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INTRODUCTION

WELCOME TO THE FIRST ANNUAL EDITION OF THE 
eVTOL INSIGHTS POWER BOOK, THE DEFINITIVE 
LIST OF THE INFLUENCERS, LEADERS AND 
INNOVATORS THAT HAVE HELPED TO SHAPE OUR 
INDUSTRY OVER THE LAST 12 MONTHS.

     eVTOL Insights was launched in early 
2020 with the aim of becoming the leading 
source of news, information and analysis 
into the global electric vertical take-off 
and landing aircraft market.
     Through daily news, weekly podcasts, 
our own research, weekly newsletters 
and video interviews and content, we are 
proud to reveal in-depth news, insight and 
intelligence into the market. 
     Supporting this is the first eVTOL 
Insights Power Book, which reveals the 
most powerful people within the industry. 

Power is not simply measured in Dollars 
or Euros, but the ability to direct or 
influence the market and this list defines 
and reveals those individuals within our 
industry who achieve this.
     It’s been an incredible year and despite 
Covid-19, the hype around the eVTOL 
aircraft revolution is really starting to 
gather pace with nearly $1 billion invested 
in the industry during the first half of 
2020.
     From new eVTOL concepts and designs 
through to test flights, mergers and 
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acquisitions, 2020 saw the market develop 
on an international scale and at pace. It is 
now estimated to be worth an incredible 
$90 billion by 2050. 
     Within Europe, Volocopter and Lilium 
are certainly taking a lot of headlines and 
look set to become two of the first eVTOL 
aircraft developers to launch commercial 
operations within the next five years. 
And in the Far East, EHang and SkyDrive 
are equally as important and prominent 
within the market. Who the winners and 
losers will be in 2021 will be fascinating. 
     My team and I can’t wait to reveal what 

2021 has in store for eVTOL aircraft and 
Urban Air Mobility. This is an incredible 
market and we’re honoured to play a role 
in its development and growth.

I’m very proud to present to you the first 
edition of our eVTOL Insights Power 
Book!

SIMON CORBETT
FOUNDER,
eVTOL INSIGHTS
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     2020 will largely be remembered as 
a challenging year for many due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, but it didn’t prevent 
the eVTOL aircraft and Urban Air Mobility 
markets from continuing to make great 
progress.
     This momentum was thanks in part to 
the leadership and vision of some of the 
industry’s brightest individuals and many of 
those are recognised within our first eVTOL 
Insights Power Book.
     Their combined insight is helping to lead 
conversations about Urban Air Mobility and 
eVTOL aircraft, and many of the companies 
included here are likely to be among the first 
to launch commercial passenger-carrying 
services. Their impact has surely inspired 
others currently on the same path and 
working towards certification.
     As you’ll read over the following pages, 
these individuals are spread across the world. 

     From the founders of eVTOL aircraft 
startups, those who helped to first launch 
the air taxi concept, to others working 
to help increase public awareness and 
understanding of the technology, the 
industry Power Book highlights the great 
impact they had on the ecosystem in 2020.
     And as well recognising some of the big 
players in the market, we’ve also featured 
individuals from smaller startups, who also 
have ambitious plans for the future and are 
beginning to show signs of disruption. They 
may be small, but we predict they will have a 
powerful influence on the future.
     When operational, eVTOL aircraft - 
whether being used for passenger-carrying 
services, emergency medical missions or air 
logistics - are going to have a huge impact in 
cities across the world. 
     I’m confident the eVTOL aircraft and 
Urban Air Mobility markets will gather even 
more momentum in 2021. I look forward 
to connecting with more brilliant minds 
and visionaries as we count down to when 
the first commercial eVTOL aircraft service 
takes to the skies.
     From everyone at eVTOL Insights, thank 
you so much for downloading our first 
Power Book!

