially…grandchildren.

From our family to yours, wishing everyone a Happy 
Thanksgiving!

Joel

MESSAGE from the 
Executive Director
Joel Berger
609.921.0100 ext. 205  
jberger@thejewishcenter.org

Happy Anniversary!

First Wednesday of every month - 
Starting November 4!
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MESSAGE from the 
Director of Congregational Learning
Sharon Diamondstein  
609.921.0100 ext. 220  
sdiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org

Friends,

I can’t believe I am still sitting in September, writing for 
November.  It seems like a lifetime away.  On a personal level, 
there is much uncertainty in my life (though by the time you read 
this, it will be resolved).  

My life is currently in boxes.  We are packing our house to sell 
(closing date pending), put an offer in on a new house, which we 
subsequently had to withdraw, and so now we wait for a closing 
date and not sure where we are going.

But we have boxes. And our boxes have stuff.  And the stuff is all 
memories.  And I am grateful for all of them.

And as I look around me, I see the giant metaphor, in flashing 
neon lights, and I reflect on the past year.  

We thought we had everything well planned.  School started in 
September of 2019 and the year was off to a great start.  We had 
a new program for our high school students, we had come back 
from a Shabbaton, and we were creating new learning programs 
both for adults and school families.  

Then in December, the unthinkable happened and we lost Rabbi 
Feldman, z’l.  We came together as a community in a way that 
I can only imagine would have made him proud.  We plugged 
along together, until COVID happened.  We pivoted to Zoom 
school, Zoom services, Zoom holidays, and it seemed that we 
were Zooming everywhere, from B’nai Mitzvah to weddings to 
classes to museums.   We were treading water, trying to find some 
balance in the middle of the chaos and learned quickly to adapt 
to everything around us.

Then my husband and I made the decision to sell our house and 
move.  And we put our house into boxes.  We found things from 
the past that we cherished and wanted to hold on to.  We found 
things from the past that we had no use for, so we purged.  And 
we still wonder, as of this writing, where we will land.  

Through this process, I’ve learned that we don’t need to know 
where we will end up.  We had everything planned and nothing 
went the way any of us expected.  We don’t need to know where 
we are going - much like Abraham in Lech Lecha. We just go.  We 
keep moving forward.  We have faith in forces around us.  We 
welcome people into our lives and learn the lessons they teach us.  
And all the stuff?  We can sort the boxes so we know what goes 
where, and then we can decide what to leave behind and what we 
carry forward.  

Sometimes we don’t need to know the when or the where, or 
even the how.  We just need to know what *is*.  Judaism teaches 
that.  We show gratitude for the world around us, for the people 
in our lives, and yes, even for the stuff - the good stuff that will 
eventually come out of the boxes, and the stuff that needs to stay 
taped shut because it is still part of our individual stories that 
shaped us.  And the stuff that we purge, well, we purge so we can 
make room for new stuff.

But we go.  And while we may not know where we are going, 
we can find comfort in knowing that we, like Abraham, will be 
shown the way.  

As we move into the winter months, I invite you to allow 
yourselves to find comfort in living in the “I don’t know.”  Allow 
yourselves to move forward, even without a specific roadmap or 
direction.  Take comfort in knowing that we don’t need to have all 
the answers, and oftentimes, we are better off not knowing how 
the final destination looks.  Like Abraham, let us go forth, and let 
us continue to do so together,with faith and gratitude.

On behalf of Marc, Eric, Jason and I, Happy Thanksgiving.

B’Shalom,

Sharon

For more information , or to RSVP, contact Sharon Diamondstein in the TJC Religious School office at 
(609) 921.0100 ext 220 or sdiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org

 Fridays in November: 
6th
13th
20th
27th
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We are pleased to report on the congregational survey conducted 
in August and September. The survey reinforced the views shared 
by focus group participants, while also bringing to light other 
relevant ideas.  These results supported congregants’ expressed 
desire for a visionary leader, community builder, and pastoral 
leader.  In addition, results from the survey indicated  a desire for 
our Rabbi to be accessible, approachable, and to give dynamic ser-
mons. Of note our congregation represents members of all ages, 
diverse affinity groups and religious affiliations, and the priorities 

regarding Rabbi characteristics were consistent among all. 
A total of 357 congregants completed the survey. All age groups 
and length of membership were well represented among survey 
respondents.  Mirroring the current makeup of our congregation, 
the majority of respondents (76%) did not have children currently 
enrolled in the Religious School.  The subsequent question asked 
respondents to rank the importance of the Rabbi’s involvement 
with different age groups of children.  Overall, parents wanted 
their Rabbi to be actively engaged with their children.  

Rabbi Search Committee Update

The survey asked four key questions related to attributes desired 
in a new Senior Rabbi.    
 
TORAH/LEARNING/EDUCATION (choose 2):
The top two responses from congregants both with and without 
children at home, were to “Be an innovative, creative, and for-
ward thinker” and “Facilitate and promote Jewish learning.” It is 
interesting to note that, while Jewish learning is important to the 
majority of respondents, the choice of “Scholar” did not rank in 
the top two choices. 
 
PRAYER/SERVICES/RITUAL (choose 2):
The top two responses among all responding congregants,were to 
“Give sermons that inspire, challenge, and motivate” and “Help 
create and lead services that are innovative and engaging.”  
  
ACTS OF LOVINGKINDNESS (choose 2):
The one response chosen overwhelmingly was “Provide comfort, 
counseling and caring for congregants and their family members.” 
After that, the  next most popular response was to “Promote Jew-
ish values of social justice at TJC and in the greater community.” 

PERSONAL & PROFESSIONAL SKILLS (choose 3): 
Two responses were chosen by more than half of the respondents: 
“Be an effective communicator and public speaker” and “Be 
accessible and approachable.” After that, “Be a visionary leader,” 
“Get to know congregants as individuals and learn their names,” 
and “Build community while implementing significant changes” 
were all tied for third place.

Hundreds of insightful personal comments provide invaluable 
guidance. A few of the highlights:

Sermons that surprise me by connecting ideas which previously 
did not appear to be related and then deriving new insights.

Someone with a genuine sense of equality and inclusiveness for 
interfaith families, minority families, LGBTQ individuals, women. 
Someone who enjoys engaging with people. 

The new rabbi should be capable of helping TJC navigate the 
changing environment in Jewish living, so that we continue to 
attract members, and continue to retain our current members. 

