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Home Learning  Policy  
 

At Dorothy Stringer we believe it is important for students to work independently.  Therefore, it is school 
policy to set home learning on a regular basis even though the type of work set may vary according to a 
student’s age and ability.  Home learning is work that is set to be done outside the timetabled curriculum 
and it contains an element of independent study that it is not usually directly supervised by a teacher.  

A. What are the aims of home learning? 

Home Learning can play an important role in raising student achievement. It may enhance learning, 
improve achievement and develop students' study skills and as such is an integral part of the curriculum. 
The main aims of home learning are: 

a. To encourage students to develop the practice of independent study 

b. To develop perseverance, self-discipline and resilience 

c. To allow practice, reinforcement and extension of skills learnt in the classroom 

d. To provide opportunities for more rapid progress to be made 

e. To enable classwork to concentrate on those activities needing the teacher’s presence 

f. To open up areas of study and to make possible the use of materials and sources of information 

that may not be accessible in the classroom 

g. To encourage parents, carers and families to become involved in students’ work 

h. To provide essential feedback to the teacher on student progress 

 

B. What type of home learning will be set? 

Types of home learning may vary tremendously by subject area. They may include: 

 

a. Consolidation of classwork 

b. Revision 

c. Learning keywords and new vocabulary 

d. Extended writing 

e. Reading 

f. Extended projects in some subjects 

g. Preparation for GCSE practicals, e.g., Drama Rehearsals 

h. Research which may be written, practical or oral 

 

In some subjects students will need to log on to online learning platforms, for example, Maths Watch, 

Seneca Learning and Read Theory.  

 

C. How often will home learning be set? 

Each subject will normally set the following amount of home learning during each two-week cycle: 

Key Stage 3 Approximate time per 2 week cycle 

Subject Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

English 2 x 30 mins 2 x 30 mins 2 x 30 mins 

Maths 2 x 30 mins 2 x 30 mins 2 x 30 mins 

Science 2 x 30 mins 2 x 30 mins 2 x 30 mins 

PSHE One project per year 

All other subjects  
except Drama, 
Music and PE. 

1 x 30 mins 1 x 30 mins 1 x 30 mins 

NOTES:  
a. New Year 7 students: no home learning will be set for the first two weeks of the autumn term after which 

English, Maths and Science home learning timetable will commence and all subjects after their first months  



b. At KS3 no home learning should be set at the end of a term to be completed over the holiday period.  This is to 
enable students to have a break from study and to spend time with their family and friends. 

c. Many subjects will set some extended home learning tasks during the year which will be undertaken over a 
longer set period of time. You will be informed of these by the subject teachers. 

Key Stage 4 Approximate time per 2 week cycle 

Subject Year 10 Year 11 

English 2 x 45 mins 2 x 45 mins 

Maths 2 x 45 mins 2 x 45 mins 

Science 2 x 45 mins 2 x 45 mins 

Option Subjects  2 x 45 mins 2 x 45 mins 

 
NOTE: At KS4 home learning may need to be completed over the holiday period especially when preparing 

for examinations. 
 

D. How will home learning be managed? 
 

 Information about home learning will normally be on the school’s SLG. All students have an online 
home learning diary which you can access to check home learning assignments and deadlines.  
Parents/carers should make sure that they register to access the SLG; 

 We ask parents and carers to support us in seeing that home learning is done conscientiously and in 
the best possible conditions. If possible, try to create a quiet area in which your child can do their home 
learning without any distractions; 

 E-home learning cannot be accepted unless emailed from a parent/carer’s account with a short note as 
it is unreasonable to expect teachers to print off home learning for all their students. Computers and 
printers are available at lunch time and afterschool in many different rooms around the school including 
in the Library which is open afterschool for students to do home learning; 

 Students must meet the home learning deadlines set.  It is an important part of developing the good 
organisational skills that they will need in life.  If there is a problem with meeting a deadline, then 
parents should write a note to explain the reasons for the late home learning. Sanctions may be 
imposed if home learning is not completed to a good standard and if it is not handed in on time. 

 

E. How can parents support home learning? 

 

Some parents/carers feel there is little they can do to help with home learning, but in fact there are 

many ways in which everyone can help their children: 

 

 All students are different and have different needs. It is important that parents/carers and students have 
an honest discussion. Many children will be put off if you become over-involved or controlling. Ensure 
you establish that you are there to support; 

 Check the SLG regularly with your child to track home learning tasks and deadlines; 

 Help your child to create a home learning timetable. It will take an investment of your time, but it will 
make a big difference to their work.  Plan in favourite TV shows, dinner time, time with friends and 
family, chores, etc.  It must be realistic if you want it to work; 

 Clear boundaries are vital. Whilst you do not want to be seen to ‘nag’ you also have a duty to check 
that your child is doing their home learning properly.  Explain this to them from the outset; 

 All students may fall behind, feel unmotivated or overwhelmed, with the balance of social and school 
demands at times. We advise talking to them about the issues to help them to find a solution; 

 It is important that you set boundaries for the use of Facebook and other social media and for the 
playing of computer games as they can obviously be a distraction from home learning. 