JASON PRITCHARD

‘I’M CONFIDENT THE eVTOL AIRCRAFT AND URBAN 
AIR MOBILITY MARKETS WILL GATHER EVEN MORE 
MOMENTUM IN 2021’

EDITOR,
eVTOL INSIGHTS
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KYLE CLARK

JOEBEN BEVIRT

NIKHIL GOEL

FELIPE VARON MARK MOORE

JR HAMMOND BECKY TANNER

Founder, BETA Technologies

Founder, Joby Aviation

Co-Founder, Uber Elevate

Founder & CEO, Varon Vehicles Co-Founder, Ex-Uber Elevate

Executive Director, CAAM Chief Marketing Officer, Wisk
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DANIEL WIEGAND MIKE HIRSCHBERG

TINE TOMAZIC

MICHAEL CERVENKA DOMENICO GAGLIARDI

CEO and Co-Founder, LiliumExecutive Director, Vertical Flight Society

Chief Technology Officer, Pipistrel Aircraft

CEO, Vertical Aerospace Founder, Walle Mobility

YOLANKA WULFF CHRISTIAN BAUER
Co-Executive Director, CAMI Chief Commercial Officer, Volocopter
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RAFI YOELI

TIAN YU

MATTHEW PEARSON

President, Urban Aeronautics

CEO, AutoFlight

CEO, Airspeeder
TOMOHIRO FUKUZAWA
CEO, SkyDrive

HU HUAZHI
Chairman, CEO & Founder, EHang

JASMINE KENT DARRELL SWANSON
Co-Founder & CTO, Dufour Aerospace Founder, Swanson Aviation Consultancy
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     Joby Aviation’s mission is to help save a billion 
people an hour a day and it looks set to be among 
the first air taxi developers to commercialise eVTOL 
aircraft for passenger use. 
     Initially set up by Bevirt, who was part of a team 
of seven engineers in 2009, Joby has been developing 
its eVTOL aircraft for more than a decade.
     Today, the company has a workforce of more 
than 500 people and approximately $820 million in 
funding, with roughly $400 million coming from 
Toyota.
     In 2012, Joby was selected by NASA to 
collaborate on several groundbreaking electric 
flight projects, including the Greased Lightning 
Programme, then Lotus and LEAPTech in 2013 and 
X-57 in 2014. It unveiled its production prototype in 
2019, which is also set to be used for development 
tests by NASA, as part of its Advanced Air Mobility 
National Campaign this year.
     Joby followed up these successes by becoming 
one of two companies to progress to Phase III of 
Agility Prime’s ‘Air Race to Certification’ this year, 
which would see its aircraft tested by the U.S. Air 
Force. It was also the first company to receive 

military airworthiness approval for an eVTOL 
aircraft.
     And despite keeping itself under the radar, the 
company is currently developing a manufacturing 
facility in Marina, California, and has offices in 
Santa Cruz, San Carlos, Washington D.C. and 
Munich, Germany.
     When certified and operational, Joby’s eVTOL 
aircraft will transport a pilot and four passengers, 
and is capable of up to 150 miles in range, at top 
speeds of 200mph.

JOEBEN 
BEVIRT
FOUNDER & CEO,
JOBY AVIATION

‘JOBY HAS BEEN
DEVELOPING ITS
eVTOL AIRCRAFT
FOR MORE THAN 
A DECADE’
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    Beta Technologies is among one of the most 
advanced eVTOL aircraft developers in the market 
and one of only two companies to advance to Phase 
III of Agility Prime’s ‘Air Race to Certification’.
     Before revealing its latest eVTOL, ALIA, the 
company conducted an intensive testing campaign 
with a smaller prototype called AVA. It already has 
United Therapeutics as a launch customer, which 
will use the aircraft to transport human organs.
     The configuration and design of ALIA resembles 
that of the longest-migrating bird in the world, the 
Arctic tern. It has a 50ft wingspan and 200 cubic 
feet of cargo space. With a MTOW of 6,000lbs, the 
aircraft has six passenger seats.
     As well as its aircraft, Beta Technologies has also 
developed landing infrastructure solutions, taking 
a complete systems approach and designing energy 
efficient, rapid recharge systems. 
     The ability to provide rapid recharge comes from 
a 250 kW AC/DC inverter connected directly to 
the grid, while the inclusion of an optional battery 
energy storage module reduces demand charges of 
utility-supplied power - especially during peak use 

times, and enables aircraft to charge during power 
outages. 
     Its first recharge station implementation gave 
thoughtful consideration to the needs of pilots and 
crews, offering features including workshop and 
maintenance space, lounge area and short-term 
lodging.
     While the first use case for ALIA will be medical 
transport, Clark and his team hopes to move into 
additional commercial operations, such as cargo and 
passenger-carrying services. 