I hope our next Senior Rabbi can inspire us to attend services, 
reach out to all parts of the community to keep us engaged. Reach 
out to teens to keep them actively involved in the shul. Be a leader, 
make decisions, teach us.

There is no one who will fit the list of requirements the congrega-
tion will create.. To be a successful fit - it needs to be a symbiotic 
relationship.

Strong people skills...inspire congregants to want to be a part of 
TJC

The committee  thanks everyone in the congregation who com-
pleted this survey.  These collective conclusions will now be used 
as an integral part of the Rabbi search interviews. Special thanks 
to the committee members who designed, compiled, analyzed, 
and summarized this information.  Please email rabbisearch@
thejewishcenter.org with any questions or for more information.
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HIGH HOLIDAY FUND                  
     from Ruth and William Besser

GENERAL FUND                  
     from Rabbi Bob Freedman
     from Susan and Jonathan Gross
Judi Fleitman and committee for all 
your hard work on the High Holidays
     from Linda and Art Meisel
Cheryl Mintz for your time and talent 
  to TJC High Holidays, thank you
     from Linda and Art Meisel

In memory of
Carl Daniel
     from Fred and Vivian Daniel
Dr. Irwin Litt
     from Steve and Shelley Barnett, 
 Marcie and Marc Citron
Samuel Morgenstern
     from Gail and Dennis Alba
Pearl Fiegler
     from Sharon Shylit
Elias Shylit
     from Sharon Shylit
Stanley Siegle
     from Rita Swirsky
Arnold Liebman
     from Martha Liebman
Sylvia Zagorin
     from Marilyn and Howard Zagorin
Dr. Leonard Reiffe
     from Barbara and Kent Hochberg, 
 Alan and Deborah Tipermas, 
 Linda and Art Meisel
Gloria Shavel and Matty Shavel
     from Doug and Marcie Shavel
Kevin McCoy
     from Joshua McCoy
Max Friedman
     from Sy and Dorothy Friedman
Tina Struver
     from Rick and Mitzi Seinfeld
Alvin Gordon
     from Marcie and Marc Citron, Gil 
 and Ellen Gordon, Adele Agin, 
 Linda and Art Meisel
Michael Greenstein and Doris Kanter
     from Linda Greenstein

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In honor of
Naomi and Michael Goldin on the baby 
naming of their granddaughter Parker 
Skye (Nessa Tovah)
     from Sally Steinberg-Brent 
 and Dan Brent
Charlotte Friedman
     from Alison Politziner
The High Holiday Committee
     from Moshe and Judith Margolin
Ellen and Gil Gordon on the birth of 
their grandson, Asher Gordon
     from Judith and Moshe Margolin

In memory of
Betty Ribner Borok
     from Shoshana Silberman

ADULT LIBRARY FUND
In memory of
Dr. Irwin Litt
     from Carol and Mark Pollard

ARTS & CULTURAL AFFAIRS
     from Paul Manowitz
     from Sandy Sussman 
     from Ruth Goldston
     from Neil Litt

In honor of
Barbara and Lew Gantwerk
     from Myra Weiner and Irv Newman

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND
In memory of
Reuben Klaben
     from Norma and Phil Papier

ISRAELI AFFAIRS FUND
In honor of
Leon Buzali, Ana Catarrivas and Family
     from Beatrice Bloom

THE JEWISH CENTER 
REFUGEE FUND
     from Alyssa Sharkey
     from Princeton United Methodist 
 Church
     from Rogie and Marty Rome
     from Esther Schor
     from Don and Margaret Skemer
     from Susan Culhane

In memory of
Stan Rand
     from Rick and Donna Rosenberg
Alvin Gordon
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman 
 and Fred Edelman

MARCHAND ESPIR FAMILY 
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION FUND
In memory of
Dr. Irwin Litt
     from Phyllis and Sy Marchand
Louisa Zauli
     from Phyllis and Sy Marchand
Harold Broitman
     from Phyllis and Sy Marchand
Harriet Bogdonoff
     from Phyllis and Sy Marchand

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In honor of
Judi Fleitman
     from Polly Strauss

In memory of
Dr. Irwin Litt
     from Joan and David Rosenfeld

RABBI ADAM FELDMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND
     from Whitney Ross
     from Steve and Shelley Barnett
     from Phyllis and Stephen Hillinger
     from Debra, Bob, Daniel, Jon and 
 Ben Rathauser
     from Donna and David Gabai
     from Steve and Roberta Dick
     from Jacqueline Glodstein
     from Rachel and Ian Scheinmann
     from Josh and Linda Milstein

We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support The Jewish Center by remembering and honoring friends 
and loved ones through their generous contributions:
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     from Rona and Jeff Sands
     from Samantha Surrey

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of
Eliot Freeman’s Aliyah on Yom Kippur
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

In memory of
Dr. Irwin Litt
     from Morton and Deanna Goldstein, 
 Marsha and Eliot Freeman
Robert Freeman
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman
Alvin Gordon
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

RABBI TUCKER LIFE CYCLE FUND
In memory of
Carl Lapka
     from Tiby Lapkin

RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS FUND
In honor of
Jane LeGrange and Doron Zeilberger on 
the birth of their granddaughter
     from Joan Levin
Ziona Silverman for singing Ya-ah-leh 
on Kol Nidre
     from Eve Coulson

In memory of
Samuel Gantwerk
     from Lew and Barbara Gantwerk

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In honor of
The Bat Mitzvah of Noa Zacks
     from Linda and Art Meisel
The Bat Mitzvah of Miki Schnitzer
     from Linda and Art Meisel
Andrea Hoberman and Alan Martinez 
and Family
     from Beatrice Bloom
Sharon Diamondstein
     from Myra Weiner and Irv Newman

SAPOFF ART PURCHASE & 
RESTORATION FUND
     from Lynn Joy and Meyer Sapoff
In honor of

THE SCHNITZER FAMILY 
SHEKEL FUND FOR ADVENTURES 
IN ISRAEL
  from Jen and Jeremy Black, Debbi 
   and Ben Gitterman

SHABBAT LUNCHEON FUND
In memory of
Dr. Leonard Reiffe
     from Mara Leveson
Robert Francis Swallow
     from Michael Swallow

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In honor of
The Bar Mitzvah of Ellis Lynch-Kahn
     from Ellen Banash

