
 THE YEAR OF SAINT LUKE  

The Year of the Relentless Widow 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Sunday 22 May 2022   

WHAT WILL MY LEGACY BE? 
 

St. John's Gospel begins with a revelation that we are loved beyond our wildest expectations. Now, in 
today's Gospel he tells us that loving Jesus in return is the only thing needed to receive and understand 
what He chooses to reveal. Those who love Him open their hearts, and all of their lives, to another kind 
of loving - a Sacred Love. This love brings strength instead of power. The Strength that will be needed 
to walk the pathways of Sacred Love in time.  
 

As Jesus prepares His disciples for His death and departure, He speaks directly to their breaking 
hearts. There is a secret hidden in the heart of every death. Wherever there is loss there will be a gain! 
Even more, The Holy Spirit will take up residence in the heart of every disciple and help them to 
remember and make this teaching their own. You might want to pause here to consider the beauty of 
this reveal. Like every person who knows they are dying, Jesus wants to leave gifts for those who love 
Him. But there is no financial legacy in His will. Instead, He bequeaths the spiritual/mental 
enhancement that the revelation of His dying makes possible.  
 

And so, it is Peace that He wants to leave them. But not just any old peace. He calls it MY Peace. This 
is very different from the absence of stress, distress and fear. As Saint Paul wrote in his amazing letter 
to the Church in Rome, it is nothing less than the conviction that nothing can separate us from the Love 
which is our life. The non-abandoning presence of God is everywhere. On Calvary, the place of total 
loss, this Sacred Love is revealed as a protecting nearness which will not permit the final destruction 
of the Beloved.  
 

Someone once said, "Where there's a will, there's a war". Few of us have not witnessed, or heard 
stories of the trouble caused by the cash inheritance. Inherited money can be dangerous. What was 
intended to help can cause hurt and division. Perhaps this is why in St. Luke's Gospel (Lk 12:13-14) 
Jesus refuses to divide a man from his brother over money. This same theme is repeated again in St. 
John's Gospel, where relationships are valued and cherished above all else. This is why Jesus' bequest 
to His disciples is something that will not hurt them or tear them apart.  
 

He leaves another gift - one that will be an active energy in keeping them in community. He leaves 
Peace, the only gift which can guarantee them a future. Peace does not divide people but restores 
them to one another. If someone has left us the gift of money in their will, we might choose to spend it. 
Jesus has left us the gift of Peace. This gift cannot be spent. We can only remember it an act on it. 
Jesus is very clear that the gift of the Holy Spirit is given so that we will not forget, but perhaps even 
more, to teach us the ways of Peace. We remember and we learn.  
 

I heard a great story once of a man who left his family home in Ireland. He was not the eldest brother 
and the farm would never be his. So, he went to America to seek his fortune. He worked hard to make 
a comfortable life for his wife and three children. He wrote to his brother every month 'with no news 
from this end' but always sent a cheque to help his family. His brother Michael wrote back every month 
'with no news from his end' but never mentioned the cheque.  
 

When Tom reached the age of sixty-five a yearning to visit his home grew stronger in him. He decided 
to go and take his granddaughter with him. When he arrived back at the family home, there was tension 
in the air. His brother expected a rich 'yank' and he expected to meet a wealthy landowner. In each 
case, it wasn't true!  
 

As the evening unfolded the two brothers found themselves alone in front of the big fire. Michael went 
to the cupboard and pulled out a beautiful homemade crusty loaf. Tom found his duty-free bag and 
produced a good Irish whiskey. When his granddaughter woke in the morning, she found crumbs on 
the table and a half empty whiskey bottle. But of Tom and Mick she saw nothing. She went to the back 
door as the sun climbed into the sky, and in the field, she saw them both, having a smoke and 
inspecting the earth the way a parent checks a new-born. They had stayed up all night. When they 
saw her, they waved and walked stride by stride together back to the house. As she waited, she knew 
that although she had not yet had to stay up all night to beat back the darkness with her love, when 
the time came, she would be able to do it. She shouted to them, "Wow, you made it all the way to 
morning!"  
 

Peace. Is St. John right to say it is the only inheritance of any real value? 



 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Anne Hammill  - Requiem Mass here on Thursday 26th May at 12pm 
 

Carol Mowatt – Funeral Service on Thursday 9th June at 2pm  
at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 

 

         Patrick McSweeney – funeral details to follow. 
 

          Ann Newton – funeral details to follow. 
 

                                          May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
                                                 through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 

 
back to Fr. Richard Maniak who will be celebrating the Saturday 
6pm Vigil Mass this weekend. 
 