KYLE
CLARK
FOUNDER,
BETA TECHNOLOGIES

‘BETA TECHNOLOGIES 
IS AMONG ONE OF 
THE MOST ADVANCED 
AIRCRAFT DEVELOPERS 
IN THE MARKET’
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JR HAMMOND

BECKY TANNER

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CANADIAN ADVANCED 
AIR MOBILITY CONSORTIUM

     The launch of the Canadian Advanced Air Mobility Consortium 
(CAAM) in October 2020 showcased to the world that the country could 
become one of the first to implement Advanced Air Mobility operations.
     And as a founding member, JR’s energy and enthusiasm in leading 
efforts has meant CAAM has got off to the best possible start. 
     The consortium is a multi-stakeholder group committed to 
streamlining research, development and commercial operations in the 
Advanced Air Mobility sector in Canada. It is currently spearheading 
efforts in organising, strategising and executing the ecosystem to bring the 
next frontier of aviation to the country.
     CAAM consists of members in Aerospace, Digitalisation, Advanced 
Manufacturing, Automotive and Artificial Intelligence, which includes 
partners in government, academia, industry and the investor community. 
And it is also looking for new members who share the same vision.
     By helping to create such a diverse ecosystem, we’re confident CAAM 
will play a vital role in the integration of advanced air mobility in Canada.

CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER, WISK

     Becky grew up in the San Francisco Bay area as Silicon Valley was 
starting to emerge. And growing up with a father who was an engineer, a 
career in the high-tech industry was always going to be a perfect match 
for her.
     She met Wisk’s CEO, Gary Gysin, while working at Liquid Robotics 
and now, she leads Wisk’s marketing strategy around its self-flying eVTOL 
air taxi, Cora. 
     Flying approximately 1,500ft above the ground, the aircraft is powered 
by 12 independent lift fans and has an initial range of about 25 miles, 
travelling at speeds of approximately 100mph.
     Cora has already conducted more than 1,400 test flights in both New 
Zealand and the USA, and at the end of 2020, Wisk announced it was 
partnering with NASA to accelerate the safe integration of autonomous 
aircraft operations, so we look forward to following developments.
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CO-FOUNDER, 
EX-UBER ELEVATE
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  Before joining Uber to co-found the Elevate 
initiative as its Director of Aviation, Mark worked 
for NASA for 32 years.
     He graduated from University of Cincinnati 
(Bachelor’s Aerospace Engineering), Stanford 
(Master’s Aeronautical Engineering), and Georgia 
Tech Aerospace Design Laboratory (PhD - ABD 
Aerospace Engineering).
     With a team including Nikhil Goel, he co-
authored Uber’s now-famous Elevate white paper 
in 2016 that launched the Urban Air Mobility 
collaborative ecosystem, and built the Elevate 
team and partnerships while transitioning across 
positions of Engineering Director, Strategy 
Director, and Chief Scientist.  
     Throughout his entire career at NASA, he 
focused on VTOL aircraft concepts and enabling 
technologies. He also led NASA’s incubation of 
On-Demand Mobility, introducing the concepts 
of Urban Air Mobility and Thin Haul markets and 
led grassroots efforts to establish industry working 
groups with organisations such as the Vertical 
Flight Society and GAMA.  
     He’s published numerous papers describing the 
opportunities for distributed aviation services to 
bring about significant societal transformation, 
and been a leader to bring the industry together to 
achieve this vision.  
     He conceptualised many unique VTOL, 
eSTOL, CTOL, and UAV concepts that invoked 
new technologies and integration approaches on 
YouTube as the NASAPAV channel.  
     After leaving Uber at the end of 2020, he 
founded Whisper Aero as a start-up focused on 
developing the next generation of Distributed 
Electric Propulsion, while serving on advisory 
boards for VCs and eVTOL developers. 
     With so much experience and expertise, Mark’s 
industry knowledge and insight will be crucial in 
the years ahead and as companies move towards 
commercial operations.

