
 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 
Sunday 12 June 2022 

 

      ENDING LONELINESS 
 

I have heard it said, and I believe that it is true, that loneliness is one of the greatest challenges of our 
time.  I am sure that, like everything else, the reasons for this epidemic are complex.  But I would suggest 
that one of the major contributors to the problem is the rampant individualism which is embedding itself 
in our hearts and in our communities.   I think that personal freedom is a wonderful thing but only if it is 
celebrated as an equal partner with the responsibility we have for each other.   
 
It is astonishing to know that God is not alone - or lonely.  In today's Gospel Reading, all three Persons 
of the Blessed Trinity intertwine in this section of the last will and testament of Jesus.  The Father is the 
transcending source of Love; the Beloved Son is the historical embodiment of that Love; the Spirit is the 
journeying presence of that Love who will guide humanity towards the truth.  As He speaks, the Beloved 
Son judges that the fullness of this truth can only be revealed over time.  Meanwhile, the Persons of the 
Blessed Trinity are completely intimate with each other.  No-one speaks on their own but only what they 
hear from each other.  Father, Son and Spirit are a comm-unity and this community ensures the 
continuity between what has been revealed and what will be revealed. 
 
I find it helpful to consider my many beliefs as a work in progress.  This does not mean that they might 
turn out to be false but that greater truths will be revealed and include the beliefs I hold now.  These 
future beliefs are, of course, hidden within the text of the Gospels.  As things stand, we may not have 
the capacity to discern them yet.  Perhaps this is why Jesus tells His disciples that He has many more 
things to tell them but He is holding back because they are not ready for them.  Perhaps it is only when 
we have integrated a lesser truth that a greater truth becomes available to us.  The Spirit comes to make 
this spiritual development possible. 
 
One of the guiding principles of Catholic Teaching in matters of relationships and morals is the Dignity 
of the human person. This principle states that every person is treated with dignity no matter what their 
physical, social or moral condition might be.  Human Dignity and the Dignity of all creation is inherent.  It 
does not come and go with circumstance and it cannot be ignored by any authority.  On the ground, this 
means that the principle of the Dignity of the Person is used as a reference point, and is consulted again 
and again as we try to decide what kind of behaviour and words uphold this principle.  In short, what has 
to be done so that the Dignity of the Person and of Creation is honoured in action? 
 
From where does this principle get its power?  It arises from the faith conviction that all of Creation is 
God's work (see the first reading for today's liturgy) and that we are made in the image and likeness of 
God.  If we are made in the image of the Trinity then our personhood and our dignity has to be much, 
much more than we imagine it to be.  It means that we are essentially plural.  It is in our capacity for 
relationship and the interpersonal flow of love that we find our real self.  The more we ponder this vision 
of the person, the more beautiful it becomes! 
 
Which brings me back to the opening sentence in this reflection.  This is not how we are used to 
identifying ourselves.  We are under huge pressure to think of ourselves as self-enclosed beings who 
have individual disasters and destinies.  In this worldview we are encouraged to compete and to step on 
other people's heads to climb higher up the ladder of personal fulfilment.  Our dignity is under threat from 
every turn.  The negativity of the other competitors and our endless capacity to compare ourselves with 
those who seem to have what we do not, only seems to  reinforce our sense of isolation.   
 
But what if our dignity, flowing from the sacred heart of the Blessed Trinity, can only be accessed in 
relationship? What if human dignity can only be seen as 'ours' and not 'mine' or as something which we 
find in solitude? What if loving activity is what really defines and expresses our lives as persons?  When 
we begin to think of ourselves in this way, the Spirit draws us into an excitement we must pursue.  There 
is a profound and life changing truth in the teaching of Jesus, and it is simply this: we must escape from 
the prison of individualism with all the loneliness and heartache it brings, if we are to be filled with the 
exhilaration and adventure of being made in the image and likeness of God. 



 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND THEIR FAMILIES 
 

         Patrick McSweeney – Funeral Service on Wednesday 15th 
June at 10:30am at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 

 

Ann Newton – Requiem Mass here at St. Joseph’s  
on Thursday 16th June at 10am. 

  

 Jean O’Connor – Funeral Service on Thursday 30th June  
           at 2:30pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium 
 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
                                          through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 

 
This week’s requests: 
Tinned Fruit,  Long-life Milk (not 
skimmed), Washing-up Liquid,   

                      Shower Gel, Deodorant. 
 

