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Aims of this session

 To explore the physical skills involved in writing 
(occupational therapist - Lisa)

 To find out about the link between communication,  
reading and writing.

 To share strategies, ideas and resources for 
supporting your children with writing at home.



Learning to write
 What were your experiences of 

learning how to write at school?
 What did you find difficult?
 Can you remember what you enjoyed 

about learning to write?



How the teaching and learning of 
writing has changed since we went to 

school…

 Children are taught to develop ideas and 
content for writing. They are also taught to 
spell, use grammar and punctuation, and to 
form letters (handwriting). 

 We never ‘just write’. No more writing for 
writing’s sake! It always has a purpose. 

 It’s about real life context and experience 
through a variety of different genres.

 Children are also taught to evaluate their 
work.



How do we learn to 
write?
Pre-writing skills

Formation

Legibility

Fluidity and speed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Handwriting is a very complex skill to master, one which involves linguistic, cognitive, perceptual and motor components, all of which have to be coordinated into an integrated fashion.Although we take it for granted, some people, young and old, find handwriting very difficult to perform and feel they need help to perfect the skill.



Talk for writing

Story writing
If children learn stories orally, it 

improves the quality of their 
writing and develops the 
children's self confidence as 
story tellers. If a child knows a 
story really well, it makes the 
task of writing easier because 
they do not have to compose at 
the same time as tackling 
handwriting, spelling and 
punctuation.

Non Fiction
The same idea works for 

other types of writing. 
Children need to know 
what they want to write, 
before putting pencil to 
paper.

What can we do to help?
- Read lots, talk lots!

- Use of counters: plan sentence, count words, one counter for each word.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why do teenagers need to experience stories? One of the biggest ways to improve literacy – sentence structure, vocab etc.  Blueprint for imaginative writing. Stories can also help problem solve or tackle difficult issues.Can also be relaxing. 



Different types (genres) of writing 
the children learn at West Lea

Fiction
Story writing
Poetry
Diary writing
Play scripts
Descriptions (Character, 

setting etc…)

Non Fiction
Newspaper
Recounts
Persuasive
Information
Explanation
Balanced argument
Instructions
Informal and formal letters



Common ‘problems’ – what can we 
do?

I don’t know what to write!

Many misspelt words

Writing doesn’t sit on the line

Some letters are back to front

Difficulty organising ideas

Hard to read the letters/words

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mind maps. Visual stress – writing on tinted paper, change background on ICT.



How can you help develop writing?
 Take away their fear. 
 Reassure and praise whenever possible. Please 

do not get hung up on spelling and handwriting.
 Let them see you writing – shopping lists, 

emails, perhaps even write them a story!
 Let them see you make mistakes with your 

writing! They need to understand that adults 
are not perfect writers! We have frameworks 
and starting points to help us too. 

 Let your children draw and write for fun on 
their own.



What activities can you do at home?
 Write messages on funky post it notes or emails to each other.
 Encourage them to keep a diary either for themselves or for 

their pet.
 Write funny stories and letters to each other.
 Regular writing to a relative or close family friend – there is 

nothing more magical than receiving a letter through the post. 
 Make it fun – get different coloured paper, pens, chalk, let them 

use the computer. 
 Get them to make scrap books on holiday, write postcards, get a 

pen pal, write to their favourite pop group.
 If they’ve seen a film they loved, they could write a diary as one 

of its characters or write a play script of the story.
 Writing a match report on a match they played in on the weekend.
 Write a letter/ diary entry to their friend or teacher about what 

they have done over the weekend.
 Games: hangman, scrabble, anagrams.



 http://www.talesfromtheglovebox.co.uk/
 http://www.wordle.net/
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/english/
 http://www.magickeys.com/books/
 www.storybird.com
 www.literacytrust.org.uk
 www.ictgames.com
 www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/your_involvement/ 
 www.topmarks.co.uk/parents/readingtips.aspx 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/magickey/index.shtml
 http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/story-starters/

Websites

http://www.talesfromtheglovebox.co.uk/
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/magickey/index.shtml


And finally…

 If you have any questions? Come and see us…

 Thank you for coming along!
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