Ellen and Gil Gordon on the birth of 
their grandson, Asher Gordon
     from Randy and Debbie Brett

SOCIAL ACTION – HOUSING FUND
In honor of
Ellen and Gil Gordon on the birth of 
their grandson, Asher Gordon
     from Myra Weiner and Irv Newman,
 Sally Steinberg-Brent and Dan Brent
Sami Kahn and Sandy Starr
     from Beatrice Bloom

TORAH REPAIR FUND
In honor of
The High Holidays Planning Committee
     from Gil and Ellen Gordon

YOUTH AND FAMILY 
PROGRAMS FUND
In honor of
The Bat Mitzvah of Miki Schnitzer
     from Myra Weiner and Irv Newman
Andrea Hoberman and Alan Martinez 
and Family
     from Beatrice Bloom
Judi Fleitman, Cheryl Mintz and the 
High Holiday Committee
     from Myra Weiner and Irv Newman

In Memoriam:  
We extend our deepest sympathy in remembering

Our longtime congregant and past president, Alvin Gordon z”l, husband of Felice Gordon and father of Mark, Joel and Neil. 
 
Dr. Leonard Reiffe z”l, brother of Joanne Reiffe Fisbane and Karyn O’Driscoll
 
Harold Starr z”l, father of Sandford Starr.  Harold is survived by his wife Joyce, his three sons, daughters in-law, 
grandchildren and a great grandchild.

Avram Bar-Cohen z”l, father of Barak Bar-Cohen (Alexandra). Avram is survived by Anat Bar-Cohen, Barak (Alexandra) 
Bar-Cohen, Raanan (Rebecca) Bar-Cohen, Talia Bar-Cohen (Adam Litle), Tovah Reis, Chani (Jeff) Fredrick, and Howard 
Pavony (Libbe). Avram was also grandfather to Gabriel, Gefen, Luna, Maya, Nina, Caleb and Isaac.

Ellie Nunes z”l wife of Keith Nunes
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BENJAMIN MISCHEL
November 7

Benjamin Mischel is an active 7th grade honor roll student at Newtown Middle School, in 
Newtown, Pennsylvania. When school and Bar Mitzvah preparations are behind him for the 
day, he enjoys playing and watching basketball, math, writing, card games, and spending time 
with his friends.

LILY LUDMER
November 21

Lily was born with a passion for answers, a trend that has carried throughout her life. 
Whether she’s studying for her Bat Mitzvah, practicing piano, or learning Chinese, 
she’s known as the student who questions everything. For her Chesed project, she 
adopted a piece of a Herrontown Woods, a park she frequents on her quest to gain 
more steps and absorb more audiobooks. In her plot, she restored native plants and 
incorporated a natural history display.

ZOE CLAIRE NULAND
November 21
 
Zoe is an 8th grader at The Academic Institution, formerly known as John Witherspoon 
Middle School.  She was born and raised in Shanghai, China where she was a member of a 
vibrant grass roots Jewish Community, Kehilat Shanghai.  Two years ago, Zoe and her family 
left China, packed a carry-on suitcase and a backpack each and traveled the world for 372 
days.  Twenty-two countries and six continents later they landed in Princeton and have been 
deeply engaged in the TJC community ever since.  Zoe loves animals, fencing, volleyball, art, 

baking/cooking, marine biology and everything about her dad.  She’s acted in many dramas and musicals since she was 
young and just can’t stop herself from TikTok’ing…much to her parents’ chagrin.  She’d like to thank Cantor Jeff, Sharon 
Diamondstein and Nancy Lewis for guiding her through her Bat Mitzvah prep process and she’s honored to be working 
with Rabbi Schoenberg.

PHOEBE DICKLER 
November 14

Phoebe Dickler is a seventh grader in Princeton, NJ. When she’s not studying her Hebrew, you 
can often catch Phoebe on the soccer field with her travel team, drawing, reading, playing with 
her dog, Frankie, drinking bubble tea with her friends in town or dreaming of summers on 
the lake at sleepaway camp in Pennsylvania. Phoebe also volunteers as a buddy with Princeton 
Special Sports. She is a terrific daughter, granddaughter, big sister and friend.
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Judi Fleitman, Committee Chair and Content Producer
Cheryl Mintz, Virtual Director and Line Producer

Rabbi Elliot Salo Schoenberg, Clergy
Rabbi Justus Baird, Clergy
Cantor Jeff Warschauer, Clergy
Joel Berger, our Executive Director, who went above and be-
yond in coordinating so much behind the scenes and being 
a sage advisor
Sharon Diamondstein who coordinated Youth and Family 
Services
Ra’anan Boustan who researched and recommended our 
Supplementary Readings
Phil Carchman who conceptualized our Ne’ilah Service
Robert Lebeau who coordinated our Shacharit and Yom 
Kippur Mincha services
Nancy Lewis who coordinated our High Holiday Honors 
pre-filming, assisted on filming days and edited our High 
Holiday Services 5781 Guide
Linda Milstein who coordinated the pre-filming of Torah 
and Haftarah chanters as well as organizing our Gabbaim
Polly Strauss, our VP of Religious Affairs, who served as 
liaison with The Religious Affairs Committee and provided 
extremely valuable input and support

Yom Kippur Forum
 Panelists:   Lew Gantwerk, Andrea Gaynor, Mike 
Leopold, Judy Margolin

Yom Kippur Mincha Service
 Isaac Mayer, Davener
 
The Shavel Family for the donation of Bimah flowers 
in memory of Matthew Shavel, Gloria Shavel, Merrye 
Shavel-Hudis, Rabbi Adam Feldman
Denise Cheskis, Coordinator, and her team for gift bag 
assembly and distribution

Gift bag assembly: Debbie Brett, Judi Fleitman, Mindy 
Langer, Nancy Lewis and Jay Schnitzer 

Gift bag distribution:  Beatrice Bloom, Debbie Brett, 
Judi Fleitman,  Martha Friedman, Debbi Gitterman, 
Evy Grossman, Helaine Isaacs, Harriet Kass, Riva Levy, 
Nancy Lewis, Linda Milstein, Alison Politziner, 
Tirza Wahrman, Myra Weiner

Arlene Opatut, Food Drive Chair, and volunteers 

Bernie Fleitman for his expertise as IT Consultant both on 
service production and viewing platform coordination

Gil Gordon for serving as “Shomer” and Zoom coordina-
tor for Erev Rosh Hashanah, YomKippur Forum and Yom 
Kippur Mincha services

The Jewish Center Staff:  Joel Berger, Executive Director; 
Sharon Diamondstein, Director of Congregational Learn-
ing;   Maryann Yarin, Office Manager;  Roni Garrison, 
Administrative Assistant; Cynthia Richman, Administrative 
Assistant; Daryl Rothman, Youth and Family Program Co-
ordinator; Custodial Staff:  Nikita Agyei, Marc Sene Charles 
and Khaled Ahmed

Mindy Langer, Ritual Assistant, for her work in coordinat-
ing the Torah Service

Our professional production team who worked respectfully 
and diligently on producing our services: 
Seth Mellman, Director of Photography, Perry Jones, IT and 
Technical Support, Editor Alison Cote, Production Coordi-
nator and Floor Manager

Bible Baboker
Saturdays, 8:45 a.m. 