‘WITH SO MUCH 
EXPERIENCE 
AND EXPERTISE, 
MARK’S INDUSTRY 
KNOWLEDGE AND 
INSIGHT WILL BE 
CRUCIAL IN THE 
YEARS AHEAD’



    Growing up in Huntsville, Alabama - nicknamed 
‘The Rocket City’ because of its close association 
with U.S Space missions - Nikhil became enamored 
with all things flying from an early age. 
     His first job was at NASA’s Marshall Space Flight 
Center, where he worked on the Ares I rocket, and 
his second was helping develop missile systems for 
the US Army with a major defense contractor. But 
he always dreamt of helping to create the future of 
the Jetsons, where flying cars would one day replace 
the need for millions around the world to be stuck 
in hours of daily traffic.
     In 2016, after helping lead Uber’s emerging 
markets team to major wins across India and China, 
Nikhil co-founded the company’s Elevate division, 
authoring the world’s first white paper on aerial 
ridesharing. 
     He worked with NASA and Uber executives to 
establish the vision for Uber Air — a global network 
of all-electric, urban air taxis that could zip people 

and packages from one neighborhood to the other 
in minutes on-demand and, in the process, help 
transform cities into smarter, better, and more 
efficient places to live. 
      Nikhil left his role at Uber Elevate towards the 
end of 2020, and plans to stay close to the industry 
after taking a much-needed break. We’ll certainly be 
keeping an eye on what his next move will be, and 
confident he’ll continue to influence the industry in 
2021 and beyond.
     
  

NIKHIL GOEL
CO-FOUNDER, UBER ELEVATE
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‘NIKHIL BECAME 
ENAMORED 
WITH ALL THINGS 
FLYING FROM AN 
EARLY AGE’

I’m very honored to help represent the 
incredible Uber Elevate team in this year’s 
eVTOL Insights Power Book. I could have 
never predicted the incredible journey 
ahead when Jeff Holden, Mark Moore, 
and I pressed publish on the Elevate white 
paper in 2016 — we continue to remain 
humbled by the progress and ambition 
from so many entrepreneurs pursuing the 
ever-elusive ‘flying car’ in the years since.



    2020 was a busy year for Felipe and his team at 
Varon Vehicles, but one which helped propel the 
company as a key player in the industry, as it looks 
to implement Urban Air Mobility in Latin America - 
starting off in Colombia.
     With nearly two decades of experience in 
cutting-edge military technology, as well as being 
deeply involved in military and civilian unmanned 
aerial systems, Felipe earned graduate studies in 
Financing, Contracting Law, Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation from several universities, including 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Havard.
     Varon Vehicles’ successful series of eight think 
tanks - held from August to October 2020 - were 
widely praised by industry stakeholders as they 
brought together dozens of experts for conversations 
about the region. Topics included vertiports, 
insurance, regulations and the cities themselves.
     This then culminated in Skyscraper 2020, which 

went live on November 20th, 2020 and consists 
of interviews, presentations and videos from 
companies across the Urban Air Mobility ecosystem.
     Felipe and his team have been working tirelessly 
to raise awareness of how Urban Air Mobility can 
transform one of the world’s most densely urbanised 
regions. They are now eager to push forward 
with plans for a transportation system defined by 
virtual lanes, and without the need for physical 
infrastructure. 
     Judging by how well 2020 has been for Varon 
Vehicles, we’re excited to see what 2021 will bring to 
Felipe and his team.

FELIPE VARON
FOUNDER & CEO, VARON VEHICLES
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‘2020 WAS A BUSY 
YEAR FOR FELIPE 
AND HIS TEAM AT 
VARON VEHICLES, 
BUT ONE WHICH 
HELPED PROPEL 
THE COMPANY AS 
A KEY PLAYER IN 
THE INDUSTRY’
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YOLANKA WULFF
CO-EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMI

     Gaining public trust in eVTOL aircraft is going to be crucial. But 
having organisations like the Community Air Mobility Initiative, or 
CAMI, will make this issue a lot easier to solve.
     Launched in 2019, CAMI’s mission is to provide the resources needed 
to understand this new and exciting technology and how to make it work 
for all of us. 
     Yolanka, CAMI’s other Co-Executive Director Anna Dietrich, and the 
rest of the team have been instrumental in building educational materials 
to explain the jargon and offering insight to local and state decision 
makers in the USA, as well as regions and communities in the cities where 
Urban Air Mobility operations could start first.
     As well as Yolanka’s work with CAMI, she is also Executive Director of 
the non-profit CAFE Foundation and helps organise the Electric Aircraft 
Symposium. Now in its 14th year, the event was another resounding 
success in 2020 - despite being conducted virtually.
     We certainly appreciate Yolanka and her work with CAMI, and I’m 
sure the rest of the industry does too.

