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GENERA1 DESCRIPTION

This site is located alongside WillingfordStream, just before it runs into DallingtonForest.

At the northern end, there isa superb area of care. The ground is very waterlogged and
unstable and here, Willow (and Alder) fteq\;lentlyoccur over a rich mixture of fen vegetation,
lushly growing to shoulder height. Typical species found here include Hemlock Water-
dropwort (Oenanthe crocata), Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris), Wood Club-rush (Scirpus
sylvaticus), Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), Yellow Flag Iris (Iris pseudacorus) and
Gipsywort (Lycopus europaeus).

At the centre of the site, there is a long, thin, wet meadow, bordered on either side by small
streams. It has been neglected for many years and consequently it has become quite
overgrown in places by Bramble and there is a large, invasive patch of Bamboo. The
grassland is generallydominated by Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis) and mixed in with
the grasses, there is much Meadowsweet (Filipendulaulmaria), Sharp-flowered Rush (Juncus
acutifolia), Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula) and Hemlock Water-dropwort
(Oenanthe crocata) in places.

To the south of the site is another waterlogged area, dominated by willow and Alder scrub.
Beneath these trees and bushes, the ground is often carpeted with Sphagnum moss. Marsh
Pennywort (Hydrocotyle vulgaris) ftequently occurs together with Ragged Robin
(Lychnis tlos-cuculi), Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula) and big patches of Wood
Club-rush (Scirpus sylvaticus).

On higher ground, scrubby woodland has developed. It consists mostly of Birch with Willow,
Hazel,and some young Oak in places. The ground flora tends to be dominated by Bracken
(Pteridium aquilinum),Bramble and Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum)and there are large
patches off Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scriptus) in places. In addition, Tufted Hairgrass
(Deschampsia cespitosa) and Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea) commonly occur in some
areas. Also, within the "woodland", there is a small clearing which is particularly rich in
species including Common Spotted Orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii), Devil's-bit scabious
(Succisa pratensis), Tormentil (Potentilla erecta) and Heath Bedstraw (Galium saxatile)
amongst others.



SITE NOTES

1. This is a large area of Willow and Alder carr, with very wet and water logged ground.
Beneath the frequent Crack Willow trees (some of which are coppiced), there is a tall,
lush vegetation, grown to shoulder high. There is a rich mixture of species, typical of
this environment, including Nettle (Urtica dioica), Creeping Buttercup (Ranunculus
repens), Large Bittercress (Cardamine amara), Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage
(Chrysosplenium oppositifolium), Hemlock Water-dropwort (Oenanthe crocata),
Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris), and
Bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara). In addition, there are large patches of Wood Club
Rush (Scirpus sylvaticus), frequent Yellow Flag Iris (Iris pseudacorus) and Gipsywort
(Lycopus europaeus) also. At the time of survey, the ground was so wet, that thorough
survey was made completely impossible.

2. The ground here slopes steeply down from the cottage to water-logged ground beside
the stream. Here, coppiced Willow occurs, but many of these trees have been cut in
recent times. The owners of this land (and cottage) are thinking of siting a pond here.

,.,j. This wet meadow is bordered on either side by small streams. The streams are lined,
overhung and shaded by Alder. Beneath them, on the stream banks, Ramsons (Allium
ursinum), Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas), Broad Buckler Fern (Dryopteris dilatata)
and Tufted Hair-grass (Deschampsia cespitosa) occur in places.
The grassland of the meadow is dominated by grasses, especially Meadow Foxtail
(Alopecurus pratensis). Also, there is lots of Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria),
Sharp-flowered Rush (Juncus acutifolia), Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula) in
places and patches of Hemlock Water Dropwort (Oenanthe crocata). There is one area
which is much more water logged, with tall, lush vegetation comprising a mixture of
Hemlock Water-dropwort (Oenanthe crocata), Branched Bur-reed (Sparganium
erectum), Sharp-flowered Rush (Juncus acutifolia), Horsetail (Equisetum sp.) and
Gipsywort (Lycopus europaeus).