Each week a reminder notice is sent. 
If anyone wishes to participate, they 
are welcome to join via Zoom.

Email Michael Goldin, at 
mmgold18@yahoo.com to receive the 
zoom link.

Zoom video study session 
each week. 

Thank You to Our High Holiday 5781 Planning Committee
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THIS YEAR MORE THAN EVER

Thank you to our generous donors with whose help we have raised $100,000, toward our goal of $250,000!

Donate now!
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I/We want to contribute to The Jewish Center's 5781 Annual Fund. 

Name----------------------------------- 

Street Address------------------------------ 

City _________________ State __ _ Zip __________ _ 

Telephone: (cell) _________ (home) _____________ _ 

Email -----------------------------------

Enclosed is my/ our gift: 

□ $900

0 I wish my gift to be anonymous 

Payment Type: 

0 $500 

0 $180 Other _____ _ 

0 Check O Visa 0 Mastercard 0 Amex O Securities 

Please make checks payable to: The Jewish Center 

Account Number ______________ Exp. Date __ / ___ CVV ___ _ 

Signature ---------------------------------

□ I/We want to make a gift of stock or mutual funds. Please have someone contact us.

0 I/we want to make a gift with an IRA Charitable Roller (the donor must be at least age 70 ½ at 
the time of transfer and the funds must pass directly from the donor's IRA custodian to TJC) 
Please have someone contact us with specific instructions. 

0 I/We are interested in including The Jewish Center in my/our estate planning. 

Please have someone contact us about setting up a Life and Legacy gift. 

□ $54000 $7200 □ $3600 □ $1800 0 $360 

GIVING LEVELS
Manhigim   Leaders  $7200 and above
Giborim   Heroes  $5400 and above
Amudim   Pillars  $3600 and above
Shomrim   Guardians  $1800 and above
Bonim   Builders  $900 and above
Tormim   Supporters  $500 and above
Haverim   Friends  $180 and above
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9:00 AM Morning Minyan
9:00 AM Religious School - 3rd & 4th Grade
9:30 AM Religious School - Pre-k to 2nd Grade
10:00 AM Religious School - 5th & 6th Grade
11:00 AM Religious School - 7th Grade
5:00 PM Rabbi Search Committee

7:30 PM Jay Schnitzer - Baking NY 
 Style Black and White Cookies

4:00 PM Religious School - 5th & 6th Grade
5:00 PM Religious School - 3rd & 4th Grade
7:30 PM Interfaith Program

7:00 AM Morning Minyan
12:15 PM Adult Ed Programs - Talmud 
 Study
4:00 PM Religious School - 5th & 5th Grade
5:00 PM Religious School - 3rd & 4th Grade
7:00 PM Religious School - 7th Grade
7:30 PM #Sulam

8:00 PM Great Minds Salon - Featuring 
 Lily Brent

 
Candle Lighing is 4:30pm

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

8:45 AM Bible Baboker 
9:30 AM Shabbat Morning Service / 
 Bar Mitzvah of 
                      Ben Mischel
11:00 AM Shabbat Katan

9:00 AM Morning Minyan
9:00 AM Religious School - 3rd & 4th Grade
9:30 AM Religious School - Pre-k to 2nd Grade
10:00 AM Religious School - 5th & 6th Grade
11:00 AM Religious School - 7th Grade
3:00 PM Jews of Uganda - Rabbi 
 Schoenberg and Rabbi Felix
5:00 PM EC Meeting

7:30 PM Soothe Your Eyes, Soothe 
 Yourself - Barbara Abramson

 
4:00 PM Religious School - 5th & 6th Grade
5:00 PM Religious School - 3rd & 4th Grade
7:00 PM Religious Affairs Committee 
 Meeting

7:00 AM Morning Minyan 
12:15 PM Adult Ed Programs - Talmud 
 Study
4:00 PM Religious School - 5th & 5th Grade
5:00 PM Religious School - 3rd & 4th Grade
7:00 PM Religious School - 7th Grade
7:30 PM #Sulam

7:30 PM Rabbi Wisnia Class Candle Lighting is 4:24pm
 
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

8:45 AM Bible BaBoker
9:30 AM Shabbat School - 4th Grade
9:30 AM Shabbat Morning Service/
 Bat Mitzvah of Phoebe Dickler
10:15 AM Havurah Minyan

9:00 AM Morning Minyan
9:00 AM Religious School - 3rd & 4th Grade
9:30 AM Religious School - Pre-k to 2nd Grade
10:00 AM Religious School - 5th & 6th Grade
11:00 AM Religious School - 7th Grade
5:00 PM Board Meeting

 
7:30 PM A Long Walk Down a Winding 
 Road - Sam Farmer

Rosh Chodesh Kislev

4:00 PM Religious School - 5th & 6th Grade
5:00 PM Religious School - 3rd & 4th Grade
7:30 PM TJC Book Club - The World That 
 We Knew by Alice Hoffman

7:00 AM Morning Minyan
12:15 PM Adult Ed Programs - Talmud Study
4:00 PM Religious School - 5th & 5th Grade
5:00 PM Religious School - 3rd & 4th Grade
7:00 PM Religious School - 7th Grade
7:00 PM Rabbi Search Committe
7:30 PM #Sulam

9:30 AM JCW: NOSH & DROSH, 
 Gila Levin
7:30 PM Rabbi Wisnia Class

Candle Lighting is 4:19pm

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

8:45 AM Bible BaBoker
9:30 AM Shabbat School - 3rd Grade
9:30 AM Shabbat Morning Service/ 
 Bat Mitzvah of Lily Ludmer
5:00 PM Shabbat Mincha - Bat 
 Mitzvah of Zoe Neuland