MIKE HIRSCHBERG
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, VERTICAL FLIGHT SOCIETY

     As the world’s oldest and largest technical society dedicated to 
enhancing the understanding of vertical flight technology, the Vertical 
Flight Society (VFS) continued to play a pivotal role in 2020.
     Mike and the team have been brilliant in informing members about 
VFS webinars, lectures and events scheduled throughout the year, as well 
as encouraging participation in its 22 technical committees.
     The VFS also helps to inspire the next generation of engineers, with 
its Vertical Flight Foundation scholarships and inaugural Design-Build-
Vertical-Flight (DBVF) student competition, which has attracted teams 
from across the world.
     It co-sponsored the CAFE Foundation’s Electric Aircraft Symposium in 
June and VFS’ annual forum also saw more than 1,000 attendees connect 
over technical sessions ranging from Acoustics to Unmanned Systems.
     As members ourselves, we certainly value their continued support and 
expertise.



EUROPE

POWER BOOK 2021

RECOGNISING EXCELLENCE 
AND ACHIEVEMENT IN THE 
ELECTRICAL VERTICAL TAKE-
OFF AND LANDING INDUSTRY



CHRISTIAN 
BAUER
CHIEF COMMERICAL OFFICER, 
VOLOCOPTER

     When you talk about Urban Air Mobility, 
Volocopter is arguably one of the first eVTOL aircraft 
developers you think of.
     Back in 2011, the German startup made history 
with the world’s first manned flight of an electrically-
powered aircraft. Fast forward a decade and it is 
still pushing boundaries, confirming its intention to 
launch air taxi services in Singapore by 2023.
     In 2019, it collaborated with Skyports and 
unveiled the world’s first vertiport prototype in the 
city-state, and 2020 was another year full of exciting 
announcements. 
     It extended funding for the Series C Round with 
DB Schenker, which boosted total funding to €122 
million, and offered public ticket reservations to 
1,000 people who wanted to be a passenger in the 
first flights of its VoloCity eVTOL air taxi.
     Agreements with Japan Airlines and Choose 
Paris Region in France have further strengthened 
Volocopter’s presence across the world, while 
partnerships with Diehl Aviation and AUTOFLUG 
have pushed it further ahead as it looks to bring its 
VoloCity to market.
     And days before Power Book’s content deadline, 
Volocopter announced that German air rescue 
organisation ADAC Luftrettung has reserved two 
VoloCity as it prepares to begin operating testing in 
2023 to transport doctors to a medical emergency. 
     Responsible for all of Volocopter’s commercial 
aspects and making Urban Air Mobility services an 
integral part of transportation systems in cities across 
the world, Christian has played a pivotal role in the 
company’s dramatic rise. 
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‘THE GERMAN 
STARTUP MADE 
HISTORY WITH THE 
WORLD’S FIRST 
MANNED FLIGHT OF 
AN ELECTRICALLY-
POWERED AIRCRAFT’



    Co-founded in 2015 by four students at the 
Technical University of Munich, Lilium has enjoyed 
an incredible rise in the last five years.
     The vision of Daniel Wiegand, Sebastian Born, 
Patrick Nathen and Matthias Meiner to help 
revolutionise the way people travel has seen the 
company attract more than $375 million in funding 
and employ over 600 members of staff.
     The German startup intends to bring emission-
free regional air mobility to cities across the world 
with its eVTOL aircraft. The Lilium Jet will deliver 
regional journeys that are considerably faster than 
rail or road, yet competitive in price. Its service will 
allow customers to book a flight via its booking app, 
enabling them to find the nearest vertiport and plan 
their journey with ease.
     2020 ended on a high as Lilium announced its 
first vertiport location in the US. This followed the 
news from September that Lilium has an agreement 
with Dusseldorf Airport and Cologne/Bonn Airport 

to explore how the two airports can become hubs 
within a regional air mobility network spanning 
North Rhine-Westphalia and beyond.
     Daniel and the team are working to redefine the 
way we will travel in the future, and considering 
how well they’ve done so far, there seems to be no 
limits to what they can achieve.

