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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
DRINKING FROM THE SKY 

 

Sunday 9 January 2022  
 

 

Family and friends are gathering at the local church 
for the Celebration of the Baptism of the latest - and 
most precious - arrival. Amy!  Invisibly, they stand in 
two circles, the inner circle being made up of the 
parents and godparents and then the wider circle  of 
their community.  It's snowing, and Granddad is 
trying to teach the children how to catch the 
snowflakes that are falling from the sky with their 
tongues.  They think they have to chase them and 
create a very funny scene.  One day they will learn 
that it is best to be still.  But even so, it is never easy 
to drink from the sky. 
 

For the brief time that John the Baptist and Jesus 
were together they were a team.  John prepares 
human hearts to welcome the One who is to come by 
bringing them to forgiveness.  His Baptism distances 
them from their sin and any mistaken notion they 
might have had that this is who they are.  But this is 
only a first step.  Turning away from sin creates the 
freedom to turn towards God.  As John's disciples 
turn, the only person they can see is Jesus.  And 
Jesus has just come up from the dark river, filled with 
the Spirit and certain that he is 'The Beloved Son of 
God'.  Now, the heavens are open never to be closed 
and the Dove, symbol of Love, moves towards Jesus. 
 

In the Gospels the Father only speaks twice.  In Mark 
and Luke it is a direct address "You are my Son, the 
Beloved, with you I am well pleased".  In Matthew the 
address begins with "This is my Beloved 
Son...".  Where Mark and Luke seek to establish 
intimacy, Matthew is more concerned with 
identity.  Both are needed. 
 

Back to the family we met at the beginning.  The 
priest arrives with the key which will unlock many gifts 
for this little one.  The rituals will illuminate exactly 
what these are.  What name have you given your 
child? Her name is spoken with reverence.  The 
reverence that accepts that we know her but that she 
is also wrapped in mystery.  The parents are then 
asked if they will open what otherwise would have 
remained closed by being faithful witnesses.  They 
say yes but they hardly know what they mean.  Still, 
they are willing to begin the journey.  Support will be 
needed.  That's what Godparents are there for.  They 
will need support, that's what family and friends are 
for.  Now that the inner circle is complete, everyone 
is invited to make the sign of the cross on Amy's 
forehead.  This is the call to the third eye, the eye of 
the heart and the soul which looks in two 
directions.  It gazes on the world and on eternity at 
the same time.  With the water of Baptism the eye is 
awoken from sleep.  The priest is reading the Gospel 
about Jesus challenging his bodyguard not to push 
the little ones away.  He does this by embracing, 

blessing and laying hands of love upon them.  This is 
how we open the third eye.  This is how to babysit a 
child of God. 
 

So, family, friends and community must renew 
themselves for this work.  This is done by a 
renunciation of Satan - the accuser and the divider - 
by refusing the strategies of accusation and division 
to increase our own power.  Instead we commit 
ourselves to the strategies of the Beloved Son - 
forgiveness and reconciliation.  By freeing ourselves 
and opening ourselves we have created the right 
conditions for the water to be poured. 
 

In our beautiful catholic tradition, nothing is ever what 
it seems.  This is the font of the sacramental life of 
the church. The water, which is not water is poured. 
Oil, which is not oil, will follow the water and Amy will 
join the line of priests, prophets and queens who 
belong to Jesus.  A candle, which is not a candle, will 
be lit.  A white garment, which is not a white garment, 
will enfold her.  The Risen One is here, they 
sing.  The Spirit is here, they sing.  And they are right. 
 

Back at the house there is a party.  Everyone toasts 
the new baby and asks that she will find true friends 
and live in a world of justice and peace.  They move 
towards the buffet, and for a moment I am left alone 
with her. She begins to cry.  I offer a finger to her 
outstretched hand and she grasps and holds it 
tightly.  I wait until her distress, like all distress, 
passes away.  It is a moment to ponder.  That our 
Catholic Faith does not celebrate the individual 
seeker, the lonely exile. It begins and unfolds in a 
relationship where the old give the young the gift of 
the truth.  As I ponder what we have just done I 
remember that the touch of love is a revelation of the 
spirit.  I will continue to bless the little ones because 
their day is dawning.  I will continue to enjoy every 
Baptism because it helps me understand myself and 
my own Baptism more. 
 