9:00 AM Morning Minyan
9:00 AM Religious School - 3rd & 4th Grade
9:30 AM Religious School - Pre-k to 2nd Grade
10:00 AM Religious School - 5th & 6th Grade
11:00 AM Religious School - 7th Grade
7:00 PM Creating Your Legacy / 
 Ethical Wills
7:30 PM #Sulam

4:00 PM Religious School - 5th & 6th Grade
5:00 PM Religious School - 3rd & 4th Grade

7:00 AM Morning Minyan
12:15 PM Adult Ed Programs - 
 Talmud Study

Thanksgiving Day Candle Lighting is 4:15pm

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

8:45 AM Bible BaBoker 
9:30 AM Shabbat Morning Service/ 
10:15 AM Havurah Minyan

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

9:00 AM Morning Minyan

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

7:00 PM Reverend Blanks - 
 Session I - Christian Faith 
 and how it applies to the 
 Major Issues of our Time

All programs are held via Zoom 
until further notice.

All communications are via 
email. If you are NOT on our 
email list, please email us at 
info@thejewishcenter.org

           November 2020                                                      Cheshvan/Kislev 5781
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30
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All programs are held via Zoom 
until further notice.

All communications are via 
email. If you are NOT on our 
email list, please email us at 
info@thejewishcenter.org
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As the director of Repair the World Atlanta, Lily engages 
young adults in meaningful volunteer services with local 
partners, through critical self reflection, study of a Jewish 
approach to social justice and strengthening alliances 
among diverse communities. Prior to joining Repair the World, 
Lily’s professional life focused on creating the conditions for 
youth to reach their full potential in the U.S. and abroad. 
She has provided psychosocial support to adolescents in 
such diverse settings as a New York City public school and 
outpatient psychiatric clinic, a D.C. mentoring program for 
kids in foster care, and the Agahozo Shalom Youth Village in 
Rwanda. She has worked on adolescent sexual/reproductive 
health & rights in Niger and Bangladesh, and ensuring that 
women and youth can access the benefits of development 
projects in Benin, Mongolia and Nepal. Lily also spent three 
years working to reform criminal justice policy and practice 
in Arkansas, Illinois, New York, Oklahoma and Virginia. Lily is a 
graduate of the Princeton public schools as well as Oberlin 
College and Columbia University. She is the proud daughter 
of Sally Steinberg and Dan Brent. 

THURSDAY, November 5 
Director, Repair the World 

Atlanta

Lily Brent

Transactional 
v. Transformational 

Volunteering: Tikkun Olam in the 
Time of COVID

8:00-9:00 p.m. Via Zoom
OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY! RSVP REQUESTED BUT NOT REQUIRED TO INFO@THEJEWISHCENTER.ORG
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Adult Hebrew 
Sunday Zoom Classes 

Are Back!
 

 •  9:00-10:00 a.m.  Intermediate Hebrew   
 •  10:00-11:00 a.m.   Advanced Hebrew   
 •  11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Beginners Hebrew
       

For further information contact: 
Edna Bryn-Noiman at
edna.bryn@gmail.com 

Havurah Minyan: 
Study Service

10:00 a.m. 
November 14 & 28

via Zoom
Minyan members prepare and lead  an in-depth 

discussion of a range of  material that is usually, but not 
always, related to the themes of the weeks’ 

Torah portion. Newcomers welcome. To receive a 
Zoom invitation, or for more information, 

contact neillitt@outlook.com.  

Bedtime 

Story 

Project
We will be collecting children’s pajamas 

and story books for JFCS to 
distribute to needy families.  

There will be a box set up somewhere 
on-site for people to make donations. 

The program will run from 

December 1-10, 
just after Thanksgiving through the first 

days of Chanukah.  

Open to the community, so please tell 
your friends!
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TJC Welcomes 
These Members: 

Gregg and Zvia Schoenberg
Arthur Mikhno and Marian Kozhan

William and Kim Boxer
Diane Guvenis

Welcome!

Membership Update: Full Speed Ahead!

We are pleased to report that TJC continues to attract a steady stream of new and prospective members. Some are new-
comers to the greater Princeton area, while others who have lived here longer are seeking a deeper connection with the 
local Jewish community. 

We have also been reaching out to our existing congregants. After calling each member family twice back in the spring, we 
completed another round of calls in August and September. 

One new member recently wrote, “I thought it was so kind of the synagogue to have people reaching out to others. It is that 
spirit that makes me and my husband want to be part of the community, though it is a bit hard to get to know the other 
wonderful people there in this covid-19 era.“ 

Many of the people who made calls likewise found it to be an amazing experience.  They got to connect with people they 
hadn’t spoken to in years, and found it a great way to meet new people.

These calls go a long way toward strengthening the bonds among our members and we plan to continue them as the pan-
demic continues into the colder months.

How can you help?
If you know of a family who may have an interest in learning more about TJC, please tell us or Executive Director Joel 
Berger. Also, please let us know if any members who are feeling less connected these days, so we can reach out to them.

Finally, please let us know if you would like to join the membership committee in making phone calls to members, or if 
you’d like to become a member of the committee.

B’shalom,

Bret Jacknow   Naomi Richman Neumann
Membership Co-Chair  VP, Membership and Administration
bret.jacknow@gmail.com    naomirichman@comcast.net

MEMBERSHIP

TJC College Connection
 
o Do you have a child in college?

o Would you love them to receive a Chanukkah box 
from TJC?

o Email us their name, mailing address and email 
address and we will take it from there.

o Email to info@thejewishcenter.org and put
College Box in the Subject line.
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Our September NOSH & DROSH morning was very meaningful thanks to Guest Facilitator, Rabbi Julie Roth.

Rabbi Julie started the discussion by explaining the meanings of the blasts of the shofar and connecting those meanings to feelings 
and emotions.

We were then invited to participate in a writing excercise. Rabbi Julie asked that we recall when we have felt broken and shattered,
as well as when we have felt whole again.

Our memories represented the blasts of the shofar. Participants had the opportunity to share their thoughts, and we realized that there 
were many common themes: loss, relationships, fear, and hope.
 
