
 

CORPUS CHRISTI  
Sunday 19 June 2022 

 

    TRANSCENDENCE, GRATITUDE AND SACRIFICE 
 

The 'Twelve' have just returned from preaching, 
teaching and healing and are celebrating what 
Jesus has given to them.  Looking forward to some 
R and R (rest and recuperation) they are advanced 
upon by a new crowd.  Notice how Jesus 
welcomes them! What looks like an interruption 
becomes a moment of grace, and Jesus will use 
the events to teach a very important lesson to the 
'Twelve'. 
 

As night falls in the 'desert place' the leadership 
see a problem and want to get rid of it by sending 
the crowds away.  The ones Jesus has welcomed, 
His apostles want to dismiss and make them take 
care of themselves.  But this desire does not reflect 
the values Jesus wants to teach.  In His Kingdom, 
people take care of each other.  They don't push 
people away when they are inconvenient.  The 
future leaders of the Church must learn this lesson 
and pass it on.  Jesus challenges them to take care 
of the people who are gathered but they object that 
they don't have enough resources.  Five loaves 
and two fish are set against a backdrop of 5000 
mouths.  The twelve do the maths and decide it 
can't work.  But Jesus takes a very, very different 
approach.  He seats his guests, He accepts the 
five and the two and He looks to heaven, to the 
source of every blessing, to the One who 
provides.  He blesses what He has and gives 
thanks for it.  He breaks it and shares it.  The bread 
and fish move towards the 5000 in the hands of the 
Twelve.  The people eat and have their fill and 
there is a basket of food; one for each of the 
Twelve who did not know what they had. 
 

The Parable is clear.  It is very human to notice 
what we do not have.  This is especially true when 
times are dark and friends are few.  It is almost 
impossible for us to decide that there is enough to 
meet the need of everyone.  So, we push those in 
need down the road, telling them that they will have 
to take care of themselves.  Jesus, on the other 
hand, invites us to gather and to give thanks for 
what we have.  To view our resources as a gift and 
not as an inadequacy.  Gifts fall under the spiritual 
law which goes, 'Freely, freely you have received, 
freely, freely give.  And when we do this, we are 
blessed by the second spiritual law  which says if 
we try to hold on to what we have, we lose it, but if 
we lose it for the sake of the Kingdom of God, we 
will find it.  Those who receive the gifts in our 
hands will be satisfied and there will be gifts in 
return  for the givers. 
 

As you go through your life this week, try to take a 
good look at the people around you.  It is amazing 

to watch our sisters and brothers return again and 
again to the challenges of life, companionship and 
work.  It seems to be written in our DNA that we 
are at our best, and our happiest, when we find 
people and places to give ourselves to.  Watch 
people break their bodies and pour out their blood 
in the pursuit of love and truth.  In Sacred language 
they are engaged in the work of sacrifice and 
sacrifice is about making life holy by giving 
something back.   
 

The Catholic community, in its Eucharistic joy, has 
been promoting this approach for centuries.  And 
when the narratives of the suppers of Jesus, and 
especially the last Supper are reflected on with 
depth we see something truly beautiful.  Jesus 
injunction to 'Do this in memory of me', is an 
invitation to imitate Him and to follow His Wisdom. 
 

Jesus takes bread in His Sacred Hands.  He 
identifies this bread with his embodied life.  The 
very fact that He takes it is His hands should not 
be lost to us.  He is much more than He 
seems.  His transcendent self is ready for action 
and so must ours.  This understanding allows us to 
return again and again to this place not as a 
random act but as who we really are.  Once Jesus 
has gathered His life in His hands, He gives thanks 
for it.  It is a gift! It is a gift given by God, moment 
by moment, breath by breath, just like 
ours.  Holding fast to this truth will increase our 
gratitude and gratitude will fill us up from the 
inside.  Filled within, we flow without.  The life 
freely given and received becomes the life we seek 
to freely give away - to break the bread and pour 
out the blood. 
 

As we ponder the Eucharistic gestures of Jesus, 
we can become better at sacrificing! The teaching 
is clear. Transcendence, Gratitude and Sacrificing 
must be held together for full living.  If we focus 
only on the transcendent, we run the risk of 
spiritual snobbery or that we are never really in the 
life we are living.  If we only have gratitude, we risk 
becoming selfish and self-absorbed.  We do not 
realise that as we are counting our blessings, we 
are separating ourselves from the communion of 
love. If we try to sacrifice without grateful hearts, 
we run the risk of becoming resentful.  We pour 
ourselves out and find we are running on empty, 
so we short circuit the process and stop giving 
ourselves away. 
 
So, whatever life sets before us in the days to 
come, remember to consult the One who knows 
how to break His body and pour out His blood.



