
THE YEAR OF SAINT LUKE 
The Year of the Relentless Widow 

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY  
Sunday 5 June 2022   

BEING FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

It is still the first day of the week and the movements of the new creation are still unfolding.  In the 
morning, the Beloved Disciple and Mary of Magdala realise that Jesus is with God (Jn 20:1-18).  Now, 
as evening falls, His disciples realise that He is still in their midst.  In His Resurrection, Jesus is with 
them.  In His Ascension, Jesus is with God.  He is the bridge which connects and bolts together the 
Sacred and the Secular, the Divine and the Human.  What Jesus was in His Advent, in His Living and in 
His Dying, He continues to be in His Resurrection. 
 

But there is a huge difference between the pre and the post Easter Jesus.  The Easter Jesus can find 
His way through locked doors and locked hearts.  If you like, He manifests Himself as Presence 
emerging from within, calming the fears, the inner turmoil, and the panic of His disciples.  His Presence 
is remarkable and clear because He continues to bring the gift of Peace.  This is what He promised.  The 
overall sense of the text seems to be that 'the world' gives and takes away.  Security can be very quickly 
replaced  with anxiety.  The world cannot sustain the Peace that does not fail.  But Jesus sees Himself 
as the One whose nearness transcends the vagaries of time and of the world.  He cannot stop the 
chaos.  But He is present within, calming the heart, bringing Peace. 
 

As Jesus moves from Word to action, he shows His disciples His Hands, His Feet and His wounded 
side.  His disciples are expected to know how to understand this action.  But what is it we have to 
know?  How should we read the signs of the hands, the feet and the side? 
 

Well, I think it goes like this.  Jesus and the Father are One.  But this oneness is not a private 
possession.  It can only be sustained as it flows out, bringing life to all who ask to receive it.  As He flows, 
Jesus gives glory to the Father. His crucifixion is the supreme expression of his Glory.  It is the time and 
the place where Sacred Love and life are most visible and available.  The secret hidden in the heart of 
the death of Jesus is that it unseals the fountain of Life!  As an unnamed soldier rams a lance into the 
heart of the Beloved Son of God, he unwittingly starts a flow of blood and water.  This flow is normally 
associated with birth processes.  Through the opening in His side, His heart, in full communion with His 
Abba, becomes available as a life-giving birth for others.  The openings in His hands and feet perform 
the same symbolic function.  They are channels that make His Communion with the Father available 
and accessible to us.  The Love that does not fail is mediated through His death because it is a Love 
that 'lays down its life for His friends'.  It is this dawning realisation which leads His disciples to Joy.  The 
Joy that cannot be taken away complements the Peace that the world cannot give. 
 

But wait, there's more.  Why does Jesus offer Peace a second time?  The disciples are  growing in their 
understanding.  Once they feel the ground beneath their feet as Peace, the second conferral of Peace 
is an invitation to join the flow.  It is the power for mission.  Disciples receive the gift of the love that is 
stronger than death and which is mediated through the open wounds of the Risen Christ.   But this gift 
will wither if they try to hold onto it as a private possession.  It must be received and given away in a 
recursive dance of joy.  This is why they are 'sent', co-missioned by Jesus in exactly the same way as 
he was sent by the Father.  Disciples must give the life they have received to others.  The chain is 
established. 
 

Disciples will break the chain if they limit their capacity to receive the Holy Spirit.  Like a Genesis rerun, 
the Risen Christ breathes into His disciples and they become a new creation - living by the breath of 
God.  The Sign of their faithfulness will be the quality of the life of the community which is created and 
sustained by the word they preach.   The only pathway to community is one that is created by 
forgiving.  In a world where sin and no forgiveness separate people from God and from one another, 
disciples bring communion.  Disciples must engage fully with this task.  If we hold onto the sins that 
separate, the separation will continue.  If we let go (forgive) community will grow. 
 

The Power of the Resurrection of Jesus and His gift of the Spirit are experienced precisely as the 
freedom to overcome separation and build the communion of love.  Is this the life I am living? If your 
answer is yes, we should celebrate.  If your answer is no.  Don't let it be so. 



 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND THEIR FAMILIES 
 

Carol Mowatt – Funeral Service on Thursday 9th June at 2pm  
at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 

 

         Patrick McSweeney – Funeral Service on Wednesday 15th 
June at 10:30am at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 

 

Ann Newton – Requiem Mass here at St. Joseph’s on  
                         Thursday 16th June at 10am. 