Rabbi Julie hoped that in preparation for Yom Kippur we could both look at that which is shattered and that which is whole;
making space in our hearts for both.
 
This guided discussion brought us to thinking about blessings in preparation for Yom Kippur.
 
Rabbi Julie assigned each of us letters of the alphabet and as a group we wrote a beautiful acrostic blessing which we’d like to share:
 

Jewish Center Women

November 19 

December 17

    A -  Always being hopeful
   B -  Bless our congregation with happiness 
  and good health
   C -  Calm in the place of chaos
   D -  Determination to fix the things we can
   E -  Extraordinary compassion
   F -  Food for the hungry
   G -  Gratitude
   H -  Good Health
   I -  Freedom, imagination and integrity
  J -  Joy to celebrate
   K -  Kindness to one another
   L -   Loving others as we want to be loved
   M -  Memory and recollection to help shape 
 the future we want

   N -  Noticing value
   O -  Osher and Opulence
   P -  Purpose
   Q -  Quality time with family and alone time
   R -  Really, really good home-cooked meals
   S -  Spiritual uplift
   T -  Thoughtfulness
   U -  Understanding
   V-  Diminished violence and increased virtue
   W -  Wonder at the glory of nature
   X -  ‘X’altation at small wins
   Y -  Yearnings fulfilled
   Z -  waking up each day and being filled 
 with the Zest for living a good life

We are very grateful to Rabbi Julie for the insight she provided for our meeting and for helping us to prepare our hearts for Yom Kippur. 
Our morning together was most memorable and uniquely special. 

May the New Year be full of your blessings from A-Z.
Cynthia and Lauren

May this be a year of blessing:

Facilitator, Gila Levin: “What’s happening in 
the Jewish world today.”

Rabbi Justus Baird will be our Facilitator. 
December’s meeting will be dedicated to 

Rabbi Adam Feldmanz”l.
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UNRAVELING THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE ISRAELI LEGAL SYSTEM: 
SEEKING AN EQUILIBRIUM BETWEEN HALACHA AND SECULARISM 

 
ZOOM LECTURE WITH QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH FROM 7:00 TO 8:30 PM 
 

ALEXANDER KAYE, PH.D. 
The tension between secular politics and religious fundamentalism is a problem shared by many 
modern states. This is certainly true of the State of Israel, where the religious-secular schism 
provokes conflict at every level of politics and society.  Driving this schism is the idea of the 
halakhic state, the demand by many religious Jews that Israel should be governed by the law of 
the Torah as interpreted by Orthodox rabbis. Understanding this idea is a priority for anyone with 
an interest in its future. 

In his presentation, Dr. Kaye will trace the foundations and evolution that have led to the current 
complex Israeli legal system. He will provide case histories showing the path and rationale for 
legal decisions in several areas, including marriage, women’s rights, and personal identity.  
 

 

This is the first in a series of IDIC presentations focusing on facets of contemporary Israeli law, Understanding the Legal 
System in Israel and Its Impact on Israeli Society.  We will examine the interaction of religious law, civil law, military law, 
and international law, and specific outcomes of those interactions.  
 
The Israel Dialogue Initiative Committee of The Jewish Center is charged with providing congregants with programming that examines 
in depth those aspects of Israel and Israeli society that are sometimes controversial or confounding to American Jews and seldom 
broached in other TJC programming.  
 

 This program is open to the community free of charge. 
 

Registration is required. Please send an email with your name and course code “IDIC-1” to: 
 

adulteducation@thejewishcenter.org  
 

Alexander Kaye, Ph.D., is a leading authority in the history of Jewish thought, with a 
special focus on political thought, the history of law and theories of Jewish modernity.  
His research in the history of Israel focuses on the relationship between law, religion, 
and politics, in particular, the history of religious Zionism.  His latest book, The 
Invention of Jewish Theocracy (Oxford University Press, 2020), traces the origins of 
the idea, to track its development, and to explain its crucial importance in Israel's past 
and present.  Dr. Kaye is the Karl, Harry, and Helen Stoll Assistant Professor of Israel 
Studies at Brandeis University.  Dr. Kaye’s book will be available for sale at a discount 
to attendees.  

 

Israel Dialogue 
Initiative Committee 
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Tuesday, November 17
7:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

December 15     Mark Helprin’s Paris in the Present Tense
January 19    Kristy Manning’s  Song of the Jade Lily
February 16 Talia Carner’s The Third Daughter

We’ll be meeting by Zoom to discuss:
  
Alice Hoffman’s The World That We Knew

Alice Hoffman brings magical realism to the Holocaust novel…Arguably, every 
single historical novel should evoke those two much-quoted lines of William 
Faulkner’s: “The past is never dead. It’s not even past.” But coming away from 
Alice Hoffman’s gravely beautiful new novel, “The World That We Knew” … 
those words ring particularly true.   (New York Times)

For future planning, save these dates and read these books:  

If you have a Princeton Public Library card, you can reserve the upcoming books.  The library has multiple copies of  
these titles.  They can also be ordered online, and you can click on the synagogue link (below) to order a book from 
Amazon to earn a commission for the Synagogue:

https://thejewishcenter.org/Participate-With-Us/Our-Commitees/Book-Club.aspx

                                                        
All are welcome to join our Book Club.  Please contact Louise Sandburg for more information:  
louisesandburg@sandsmith.com

Next read:
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2020 TJC Annual Yom Kippur Food Drive
 
A year like no other!
 
Food insecurity has always been a very serious problem.  Today it is more serious 
than ever.  
 
TJC has a long history of partnering with Arm-in-Arm to support the hungry.  
We have provided as much as 4,000 pounds of food to their pantry in a given 
year.  They have learned to count on us to provide food for those in need.  This 
year we decided to expand our drive and provide food to the Arm-in-Arm 
community AND Jewish Family and Children’s Services.  Both organizations are 
serving a much larger population than ever before, and I’m grateful that we were 
able to help both of them.
 
While the grocery list remained the same, the entire collection process had to be 
drastically changed.  Our tried and true was no longer going to work.  Thank you 
to everyone who took the time to go to the markets to bring TJC overwhelming 
amounts of groceries and very generous gift cards.
 
We collected close to 5,000 pounds of food and over $3,000 in gift cards for use 
in the various local markets.
 
I was overwhelmed by the number of people who volunteered to help collect, 
unpack, sort - kosher/non-kosher - and re-pack grocery bags to be given to Arm-
in-Arm and JFCS.  It was our intent to distribute the food equally between the 
two organizations.
 