There is an explosion of laughter from the sitting 
room and grandad is, as usual, at the centre of it.  I 
hope she will have time to get close to him.  I think he 
will teach her how to drink from the sky. 



 

 
 

ENCYCLICAL LETTER 
FRATELLI TUTTI 
OF THE HOLY FATHER 

FRANCIS ON FRATERNITY AND  SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP 
 

CHAPTER EIGHT 
RELIGIONS AT THE SERVICE OF FRATERNITY IN OUR WORLD 

 

271. The different religions, based on their respect for each human person as a creature called to be a child 
of God, contribute significantly to building fraternity and defending justice in society. Dialogue between the 
followers of different religions does not take place simply for the sake of diplomacy, consideration or 
tolerance. In the words of the Bishops of India, “the goal of dialogue is to establish friendship, peace and 
harmony, and to share spiritual and moral values and experiences in a spirit of truth and love”.[259] 
 

THE ULTIMATE FOUNDATION 
272. As believers, we are convinced that, without an openness to the Father of all, there will be no solid and 
stable reasons for an appeal to fraternity. We are certain that “only with this awareness that we are not 
orphans, but children, can we live in peace with one another”.[260] For “reason, by itself, is capable of 
grasping the equality between men and of giving stability to their civic coexistence, but it cannot establish 
fraternity”.[261] 
 

273. In this regard, I wish to cite the following memorable statement: “If there is no transcendent truth, in 
obedience to which man achieves his full identity, then there is no sure principle for guaranteeing just relations 
between people. Their self-interest as a class, group or nation would inevitably set them in opposition to one 
another. If one does not acknowledge transcendent truth, then the force of power takes over, and each person 
tends to make full use of the means at his disposal in order to impose his own interests or his own opinion, 
with no regard for the rights of others… The root of modern totalitarianism is to be found in the denial of the 
transcendent dignity of the human person who, as the visible image of the invisible God, is therefore by his 
very nature the subject of rights that no one may violate – no individual, group, class, nation or state. Not 
even the majority of the social body may violate these rights, by going against the minority”.[262] 
 

274. From our faith experience and from the wisdom accumulated over centuries, but also from lessons 
learned from our many weaknesses and failures, we, the believers of the different religions, know that our 
witness to God benefits our societies. The effort to seek God with a sincere heart, provided it is never sullied 
by ideological or self-serving aims, helps us recognize one another as travelling companions, truly brothers 
and sisters. We are convinced that “when, in the name of an ideology, there is an attempt to remove God 
from a society, that society ends up adoring idols, and very soon men and women lose their way, their dignity 
is trampled and their rights violated. You know well how much suffering is caused by the denial of freedom 
of conscience and of religious freedom, and how that wound leaves a humanity which is impoverished, 
because it lacks hope and ideals to guide it”.[263] 
 

275. It should be acknowledged that “among the most important causes of the crises of the modern world 
are a desensitized human conscience, a distancing from religious values and the prevailing individualism 
accompanied by materialistic philosophies that deify the human person and introduce worldly and material 
values in place of supreme and transcendental principles”.[264] It is wrong when the only voices to be heard 
in public debate are those of the powerful and “experts”. Room needs to be made for reflections born of 
religious traditions that are the repository of centuries of experience and wisdom. For “religious classics can 
prove meaningful in every age; they have an enduring power [to open new horizons, to stimulate thought, to 
expand the mind and the heart]”. Yet often they are viewed with disdain as a result of “the myopia of a certain 
rationalism”.[265] 
 

 
[259] CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF INDIA, Response of the Church in India to the Present-day Challenges (9 March 
2016).   [260] Homily at Mass in Domus Sanctae Marthae (17 May 2020).   [261] BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in 
Veritate (29 June 2009), 19: AAS 101 (2009), 655.   [262] SAINT JOHN PAUL II, Encyclical Letter Centesimus Annus (1 May 1991), 
44: AAS 83 (1991), 849.   [263] Address to the Leaders of Other Religions and Other Christian Denominations, Tirana, Albania (21 
September 2014): Insegnamenti II, 2 (2014), 277.   [264] Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together, 
Abu Dhabi (4 February 2019): L’Osservatore Romano, 4-5 February 2019, p. 6.   [265] Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (24 
November 2013), 256: AAS 105 (2013), 1123. 