 

 
 

 

               Please pray for the repose of the soul of  
           

 Jean O’Connor – Funeral Service on Thursday 30th June  
           at 2:30pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium 
 

    May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
         through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 
THIS WEEKEND: SPECIAL RETIRING OFFERING 
Day for Life is the day in the Church’s year dedicated to raising 
awareness about the meaning and value of human life at every 
stage and in every condition. The Church teaches that life is to 

be nurtured from conception to natural death. The focus of the Day for Life this 
year is older persons. The COVID pandemic highlighted the desperate plight 
of many older people, especially those in care homes and those struggling 
with long-term chronic conditions such as dementia. They carried the highest 
burden which included prolonged isolation, the distress for families being 
unable to visit, delayed medical interventions and tragic, isolated, deaths 
followed by shortened, minimal, funeral rites. Many family members and 
friends continue to bear the wound of deep grief which hurts and is still in 
need of healing.  This year, we are being invited to think again about the value 
and worth of older persons in families and in society, and to make practical 
choices to build bridges between the generations. 

CAFOD has written to say a huge thank you for your support, 
prayers and donations for the people of Ukraine.  Catholics in 
England and Wales have donated over £3 million, and this is 

enabling immediate, practical support, such as the provision of food, clothing, shelter 
and transport.  Please keep the people of Ukraine and all our sisters and brothers who 
face daily suffering, in your prayers.  https://www.cafod.co.uk/ukraineappeal   
 

This week’s requests: Long-life Fruit Juice, Ready Made Custard, 
Shower Toiletries (for men, women & children), Washing-up Liquid 
 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT: CONFIRMATION SACRAMENTAL 
PREPARATION UPDATE: Preparation for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation for our young people will begin in September 2022.  
Planning is now under way by the team of catechists who hope to 
be able to share more information in the next few weeks.  Check the 
newsletter and listen out for any announcements at Mass. 

 



 

BUILDING WORKS UPDATE 
Work continues on the church flat roofs. The internal hall work 
is also progressing nicely and we are still on track for 
reopening in September.   
 
 

CHURCH CAR PARK SUBSCRIPTION 
 

Due to the disruption caused by the roof work it has been 
decided that the car park pass for 2022/23 will not 
commence until post the completion of the roof work. It is 
anticipated that parishioners will be asked to apply for 
renewal and pay the appropriate fee later in the summer 

with a September start date. In the meantime, the 2021/22 pass is still valid.  
 
CAR PARK REMINDER SAFE PARKING 
 

So many use the car park in a very safe and 
considerate way and thank you for doing so.  
However, please remember to only use the  
marked spaces and please, no double parking.   If you are able bodied, please use the 
service yard or other car parks especially at the weekend to allow our less able-bodied 
parishioners to use the available space.  In recent weeks, some parking has been very 
unsafe and inconsiderate.  Please be aware that if the emergency services are 
required on site, they would not hesitate to forcibly move vehicles if access is blocked. 

Please be considerate and safe users of the car park, thank you. 
 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY  
WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND  OR IN HOSPITAL  

AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM  
 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Blanche 
Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Shaun Howard, Sally 
Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Mary 
Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann,  Jennie Tucker, 
Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal 
Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas & 
Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, Louis Burgisser, Prim 
& Ian Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Ann O’Sullivan, Allan James, Lucia Saligoi, Leonie Macintosh, 
Maureen Baxter, Catherine White, Anne Burnes, Marjorie Brown, Freda Crookall, Ann D’Ambrosio. 
 
 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office. If you or your relative 
is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy Communion at 

home, call the parish office on 01344 425729 or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 
 



 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
Safeguarding: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  

07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 
Usual Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 

Telephone: 01344 425729 
Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

MASS TIMES 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
Saturday 18th   6pm Mass  
Sunday 19th  8:30am Mass  
 10:30am Mass  
Monday 20th      NO MASS - OFFICE CLOSED 

 

ST ALOYSIUS GONZAGA, Religious, memorial 
Tuesday 21st     10am Mass Bridie Doherty RIP 

 

Ss JOHN FISHER, Bishop, & THOMAS MORE, Martyrs, feast 
Wednesday 22nd  10am Mass Family of Patrick Grattan  

 

Thursday 23rd  NO MASS 

THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS, solemnity 
Friday 24th  12pm Mass Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart of Jesus & Immaculate 

Heart of Mary – Graham & Martha Block 
 

THE MOST IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY, memorial 
Saturday 25th   10am Mass 

 

 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 25th   6pm Mass  
Sunday 26th  8:30am Mass Brian Stapley RIP 
 10:30am Mass Eamon & Maura McNeill [60th Wedding Anniversary] 

 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-registration 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
07394 440 938 

pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in 
need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t 
had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. 
Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat. 

 
07947 182 761 

stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 

Are you in the land of loss & would 
appreciate a chat with someone in 
our group? If so, do not hesitate to get in 
touch.  

Call IN CONFIDENCE 
07731 862 349 

 
If you need help, particularly, as a 
result of the economic impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the local 
Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) 
may be able to provide some 
assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 