Special thanks to Mel Benarde, Debbie Brett, Lew Gantwerk, Diane Girer, Susan 
Gross, Heidi Joseph, Harriet Kass, Jon Katz, Mindy Langer, Susan Levine, Nan-
cy Lewis, Josh Milstein, Linda Milstein, Alison Politziner, Ray Kaufman, Mik 
Rosenthal, Carol Schwartz, Diane Schwartz, Ed Simon, Lori Simon, Elisa Spiegel, 
Roberta Sternthal, Olga Tchikindas, Rina Traub and Sandy Wilson.  It was a plea-
sure to spend the time with all of you.
 
I’d also like to extend a special thank you to Anthony Sanfilippo, manager of 

Due to Covid-19 we're collecting in a different way
 

Monday, September 21 - Friday, September 25 
 

 Drop bags off at TJC between 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
 

LaLast year we broke all records of past food collections.  
We're counting on you to make this year even better! 
 All food will be donated to the Kosher food pantry 
Jewish Family & Children's Services and Arm-In-Arm

 
Please open your hearts to those in need.

All foods should be non-perishable, with no glass 
ccontainers, and no outdated items please. Requested 

foods are shown below.

Hot & Cold Healthy Cereals - 
  Oatmeal, Grits, Cream of Wheat, 
  etc.
Shelf stable milk in boxes - 
  Parmalat, Almond Milk 
Applesauce
Canned lCanned low fructose fruit 
  or fruit cups
Canned low sodium Vegetables
Canned proteins - Tuna in water,
   Salmon, Chili, Chicken 
Canned Potatoes
Honey
RiRice
Pasta
Boxed Macaroni & Cheese
Dried beans
Tomato sauce
Gluten-free items
Healthy Snacks
PPeanut Butter
Jelly
Olive oil
Canola oil
Herbs and spices

5781

thank you!
McCaffreys for always supporting our 
drives - and providing us with paper 
bags, Marc and James, our custodial 
staff, who made sure that we had a 
coffee set-up and water every morning, 
and Joel Berger, who was kind enough 
to send out email blasts to the congre-
gation several times during the week 
leading up to our drive.
 
As I said before, a year like no other!  

May we see a safe, healthy and sweet 
5781,

Arlene Opatut
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Monday, November 9 at 7:30 p.m.

SOOTHE YOUR EYES, SOOTHE YOUR SELF
Are you spending hours a week staring 
at your screens or searching for faces 
on Zoom? Such narrow, intense focus 
can create tension in your eyes, neck, 
shoulders, and elsewhere in your body. 
It can also inhibit breathing and even 
contribute to anxiety. When tension 
becomes habitual, it becomes hard to 
sense or something we think we have 
to live with. We can, however, let go of 
unnecessary tension by doing gentle, easy movements with 
guided attention. This brings renewed awareness of what we 
are feeling, enabling change and allowing us to soothe our eyes 
and our whole selves.

Barbara Abramson, a teacher of the Feldenkrais Method® of 
Somatic Education, will lead a lesson in self-discovery and 
relaxation around the use of your eyes.
Free and open to the community

Arts & Culture

Pre-registration required for all events. These programs are open to all. Look for emails with complete details.
Helaine Isaacs and Lynne Ross, Co-Chairs  |   artsandculture@thejewishcenter.org

Latke making with Sherry Meyer 
Monday, December 7 at 7:30 p.m.
Unusual and Yummy Latkes Save The Date!

November

A Long Walk down 
a Winding Road 
Monday, November 16 
7:30 p.m.
Author presentation with Sam 
Farmer.

Steps for overcoming adversity from 
the perspective of someone living on 
the autism spectrum Interwoven with 
real stories of personal triumphs, A 
Long Walk Down a Winding Road 
offers clear advice and simple steps for 
overcoming adversity and improving 
quality of life. The stories and wisdom 
shared will inspire and empower 
everyone to pursue greater happiness 
and success.

Baking NY Style 
Black and White 
Cookies

Jay Schnitzer of Abba 
Jay’s Bakery

Monday, November 2 
7:30 p.m.
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At the beginning of the summer, I contacted TJC’s Interfaith Refugee Resettlement 
Committee in the hope of getting a role as a volunteer who would help a local family in 
Princeton. The head of the committee told me that there was a family with three younger boys 
who recently moved to Princeton, and it would be nice if I could come play with the boys and try 
and teach them basic English as we go along. I’ve now been volunteering for the past couple 
months, and it has been a grand success. 

Usually, we spend most of our time at the local park. Our activities include: the swings, 
playing on the jungle gym, playing basketball, running around the baseball diamond, etc. These 
boys LOVE, the swings. I should have never taught them the words, “super fast”, because it is 
very exhausting to push the three of them at once. Once I push one of the boys fast, the boy on 
the other side of the swingset wants to go fast. It’s a never ending loop. There is also a lot of 
spontaneity as well. Sometimes we will go for walks, read a book, or play on the skatepark if it’s 
unoccupied. 

Throughout the last couple months the boys’ English has definitely improved. Whenever 
we read, they are extremely eager to learn and understand. Since the school year has started, I 
have begun tutoring a middle-aged boy in English. He is so absorbent and engaged while 
learning. He makes my job easy. He’s so proud of what he learned, he repeats it the entire walk 
home. My time with the three boys has been very meaningful to me, and I really think they are 
settling in well in Princeton.

 

SOCIAL ACTION

Cast Your Vote! 
The election is finally here, so please 
make sure your vote is counted! 
Either drop it in the mail so that it 
is postmarked by November 3 or 
deliver it to a secure dropbox, board 
of election office, or your polling 
station. Please review nj.gov/state/
elections/vote.shtml for locations and 
deadlines.

This message was brought to you by 
the Social Action Committee.

Shabbat Katan

Monthly	Young	Family	Service	and	Get-together

Shabbat	mornings	at	11:00	am	in	the	Youth	Lounge	on	

November 3 ● December 8, 2018
2019 Dates to be announced soon!   

Celebrate your child's birthday or other milestone by sponsoring a Shabbat Katan 
lunch.  Call Sharon Diamondstein, Director of Congregational Learning at 
sdiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org or 609-921-7207 to arrange.