 



 

  

WELCOME  
to Fr. Richard Maniak who is celebrating  

our Masses this weekend 
 

 

This week’s requests: Long Life 
milk (not skimmed), Long Life Fruit 
Juice, Sponge Puddings, Rice 
Pudding, Jam 

 
DIOCESAN FORMATION FOR MISSION TEAM 

Online Courses in January and February 2022 
  
FOR CATECHISTS: Essential Training for Catechists (5 Mondays, 10th Jan – 7th Feb, 7.30 to 9.00 pm) 
followed by our new course, Further Training for Catechists (5 Mondays, 21st Feb – 21st March, 7.30 to 
9.00 pm). in the first course, we will look at the fundamental principles of catechesis to discover what it 
is, and in the second course, we will look at specific questions: how to speak to adults, young people 
and children about God, Jesus, salvation, the human person and the Church. Both courses are open to 
everyone – you don’t have to be a catechist to sign up. 

  
FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR CHILDREN WITH ADDITIONAL/SPECIAL NEEDS: 3 workshops 
on Thursdays 13th, 20th and 27th January, 7.00 - 8.30 pm for the parents, catechists and priests of 
young Catholics with additional needs: Being Acceptional. Workshop 1. At Mass: inclusion in the 
Liturgy; Workshop 2. In Catechesis: sacramental preparation; Workshop 3. In the Home: the domestic 
Church for children with additional needs.  

  
FOR ADULTS WHO WISH TO KNOW THEIR FAITH BETTER: A 6-week course on Tuesdays 15th 
February - 22nd March, 7.00 - 8.30 pm. This course, Anchoring your Faith: the Mass, will help you 
(re)discover the Mass, exploring its liturgy in the light of our faith. We will go through the Mass step by 
step but also through the essential truths of our faith, using Scripture, artworks, and breakout group 
activities.  
 

To find out more and register, head over to the Formation for Mission website: https://www.pffm.org.uk/ 
 

 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? Register online at 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-

life/parish-registration/ 

 

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 

Closed on Mondays 
 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy,  
Patricia Holmwood,  Blanche Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek 

Alexander, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico 
Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, 

Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, 
Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, 

Charles Hose,Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, 
Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Ann O’Sullivan, Pat Melling, Allan James. 

 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office. 
If you or your relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy 

Communion at home, call the parish office on 01344 425729  
or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

 



 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
Safeguarding: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 
Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 

Usual Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 
Telephone: 01344 425729 

Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

MASS TIMES 
 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
Saturday 8th  6pm Mass Parish Intentions 
Sunday 9th  8:30am Mass Brid Griffin RIP 
 10:30am Mass Michael Tapia RIP 

 

 

Monday 10th 
 

NO MASS – Office Closed 
 

Tuesday 11th 10am Mass Philomena Whitehouse RIP 
 

Wednesday 12th  10am Mass Lukas Lukasiewicz RIP 
 

Thursday 13th  10am Mass Anna Maria Johnson RIP 
 

Friday 14th  12 Noon Mass Keona Fernandes 
 

Saturday 15th  10am  Baby Joshua 
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 15th 6pm Mass Ludmila Flekova RIP 
Sunday 16th 8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 
 10:30am  Mass Patricia Robinson RIP 

 

 
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-registration 
________________________________________________________________________________

________ 

  

 
 

07394 440 938 
pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you 
ill and in need of prayer and/or support? 
Perhaps you haven’t had contact with the 
Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the 
reason, please get in touch for a chat. 

 
 

07947 182 761 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

 

Are you in the land of loss & 
would appreciate a chat with 
someone in our group? If so, do 
not hesitate to get in touch.  

Call IN CONFIDENCE 
07731 862 349 

If you need help, 
particularly, as a result of the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the local Society of St 
Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be 
able to provide some assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 

 
 


