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WITCH, 1898
A yacht that reaches 122 without a rebuild 
is a true rarity. Witch, originally Belem, 
was built by Dickies of Tarbert as an open 
boat to ferry passengers and goods 
between the Isle of Gigha and the Scottish 
mainland. She was later converted to a 
38ft 8in (11.8m) cutter-rigged yacht. Her 
current owner often sails her singlehanded.

VIOLA, 1908
The 48ft 1in (14.7m) Fife IIIyacht – and her 
crew – switched ownership a few years ago 
and was re-rigged to original in 2016, after 
a disastrous broken mast at Monaco in 
2015. These days, she’s one of those boats 
everyone talks about at regattas and will 
return in 2020 to her birthplace for the fi rst 
Fifes on the Clyde regatta in seven years. 

GRETA, 1892
Thames sailing barges are supremely 
adapted to their purpose of carrying 
cargos over shoal waters, able to dry out 
level, and drawing just 7in (17cm) over a 
hull length of 80ft (24.4m). This one is an 
early, wooden-hulled boat and today works 
as a charter vessel. She’s also thought to 
be the oldest surviving ‘Dunkirk little ship’. 

ESTER, 1901
“She should be disqualifi ed for time travel” 
was one judge’s reaction to Ester in this 
shortlist. The 50ft 4in (15.3m) Gustav 
Mellgren-designed racing yacht swept all 
before her, then spent 80 years at the 
bottom of the sea before being found and 
restored. She was, in her day, a profoundly 
modern yacht – “the Reliance of her day”. 

ZISKA, 1903
The 38ft (11.6m) Ziska was built along the 
lines of the Morecambe Bay prawners of 
her era by the Crossfi eld Brothers. In 1997, 
19-year-old boatbuilder Ashley Butler 
restored and sailed her across the Atlantic.   
Her new owner Stanford Siver found her 
and restored her for the wild 2019 Race to 
Alaska, which she completed safely.   

GLEANER, 1878
This twin-masted, lug-rigged Lowestoft 
drifter is a living example of one of the 
most powerful of working boat types 
from the days of sail. She’s on our list this 
year for her remarkable recovery by her 
saviour Spike Davies, who broke her down  
and transported her home to England by 
shipping container, then reassembled her.   

Our Centenarian of the Year category, run in partnership with the Gstaad Yacht Club, is open for public vote. An international 

panel of judges has chosen the shortlist you see below – now we invite you to vote for the winner. The judges started with a long 

list of centenarians in many di� erent countries, ranging from yachts to workboats, and whittled it down to these six, based on 

authenticity and recent achievements of signifi cance, or on a wider story that deserves praise. The winning boat’s name will be 

engraved onto the Centenarian of the Year trophy (pictured above), which was made for the purpose by Robbe & Berking 

silversmiths and is displayed in the Yachting Heritage Centre in Flensburg, Germany. The winning owner is given a solid silver 

Robbe & Berking goblet, presented at the Classic Boat Awards ceremony on 31 March 2020.

Gstaad YC was formed in 1998 by a group of sailors with the vision to “create a unique global yacht club away from 
water, instead of another local club by the water”. Based in the Swiss mountains, it was initially met with surprise, 
but the GYC has developed into a club with 400 members from more than 20 countries. The GYC supports sailing 
projects at all levels from juniors to professional and has become a solid force on the Swiss sailing scene, especially 
in Olympic and classic sailing.
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