DANIEL WIEGAND
CEO & CO-FOUNDER, LILIUM
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‘LILIUM HAS 
ENJOYED AN 
INCREDIBLE 
RISE IN THE 
LAST FIVE 
YEARS’
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DOMENICO
GAGLIARDI

TINE TOMAZIC

FOUNDER & CEO, WALLE MOBILITY

CHIEF TECHNOLOGY OFFICER/DIRECTOR 
OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, 
PIPISTREL AIRCRAFT

     Walle Mobility was only launched in early 2020, but the 
Italian startup already has high ambitions to launch the 
country’s first eVTOL aircraft service within six years.
     Under the leadership of Domenico, the team launched its 
Walle Fly App in September to help simulate the experience of 
booking a flight on an eVTOL aircraft in Italy. 
     The company is targeting interurban routes within 50km, 
linking strategic points across the country, which includes the 
cities of Genoa, Milan and Naples, and the tourist hot spot 
Venice. 
     Graduating in Economics and Management from 
D’Annunzio in Pescara, Domenico has set out a clear roadmap 
of where he wants the company to be, and his passion clearly 
shows. 
     Walle Mobility was named as one of the top 50 startups in 
Italy by Digithon, and also recognised by Startup Pill as one of 
32 which were created in 2020.

     Pipistrel Aircraft made aviation history last year when its Velis Electro 
became the first all-electric airplane to be type certified by EASA - 
helping to pave the way for environmentally sustainable, emission-free 
aviation.
     Its exciting partnership with Green Motion also plans to develop 
future-proof turnkey charging technology for electric aircraft. Both hope 
to create a worldwide standard in electric plane charging, and envision 
creating the first charging network for Urban Air Mobility vehicles.
     Tine has been flying aircraft since he was 15, flown in eight different 
electric aircraft and even participated in the development of nine of 
them. 
     At Pipistrel, he is responsible for electric flight and systems and 
participates in the development of new standards for electric and hybrid-
electric aircraft. 
     As more companies start the process of certifying their own aircraft, 
we think Tine’s knowledge and expertise will be invaluable.



    As one of only a handful of eVTOL aircraft 
developers to have flown multiple full-scale 
prototypes, Vertical Aerospace is already regarded as 
a pioneer in sustainable aviation technologies.
     The Bristol-based firm has made rapid progress 
since being founded in 2016 by Stephen Fitzpatrick. 
In the same year, a team of six engineers designed 
and built its first demonstrator model, working 
closely with regulators and iterating technologies 
along the way. By 2018, it had successfully flown 
its first eVTOL aircraft, which was granted flight 
permission by the UK Civil Aviation Authority.
     In 2019, the company revealed its second aircraft, 
Seraph, which was capable of carrying 250kg, and 
it also acquired Vertical Advanced Engineering 
to apply Formula One agility and technology to 
eVTOL aircraft. 
     Seraph generated more publicity after it was put 
on display outside Canary Wharf Underground 
Station in London in January 2020 and more 
recently, Vertical Aerospace unveiled its latest 
eVTOL aircraft - the VA-1X.
     The flagship model - which is piloted and will 

carry four passengers up to 100 miles at cruise 
speeds of 150mph - is currently in development. 
Flight testing will take place this year, with 
certification to follow in 2024 and initial commercial 
services starting shortly afterwards.
     With more than two decades of military and civil 
aerospace experience at Rolls-Royce, Michael is 
perfectly positioned to lead the Vertical Aerospace 
team through its type certification process with 
EASA.

MICHAEL 
CERVENKA
CEO, VERTICAL 
AEROSPACE
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‘VERTICAL 
AEROSPACE 
IS ALREADY 
REGARDED AS 
A PIONEER IN 
SUSTAINABLE 
AVIATION 
TECHNOLOGIES’