                    HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
Wednesday 25th May – Vigil Mass 7pm 

Thursday 26th May – Mass at 9am 
 
 

LATEST ON THE CHURCH HALL ROOF from Deacon Aidan 
 

The work on the hall has started and is likely to last through the summer. This has led to a 
reduction in parking spaces and during the week the movement of some fairly large lorries 
and other vehicles. With this in mind could we please ask that parking is restricted as far 
as possible to the spaces up to the exit gate and not beyond towards the service yard. 
Also, please do not park outside the parking bays as the vehicles will need as much space 
as possible to manoeuvre. It would help if everyone who is mobile use the service yard for 
the Sunday weekend masses and other town centre parking facilities during the week, 
leaving the available parking spaces for those parishioners who are less mobile.   
 

 
 

 
       Pax Christi Annual Report 
      Pick up a copy from the porch 
 

 
          NEXT WEEKEND  
RETIRING SPECIAL OFFERING  
for the Catholic Communications 
Network 

SIGNIFICANT WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES MASS 2022 

 

If you are celebrating a 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th 
anniversary, or anniversary over 60 years, Bishop Philip 
would like to invite you to a Mass of celebration at St 
Bede’s church in Basingstoke on Saturday 2nd July 
2022 at 11am. Please email Liz Murphy at 
anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk if you’d like 
to be there.  If you do not have access to the internet, 

please contact the Parish Office at St Bede’s 01256 465214 and they will provide you with 
the form. Also, please provide a COPY of your wedding photograph, you can upload it when 
you complete the form online, or scan and send via email to the above email address. If you 
have no access to the internet, post a COPY along with the completed form to: St Bede’s 
Parish Office, Popley Way, Basingstoke, RG24 9DX 
 



 

 
Saturdays 18th and 25th June 
10 am to 1 pm 
ONLINE READERS WORKSHOPS  
 

Workshop 1 – Introduction to the Liturgy of the 
Church, Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word, 
Reading the Word with clarity and conviction 
with group work. 
 

Workshop 2 – Introduction to the Bible, 
Understanding the reading and preparing a 
reading with group work. 
 

The workshops will be followed by a pre-arranged one to one practice time and 
commissioning with the Diocesan Recognitio award. 
 

Find out more and register here: https://www.pffm.org.uk/readers  
 

This week’s requests: Rice Pudding, Biscuits, Long-life Milk, Shower Gel, 
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes. 
 

 
The Alton Day of Renewal (ADoRE) spiritual mini-retreat is returning 
on Saturday 28th May with a one-off live session at St Bede's Basingstoke, 
starting at 9.30am with Mass. ADoRE is part of the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal, referred to by Pope Francis as "a stream of grace for the whole 
church."   

Live all-day session 9.30am-3.30pm at St Bede’s Church, Basingstoke RG24 9DX. 
Please bring picnic lunch. No need to book. http://www.altonrenewal.com/adore_live 
Morning session livestream 9.30am-2.30pm at www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk/live. No 
need to register.  
 

 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO 
ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND  OR IN HOSPITAL AND 

FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM  
 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Anne 
Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Blanche Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary 
King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Shaun 
Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika 
Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Mary 
Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann,  Jennie 
Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, 
Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles 
Hose, Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, 
Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Ann O’Sullivan, Allan James, Lucia 
Saligoi, Leonie Macintosh, Maureen Baxter, Catherine White, Anne Burnes, Marjorie Brown, Freda 
Crookall, Ann D’Ambrosio. 
 
 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office. If you or your 
relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy 

Communion at home, call the parish office on 01344 425729 or email 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
 
 



 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
Safeguarding: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 
Usual Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 

Telephone: 01344 425729 
Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

MASS TIMES 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Saturday 21st   6pm Mass  
Sunday 22nd  8:30am Mass The Mayes Family – In Thanksgiving 
 10:30am Mass Pete & Angela Dossett 

 

Monday 23rd    NO 
MASS 

OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday 24th    10am Mass John Baptist Robertson RIP 

ST BEDE THE VENERABLE, Religious, Doctor of the Church, memorial 
Wednesday 25th     10am Mass  
 7pm Vigil Mass of the Ascension of the Lord 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD, solemnity 
Thursday 26th  9am Mass  
 12pm Requiem Mass – Anne Hammill RIP 

Friday 27th  12pm Mass  

Saturday 28th   10am Mass  

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Saturday 28th   6pm Mass  
Sunday 29th  8:30am Mass  

 

 10:30am Mass 
 

Michael & Yvonne Alemao 
 

 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-registration 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
 

07394 440 938 
pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you 
ill and in need of prayer and/or support? 
Perhaps you haven’t had contact with the 
Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the 
reason, please get in touch for a chat. 

 
 

07947 182 761 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

 

Are you in the land of loss & 
would appreciate a chat with 
someone in our group? If so, do 
not hesitate to get in touch.  

Call IN CONFIDENCE 
07731 862 349 

If you need help, 
particularly, as a result of the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the local Society of St 
Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be 
able to provide some assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 