 
NEXT WEEKEND: 
Retiring Special Offering 
for Day for Life 

 
BUILDING WORKS UPDATE: Work is 
progressing on the church flat roofs. We are 
awaiting the final timeframe plan for the work. The 
internal hall work has slowed down a little, however, 
we are on track for all being ready by the end of the 
summer. More updates in the coming weeks. 

 

CHURCH CAR PARK SUBSCRIPTION 
 

Due to the disruption caused by the roof work it has been 
decided that the car park pass for 2022/23 will not commence 
until post the completion of the roof work. It is anticipated that 
parishioners will be asked to apply for renewal and pay the 
appropriate fee later in the summer with a September start 
date. In the meantime, the 2021/22 pass is still valid.  

 
 

  CAR PARK REMINDER SAFE PARKING 
 

So many use the car park in a very safe and 
considerate way and thank you for doing so. 
 

However, we would ask everyone to please 
remember to use the marked spaces only and please, no double parking. Also, could the 
able bodied please use the service yard or other car parks at Mass times and especially for 
the Sunday services. This will allow our less able-bodied parishioners to use the available 
space. 
 

Recently some parking has been very unsafe and inconsiderate.  Everyone needs to be 
aware that if the emergency services are required on site, they would not hesitate to 
forcibly move vehicles if access is blocked. 
 

So, we are asking everyone to please be considerate and safe users of the car park. 
 



 

 
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT: CONFIRMATION SACRAMENTAL 
PREPARATION UPDATE: Preparation for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation for our young people will begin in September 2022.  
Planning is now under way by the team of catechists who hope to be 
able to share more information in the next few weeks.  Check the 
newsletter and listen out for any announcements at Mass. 
 

 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY AT 8:30am MASS ON SUNDAY 19 JUNE 
Tickets will be available from 9am on Monday 13 June.  Sign-up here: 
https://stjosephandstmargaretclitherow.churchsuite.com/events/eyge7pvs 
 

 
FINAL REMINDER: ONLINE READERS WORKSHOPS  
Saturdays 18th and 25th June 10 am to 1 pm 
 

AIMED AT BOTH NEW AND EXPERIENCE READERS 
Find out more and register here: https://www.pffm.org.uk/readers  
 

 
REMINDER: SIGNIFICANT WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
MASS 2022  If you are celebrating a 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th 
anniversary, or an anniversary over 60 years and would like to 
attend the special Mass of Celebration at St Bede’s church in 
Basingstoke on Saturday 2nd July 2022 at 11am, please contact 
Liz Murphy in the parish office at St. Bede’s on 01256 465214 or 
email anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO 
ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND  OR IN HOSPITAL AND 

FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM  
 
 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Anne 
Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Blanche Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary 
King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Shaun 
Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika 
Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret 
Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann,  Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, 
Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy 
McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, 
Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian 
Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Ann O’Sullivan, Allan James, Lucia Saligoi, Leonie Macintosh, 
Maureen Baxter, Catherine White, Anne Burnes, Marjorie Brown, Freda Crookall, Ann 
D’Ambrosio. 
 
 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office. If you or your 
relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy 

Communion at home, call the parish office on 01344 425729 or email 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
 
 



 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
Safeguarding: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 
Usual Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 

Telephone: 01344 425729 
Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 
MASS TIMES 

 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 
Saturday 11th  6pm Mass Domidor Ignacio RIP 
Sunday 12th  8:30am Mass Rishal Pais (5th birthday) 

) 
 10:30am Mass Mary Fahy RIP 

 

Monday 13th     NO MASS - OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday 14th     10am Mass  

Wednesday 15th       9am Mass Patrick McSweeney RIP 

Thursday 16th  10am Requiem Mass Ann Newton RIP 

Friday 17th  12pm Mass  

Saturday 18th   10am Mass  

CORPUS CHRISTI 
Saturday 18th  6pm Mass  
Sunday 19th  8:30am Mass  

 

 10:30am Mass 
 

 
 

 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-registration 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
 

07394 440 938 
pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you 
ill and in need of prayer and/or support? 
Perhaps you haven’t had contact with the 
Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the 
reason, please get in touch for a chat. 

 
 

07947 182 761 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

 

Are you in the land of loss & 
would appreciate a chat with 
someone in our group? If so, do 
not hesitate to get in touch.  

Call IN CONFIDENCE 
07731 862 349 

If you need help, 
particularly, as a result of the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the local Society of St 
Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be 
able to provide some assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 