    With eight years’ experience at Google and as one 
of the co-founders of autonomous piloting software 
firm Daedalean, Jasmine has brought vast expertise 
to Swiss startup Dufour Aerospace. 
     The company has vast experience in testing 
electric aircraft. It worked on its first project in 2015 
and within six months, had completed 70 hours 
in the cockpit. At the time, it was more hours than 
aerospace giants Airbus and Boeing.
     After this success proved it can put an electric 
aircraft in the air, the team at Dufour has since been 
pushing forward with developments and completed 
the first phase of flight testing its VTOL tilt-wing 
demonstrator in summer 2020.
     As well as completing nearly 1,400 flights, Dufour 
Aerospace has also been releasing videos which 
have really helped show the industry just how quiet 
electric engines are in the air. 
     Jasmine and Dufour’s CEO, Thomas Pfammatter, 
also gave a detailed insight into its aEro3 VTOL 
project, which will be used for emergency medical 

transportation, during a Vertical Flight Society 
webinar in September 2020.
     The manned aircraft will seat between five and 
seven people, and Dufour has said aEro3 will be 
about three times cheaper than a conventional 
helicopter, and twice as fast. Although no fixed date 
has been set for when it will be operational, we agree 
the aEro3 will deliver multiple advantages to the 
emergency medical services (EMS) sector. 
     As it can travel over the treacherous terrain in the 
Alps, aEro3 will be able to significantly reduce the 
time it takes to transport a patient to hospital.

JASMINE
KENT
CO-FOUNDER & CTO, 
DUFOUR AEROSPACE
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‘JASMINE HAS 
BROUGHT VAST 
EXPERIENCE TO 
SWISS STARTUP 
DUFOUR 
AEROSPACE’
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DARRELL SWANSON

RAFI YOELI

FOUNDER, SWANSON 
AVIATION CONSULTANCY

FOUNDER & PRESIDENT, 
URBAN AERONAUTICS

     With more than two decades experience as an aviation 
consultant on airport master planning projects, Darrell has 
established himself as a subject matter expert regarding electric  
aviation and how it will lead to a future of distributed aviation. 
     As well as this, his knowledge also expands into electric 
aircraft infrastructure requirements and the defining market 
opportunities for emerging electric low cost carriers (eLCCs).
     As an advisor to NASA’s Transformative Vertical Flight 
Programme, the Advanced Air Mobility Panel at ADS Group 
and CAMI, Darrell was recently re-elected back to the board of 
the British Aviation Group. The trade body is the largest in the 
UK, representing more than 220 companies.
     Throughout 2020, Darrell was ever-present at many industry 
events and was influential in leading the conversations about 
eVTOL aircraft landing infrastructure. Notable events included 
Revolution.Aero Global, Aviation Week’s Urban Air Mobility 
Live and the Royal Aeronautical Society’s Urban Air Mobility 
Conference. 

     Urban Aeronautics is developing an VTOL aircraft which will run 
on tomorrow’s technology; hydrogen. Its flagship model, CityHawk, 
currently relies on hybrid propulsion but the Israeli company signed 
an agreement with hydrogen fuel cell system experts HyPoint, 
marking the first step in this exciting project.
     Rafi and his team plan to market the CityHawk for a number of 
different applications, rather than just an air taxi. In particular, it is 
teaming up with Hatzolah Air which will help develop, produce and 
market the CityHawk for emergency medical applications. 
     The model features Urban Aeronautics’ groundbreaking internal 
rotor Fancraft™ technology, which utilises powerful ducted fans in 
combination with innovative aerodynamic technologies that result 
in superior control, stability, speed, safety, noise reduction and 
sustainability. 
     Cormorant, Urban Aeronautics’ unmanned prototype for military 
use, has already proven the company’s groundbreaking concept, with 
more than 300 successful autonomous flight tests. 
     While Rafi has passed on the title of CEO to Urban Aeronautics’ 
former VP of Development, Nimrod Golan-Yanay, his years of 
experience will be invaluable to the company in 2021.
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    EHang is another big player in the eVTOL aircraft 
market and under the leadership of Hu Huazhi, the 
Chinese company is showing little signs of slowing 
down.
     2020 was another significant year of progress 
with an exhaustive list of announcements. Notable 
highlights included its intention to build a new aerial 
autonomous vehicle (AAV) production facility in 
Yunfu City, which could produce up to 600 units a 
year. 
     Other news included EHang becoming the first 
company in the world to obtain commercial approval 
from the Civil Aviation Administration of China, to 
use its flagship 216 AAV for air logistic purposes.
     The year concluded with a successful flight tour 
in South Korea, which tested several business use 
cases for Urban Air Mobility - including passenger 
transportation, medical transport and aerial 
sightseeing.
     With a range of 35km and maximum payload of 
220kg, EHang’s two-seater 216 can travel at speeds of 
up to 130km/h. Using a 4G/5G connection, the vehicle 
communicates with EHang’s command and control 

centres - enabling remote control of the aircraft and 
real-time transmission of flight data.
    A new version of the 216, which will have a range 
of 100km, is currently being developed. As well as 
passenger transportation, EHang also revealed a 
new version of its 216 aircraft, which will cater for 
short to medium-haul logistics missions.
     It is surely only a matter of time before one of 
EHang’s AAVs is flying - whether it’s for medical, 
tourist or air taxi purposes.