 

                          Jean O’Connor – Funeral Service on Thursday 30th June at 2:30pm  
                 at Easthampstead Park Crematorium 

 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Weekend 2022 
 

Congratulations to Her Majesty the Queen on her Platinum 
Jubilee, marking 70 years of service to the people of the 
United Kingdom, the Realms and the Commonwealth.  Go 
online  https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/events to find out more 
about events taking place across the UK this weekend.  N.B. 
The parish office will be closed from Thursday 2nd to Monday 
6th June inclusive. 

 
This week’s requests: 
Pasta Sauce, Tinned 
Potatoes, Long-Life Fruit 

Juice, Tinned Vegetables. 

 
NEXT WEEKEND: 
Retiring Special Offering 
for Day for Life 

 
Through your generosity, we were able to raise £932 for 
Family Fast Day plus an extra £215 for the Walk Against 
Hunger and £1,161.46 for the Ukraine Humanitarian 
Appeal.  Thank you so much for your kindness. 
 

 
UPDATE: CONFIRMATION SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
 
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation for our young people 
will begin in September 2022.  Planning is now under way by the 
team of catechists who hope to be able to share more information in 
the next few weeks.  Check the newsletter and listen out for any 
announcements at Mass. 

 

 
Saturdays 18th and 25th June 10 am to 1 pm 
ONLINE READERS WORKSHOPS  
 

AIMED AT BOTH NEW AND EXPERIENCE READERS 
Find out more and register here: https://www.pffm.org.uk/readers  
 

 



 

 
HALL ROOF UPDATE  
Work has begun on replacing the ceiling in the 
hall, the electricians will be coming in to install new 
lights and work will shortly begin on replacing the 
floor.  We are still on track to have everything up 
and running for September. 
 

 
CHURCH ROOF UPDATE 
You will have noticed that there is now scaffolding around the perimeter of the church and 
work is soon to start on replacing the flat roof and the adjacent small windows.   
 

Thank you once more for your continued patience and understanding around the limited 
spaces available in the car park whilst the roof work is ongoing.  If possible, for the 
weekend Masses, please park in the Service Yard (until 7pm on Saturday evenings and 
until 12pm on Sunday mornings) or in one of the town centre car parks, and leave the 
spaces in the car park for those with limited mobility. 
 

SIGNIFICANT WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES MASS 2022 

 

If you are celebrating a 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th 
anniversary, or anniversary over 60 years, Bishop Philip 
would like to invite you to a Mass of celebration at St 
Bede’s church in Basingstoke on Saturday 2nd July 
2022 at 11am. Please email Liz Murphy at 
anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or contact 
the Parish Office at St Bede’s on 01256 465214. 

 
 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO 
ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND  OR IN HOSPITAL AND 

FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM  
 
 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Anne 
Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Blanche Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary 
King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Shaun 
Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika 
Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret 
Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann,  Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, 
Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy 
McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, 
Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian 
Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Ann O’Sullivan, Allan James, Lucia Saligoi, Leonie Macintosh, 
Maureen Baxter, Catherine White, Anne Burnes, Marjorie Brown, Freda Crookall, Ann 
D’Ambrosio. 
 
 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office. If you or your 
relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy 

Communion at home, call the parish office on 01344 425729 or email 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
 
 



 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
Safeguarding: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 
Usual Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 

Telephone: 01344 425729 
Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 
MASS TIMES 

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Saturday 4th 6pm Mass Ian & Primula Maynard (50th Wedding Anniversary) 
Sunday 5th  8:30am Mass  
 10:30am Mass  

 

Monday 6th      NO MASS - OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday 7th      10am Mass Members of the Ellerton Family 

Wednesday 8th      10am Mass  

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, the ETERNAL HIGH PRIEST, feast 
Thursday 9th  10am Mass Carol Mowatt RIP 

Friday 10th  12pm Mass  

ST. BARNABAS, Apostle, memorial 
Saturday 11th   10am Mass  

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 
Saturday 11th  6pm Mass  
Sunday 12th  8:30am Mass Rishal Pais (5th birthday) 

) 

 10:30am Mass 
 

Mary Fahy RIP 
 

 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-registration 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
 

07394 440 938 
pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you 
ill and in need of prayer and/or support? 
Perhaps you haven’t had contact with the 
Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the 
reason, please get in touch for a chat. 

 
 

07947 182 761 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

 

Are you in the land of loss & 
would appreciate a chat with 
someone in our group? If so, do 
not hesitate to get in touch.  

Call IN CONFIDENCE 
07731 862 349 

If you need help, 
particularly, as a result of the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the local Society of St 
Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be 
able to provide some assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 