435 Nassau Street, Princeton, NJ 08540
609.921.0100 • www.thejewishcenter.org

The Jewish Center is a non-profit organization. Our policy is not to deny membership or education to any person based on financial need.

Please join us for Kabbalat Shabbat Katan 
and greet Shabbat with young  
families from TJC!

We will sing songs, tell stories, and 
make new friends!

  

Kabbalat Shabbat Katan

This spirited service is 
designed for preschool-
aged children and 
their families. Led by  
music teacher Susan 
Sacks and parents, this 
interactive Shabbat 
experience includes 
stories, prayers, songs, 
and a brief Torah 
reading.

Shabbat Katan
NNoovveemmbbeerr  77
11:00 am

Mark your calendar for

Open to the 
Community!

NNoovveemmbbeerr  1144
5:45 pm

Open to the Community!

Social Action
You are welcome to join our next meeting. Email socialaction@thejewishcenter.org for more 
information

A Service Story by TJC member Sam Borovoy

What’s your Service Story? Share it with the Social Action Committee.
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via ZOOM

via ZOOM

Questions?  Call Sharon Diamondstein at (609) 921-7207 or email at
SDiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org

Shabbat Katan

Monthly	Young	Family	Service	and	Get-together

Shabbat	mornings	at	11:00	am	in	the	Youth	Lounge	on	

November 3 ● December 8, 2018
2019 Dates to be announced soon!   

Celebrate your child's birthday or other milestone by sponsoring a Shabbat Katan 
lunch.  Call Sharon Diamondstein, Director of Congregational Learning at 
sdiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org or 609-921-7207 to arrange.

435 Nassau Street, Princeton, NJ 08540
609.921.0100 • www.thejewishcenter.org

The Jewish Center is a non-profit organization. Our policy is not to deny membership or education to any person based on financial need.

Please join us for Kabbalat Shabbat Katan 
and greet Shabbat with young  
families from TJC!

We will sing songs, tell stories, and 
make new friends!

  

Kabbalat Shabbat Katan

This spirited service is 
designed for preschool-
aged children and 
their families. Led by  
music teacher Susan 
Sacks and parents, this 
interactive Shabbat 
experience includes 
stories, prayers, songs, 
and a brief Torah 
reading.

Shabbat Katan
NNoovveemmbbeerr  77
11:00 am

Mark your calendar for

Open to the 
Community!

NNoovveemmbbeerr  1144
5:45 pm

Open to the Community!
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ADVERTISE WITH US!
Please support our advertisers. If you’d like to advertise in our bulletin, printed 11 times a year, 

please contact our TJC office at (609) 921-0100 or info@thejewishcenter.org.

We are happy (and sad) to announce the 
retirement of Maryann Yarin from TJC on 
November 1.  Maryann dedicated the past 14 
years to her work here at TJC and we wish her 
all the best for her future.  

Thank you Maryann!

Save the Date!

Chanukkah in 
Palmer Square

  
December 13.

Thank 
You!
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I will donate $180 in honor of each of my TJC clients who 
buy or sell a home this year.   

The donation will be made to the fund of their choice.   
 

BLOOM WHERE YOU’RE PLANTED AND GROW! 

Contact me to schedule a FREE confidential consultation 
Office: 609-921-1900|Cell: 609-577-2989|info@BeatriceBloom.com|BeatriceBloom.com 

Thank you!

To advertise, please call the office at 609-921-0100 or email us at info@thejewishcenter.org
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 —Avot De Rebbe Natan

Heidi Joseph
Sales Associate, REALTOR®

Office: 609.924.1600
Mobile: 609.613.1663
heidi.joseph@foxroach.com

PRINCETON OFFICE | 253 Nassau Street | Princeton, NJ 08540
609.924.1600 | www.foxroach.com

©2013 An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.© Equal Housing Opportunity. lnformation not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Insist on … Heidi Joseph.

Each and every person is the king 
or queen of their own home. 
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Contributions
The Jewish Center is grateful for the many donations that you give both in honor of joyous occasions and in memory of 
beloved family and friends. To make the logistics easier and the gifting choices clearer, a donor form is printed on the 
back of each monthly newsletter. Donor forms are also available in the Main Office. We thank you for the generosity that 
goes into each of these donations!

Your name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter:  _____________________________________________________

Donor’s Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Occasion:    In memory of:     In honor of:   Name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Send donation acknowledgement to:  ________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(A beautiful new tribute card will be sent for contributions of $18 or more. A listing will be posted as you would 
like it to appear in the newsletter for any donated amount.)
Amount Enclosed: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate your choice below and mail this form and a check to The Jewish Center, 435 Nassau St., Princeton, NJ 08540. 
If you are interested in planned giving opportunities, please call The Jewish Center office, 609-921-0100 ext. 200.

Funds
  General
  Adult Education
  Adult Library
  Arts & Cultural Affairs
  Fran Amir Community Service Trip Fund 
  Hazzan’s Music Fund
   Irving N. Rabinowitz Conversational 
Hebrew Fund

  Israeli Affairs Fund
  Jess & Marion Epstein Lunch & Learn Fund 
  The Jewish Center Refugee Fund
  Jewish Center Women
  LASHIR
  Life and Legacy Endowment Fund
   Marchand Espir Family Holocaust 
Education Fund

  Men’s Club

  Neimark Senior Mitzvah Fund
   New Siddur ($36) New Chumash ($75)
New Machzor ($36)

  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
  Rabbi Feldman Memorial Fund
  Rabbi Tucker Life Cycle Fund
  Religious Affairs Fund
  Religious School Fund 
  Sapoff Art Purchase & Restoration Fund
  The Schnitzer Family Shekel Fund 

     for Adventures in Israel 
  Shabbat Luncheon Fund  
  Silver Circle Scholarship Fund
  Social Action
  Social Action - Housing Fund
  Steven Levine Special Education Fund 
  Torah Repair Fund

  Youth and Family Programs

Plaques and Remembrances
  Memorial Plaque $350 
   Tree of Life Leaf $216 

(to commemorate a simcha)

Giving Opportunities
  Adult Ed Lecture or Series $300-$600 
   Sponsor a Shabbat Congregational 
Luncheon $2,500 or Shabbat  
Kiddush $600 

Brick Pavers 
  Small - $250 
  Medium - $500 
  Large - $750

* Now you can donate through our website.  
Go to www.thejewishcenter.org and follow the instructions!

Scan code to donate
 via phone or tablet.