4. At this end of the site, the ground is very water logged. It is quite overgrown by
frequent Birch, Alder and Willow, and there are clumps of Bramble and Bracken.
Within here, there are areas of 'floating bog' where there are carpets of Sphagnum
moss, clumps of Wood Club-rush(Scirpussylvaticus),and frequent Marsh Penny-
wort (Hydrocotyle vulgaris), Ragged Robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi), Soft grass (Holcus
mollis), Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula) and big patches of Sharp-flowered
Rush (Juncus acutifolia). Again this area was so wet that great care to be taken to
walk through it,and the survey was quite brief.

5. As the land rises away from the stream, Willow scrub has developed on the drier
ground. Further up this develops into Birch and Willow scrub with lots of Bramble
and Bracken and some Broom and Hawthorn. There is much Bramble and
Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum) and large patches of Bluebell (fuacinthoides
non-scriptus).

Some telephone lines cross through the 'wood' and beneath them, trees and scrub
have been cleared. Some young Oaks occur now, together with Bracken, Bramble,
Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scriptus), Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum) and
young Hazel.



Either side of the cleared swathe, there is a strip of dense Birch with some young Oak.
Beneath these, there is much Bracken invading, together with Purple-Moor Grass
(Molinia caerulea), Honeysuckle (Lonicerapericlymenum) and lots of mosses.

Further up the slope still, amongst the scattered and patchy Birch and Willow,
Bluebell, Bramble and Bracken occur together with Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea),
Rough Meadow-grass (Poa trivialis), Nettle and Cleavers (Galium aparine).

There is one small grassy clearing in the wood, where there can be found Common

Spotted Orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii), Oevil's-bit Scabious (Succisa pratensis), Sweet
Vernal Grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), Tormentil (Potentilla erecta), Tufted Hair-
grass (Deschampsia cespitosa), Pignut (Conopodium majus) and Heath Bedstraw
(Galium saxatile). This is a nice fairly species rich feature of the wood, which should
be managed to keep it open.

6. Along this western boundary, there are several large mature Oak trees. Beneath them,
the ground is quite bare in places and there is much leaf litter. However there is also
Tufted Hair-grass (Deschampsia cespitosa), Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea),
some Bracken and patches of Soft Grass (Holcus mollis) in places.

7. Along this boundary with the lane, there is an old hedge consisting mostly of Hazel.
At the time of survey the hedge was quite overgrown and had been neglected for
many years, apparently it has since been cut.

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

The meadow here has been somewhat neglected for many years. Consequently it has become
overgrown and vigorous species have been allowed to invade and dominate the sward in
some areas. Of particular concern, is the large area of Bamboo, the dense patches of Bramble
and the invading scrub. These should all be knocked back by regular cutting (and possibly by
the use of a 'safe' herbicide). The grassland of the meadow is also in need of management.
Ideally, it should be lightly grazed by cattle in the spring or summer (perhaps the spring one
year and the summer the next). The cattle may cause poaching if the ground is very wet in the
spring, but this is in fact quite desirable if only lightly done. The Hemlock Water-dropwort
(Oenanthe crocata) could be a problem, as it poisonous to cattle. However, it could be easily
cut and removed by hand before allowing the cattle onto the site. Also, cattle only tend to eat
it if there is little else for them. If the meadow is only lightly grazed then the Hemlock Water-
dropwort will not cause such a hazard.

The areas of carr need very little management, they could be allowed to develop naturally.
Coppicing of the Willow and Alder could be undertaken if desired but this would be
extremely difficult to undertake as the ground is so water logged and unstable. Instead, it
would be more practicable to treat them as 'non-intervention' zones.

The small area of woodland also requires little management. Paths and clearings could be
maintained to keep them open and sunny. Also, coppicing of very small compartments could
be undertaken if desired on a rotational basis.