HU HUAZHI
CHARIMAN, CEO & FOUNDER, EHANG
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ONLY A MATTER 
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    The hype of ‘flying cars’ is now well and truly 
alive and SkyDrive is certainly playing its part in 
helping to make the vision a reality in Japan. 
     Founded in 2018 by members of the voluntary 
group CARTIVATOR, SkyDrive was established 
to help develop, manufacture and commercialise 
flying cars. 
     Made up of engineers with expertise in the fields 
of aircraft, drones and automobiles, Tomohiro was 
instrumental as the startup raised ¥3.9 billion in 
Series B Funding and recently joined a roundtable 
seeking to implement the ‘flying cars’ concept in 
Osaka by 2023. 
     SkyDrive’s roadmap for its SD-03 flying car 
model has also set a launch date of 2023, and 
it aims to bring a fully autonomous product to 
market by 2030. Good progress is already being 
made by Tomohiro and the team as it works 
towards this goal. 
     It conducted the first public flight of the SD-
03 - designed to be the world’s smallest eVTOL 
model - in June 2020. The single-seater measures 

two metres high and four metres wide, requiring as 
much space on the ground as two parked cars.
     Following the successful flight at its Toyota Test 
Field, SkyDrive is currently working to get approval 
to do further testing of the SD-03 in other locations.
     the company has also launched its cargo drone, 
which has a loading weight of 30kg and can be used 
in industries that carry heavy materials on difficult 
terrain, such as slopes, mountain valleys and 
overpasses. In future, SkyDrive hopes to develop 
products which can carry 100kg or more.

TOMOHIRO
FUKUZAWA
CEO, SKYDRIVE
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ESTABLISHED TO 
HELP DEVELOP, 
MANUFACTURE AND 
COMMERCIALISE 
FLYING CARS’
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TIAN YU

MATTHEW PEARSON

FOUNDER & CEO, AUTOFLIGHT

CEO, AIRSPEEDER

     Regarded as a pioneer in electric aviation, Tian Yu has 
been developing electric airplanes for more than a decade.
     He founded Autoflight in 2016, which has already 
designed several mission-specific eVTOL products, 
including the V50 ‘White Shark’, which set a flight record 
of more than six hours in May 2020.
     In September, the company unveiled its V400 ‘Albatross’ 
eVTOL at the World UAV Conference in Shenzhen, 
China. With a full payload, the electric model has a 300km 
range while the V400 hybrid model can travel 1,000km. 
     At the time of launching, the V400 had the longest 
range and highest payload in China, and was also the only 
eVTOL aircraft designed for logistics applications.
     Additionally, Autoflight announced its product 
roadmap at the conference, which includes building more 
eVTOL aircraft for logistics use and passenger-carrying 
services.
     And with Tian’s experience at the helm, we’re looking 
forward to following Autoflight’s progress in the years to 
come.

     Nobody would have thought the concept of an electric flying 
cars racing series would happen for years. But thanks to Matt’s 
vision and the team at Airspeeder, manned racing could be a 
reality later this year. And we can’t wait!
     The concept has attracted significant interest from media 
across the world, and rightly so. Each race will involve pilots 
taking control of Speeders, which are propelled by the latest 
electric powertrains.
     AReaching top speeds of 160mph, each Speeder takes just 
2.3 seconds to go from 0-100km/h. Airspeeder plans to start 
with two teams, but will grow to 10 teams and 20 Speeders by 
2022.
     Measuring at just over four metres long, each Speeder has 
also been co-developed with technical partners drawn from 
the elite motorsport world. Numerous videos and pictures of 
the racers which have been uploaded by Airspeeder on social 
media have understandably got everyone talking.
     Matt and the incredible team at Airspeeder have done a 
fantastic job in telling people about the benefits of emissions-
free aviation to the wider world. The countdown is well and 
truly on as we eagerly await details of the first race!
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