
 

Why is reading so important? 

The ability to read fluently, with understanding and for pleasure is one of the most important academic 

gifts we can give our children. Reading at home is crucial in supporting them to be accomplished readers 

and writers. Please refer to your year group reading expectations in the front of their homework books. 

Every child is expected to read their levelled books as well as reading on bugclub. This can be done in a 

variety of ways: Reading books together (shared reading), reading to your child, hearing them read and 

reading to an older sibling. Remember that children need to read a variety of texts such as fiction 

books, non-fiction books, reports, information texts, poems, etc.  
 

Here are some general tips for reading and a resource bank of ideas for questions that may help you 

with sharing books and talking with your children about what they are reading at home.  
 

First…Look at the book, read the title and make predictions based on the front cover. Discuss the genre 

of the book and the author. 

Next… Ask the child to read aloud between 3-6 pages of the book. Remind your child of strategies of 

what to do when they get stuck: sound out and blend any unfamiliar words, re-read the sentence, use 

the pictures to help decode. If they are still unsure, tell them the word and explain what it means. 

Praise their reading strategies and allow time to explain the meaning of new vocabulary. Remind them 

that they can use the pictures to help add to the meaning. 

Then… Ask the child approximately 3 different types of comprehension questions to check their 

understanding, using the VIPERS. Show them how to go back to the text to find the information. 

Reading VIPERS – Sentence frames for comprehension 
 

V – Vocabulary - Find and explain the meaning of words in context. 

• Who is…/What is…? 

• Find one word in the text which means…… 
 

I – Infer - Make and justify inferences using evidence from the text. 

• Why do you think…? How can you tell that…? 

• How do these words make the reader feel? How does this paragraph suggest this? 
 

P – Prediction - Predict what might happen from the details given and implied. 

• From the cover what do you think this text is going to be about? 

• What does this paragraph suggest will happen next? What makes you think this? 
 

E - Explain – Explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of language and that themes and 

patterns develop across the text. 

• Why has the author laid out the text this way? What is the purpose of this text feature? 

• How does the author engage the reader here? 
 

R - Retrieve – Retrieve and record key information from fiction and non-fiction. 

• What did…? How did…? Who is…? Where is…? 

• Give one example of…… 
 

S - Summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph.  

• What happened …? Can you number these events 1-5 in the order that they happened? 

• Can you summarise in a sentence the opening/middle/end of the story? 

 


