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SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
COME AND SEE 

 

Sunday 16 January 2022  
 

 

The story of the events at Cana, starts by 
declaring that they took place 'on the third 
day'.  St. John wants the reader to be aware 
that something Sacred is about to reach its 
fulfilment and that what is about to unfold is 
in the hands of God.  This happens at a 
wedding feast.  But in this case the 'two' who 
are to become 'One' are not just a bride and 
a groom but humanity - represented by the 
Blessed Mother - and God - present as the 
Beloved Son. 
 
The Mother of Jesus speaks on behalf of 
humanity.  She presents our brokenness, 
our lack, our pain resulting from our distance 
from God.  She expresses this to the 
Beloved Son of God with the haunting and 
poignant words, "They have no wine".  She 
tells it like it is.  Our broken communion with 
God and with each other is killing us.  How 
many times in the Gospel does this plea 
express itself in other ways? The official 
whose son is dying, the cripple who has no 
one to put him in the pool, the Apostle who 
does not have enough bread for the hungry, 
Martha and Mary at the tomb of their 
brother.  Each of these sing the song of 
human affliction; a dirge which allows for no 
celebration. 
 
In reply, the Beloved Son calls his mother 
'Woman' - mother of all the living.  It is a title 
of reverence and an acknowledgement of 
her vocation to seek the wellbeing of her 
children.  And when He asks her how this 
'hurt' belongs to Him and to her, He is 
preparing her heart for Revelation.  It is the 
Mission of the Beloved Son to give life to the 
world. (Jn:3:16-17). Her answer places their 
concern for everything right in the middle of 
their relationship.  Jesus supplies the wine 
for the imperilled marriage of the Sacred and 
the Human.  His mother knows who to turn 
to when the wine runs out! 
 
When Jesus, who lives close to the Fathers 
heart, saw two disciples tailing Him, He 
asked them to "Come and See" what this 
closeness was like.  Later in the Gospel, 
when Jesus asks where they have laid 
Lazarus, He is told, "Come and See".   As 
He is drawn into the tears of loss, He 
becomes one with those He loves.  He 

embraces the utter vulnerability of human 
life.  This is the path Sacred Love takes.  It 
does not save from the outside but enters in 
to save from the inside.  This is why, the 
hour, the condition for the production of 
great wine at the wedding in Cana, is 
drinking the sour wine of Golgotha.  This is 
the truth of the 'hour' and one of the most 
precious truths of our faith. 
 
The Mother of the Beloved Son knows this 
and, as the spokesperson for humanity in 
danger, she instructs the servants - that's 
us- to do whatever He tells them.  All our 
efforts to stay ritually clean with water 
poured from outside - the six stone jars of 
water - are useless.  Instead, the Beloved 
Son fills them to the brim; an abundance of 
wine now, that fills from the inside.  A 
beautiful image of the Holy Spirit.  It is God 
who holds the communion and provides 
what is needed.  It is the Spirit, poured into 
our hearts who gives life. 
 
This 'Sign', the first, works on two levels, the 
sensual and the spiritual.  The reader is 
challenged to follow the clues beyond what 
can be seen, heard, touched, tasted, 
smelled and felt to taste the truth of Jesus’ 
Glory and then give their heart to 
Him.  Others will follow. Not in sequence 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7 but as windows opening on the 
same truth. Each 'Sign' will call those who 
gaze through them from surface to depth, 
from exterior religion to interior adoration.  In 
short, the reader has, in the words of one 
anonymous disciple, to dream that they 
danced with Jesus at the Wedding Feast, 
and pressing their ear to His Heart entered 
the secret, saving, Sacred presence of God! 

 



 

ENCYCLICAL LETTER 
FRATELLI TUTTI 
OF THE HOLY FATHER 

FRANCIS ON FRATERNITY AND  SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP 
 

CHAPTER EIGHT – continued. 
 

276. For these reasons, the Church, while respecting the autonomy of political life, does not restrict her 
mission to the private sphere. On the contrary, “she cannot and must not remain on the sidelines” in the 
building of a better world, or fail to “reawaken the spiritual energy” that can contribute to the betterment of 
society.[266] It is true that religious ministers must not engage in the party politics that are the proper 
domain of the laity, but neither can they renounce the political dimension of life itself,[267] which involves a 
constant attention to the common good and a concern for integral human development. The Church “has a 
public role over and above her charitable and educational activities”. She works for “the advancement of 
humanity and of universal fraternity”.[268] She does not claim to compete with earthly powers, but to offer 
herself as “a family among families, this is the Church, open to bearing witness in today’s world, open to 
faith hope and love for the Lord and for those whom he loves with a preferential love. A home with open 
doors. The Church is a home with open doors, because she is a mother”.[269] And in imitation of Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus, “we want to be a Church that serves, that leaves home and goes forth from its places of 
worship, goes forth from its sacristies, in order to accompany life, to sustain hope, to be the sign of unity… 
to build bridges, to break down walls, to sow seeds of reconciliation”.[270] 
 

Christian identity 
277. The Church esteems the ways in which God works in other religions, and “rejects nothing of what is 
true and holy in these religions. She has a high regard for their manner of life and conduct, their precepts 
and doctrines which… often reflect a ray of that truth which enlightens all men and women”.[271] Yet we 
Christians are very much aware that “if the music of the Gospel ceases to resonate in our very being, we 
will lose the joy born of compassion, the tender love born of trust, the capacity for reconciliation that has its 
source in our knowledge that we have been forgiven and sent forth. If the music of the Gospel ceases to 
sound in our homes, our public squares, our workplaces, our political and financial life, then we will no 
longer hear the strains that challenge us to defend the dignity of every man and woman”.[272] Others drink 
from other sources. For us the wellspring of human dignity and fraternity is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
From it, there arises, “for Christian thought and for the action of the Church, the primacy given to 
relationship, to the encounter with the sacred mystery of the other, to universal communion with the entire 
human family, as a vocation of all”.[273] 
 

278. Called to take root in every place, the Church has been present for centuries throughout the world, for 
that is what it means to be “catholic”. She can thus understand, from her own experience of grace and sin, 
the beauty of the invitation to universal love. Indeed, “all things human are our concern… wherever the 
councils of nations come together to establish the rights and duties of man, we are honoured to be 
permitted to take our place among them”.[274] For many Christians, this journey of fraternity also has a 
Mother, whose name is Mary. Having received this universal motherhood at the foot of the cross 
(cf. Jn 19:26), she cares not only for Jesus but also for “the rest of her children” (cf. Rev 12:17). In the 
power of the risen Lord, she wants to give birth to a new world, where all of us are brothers and sisters, 
where there is room for all those whom our societies discard, where justice and peace are resplendent. 
 

279. We Christians ask that, in those countries where we are a minority, we be guaranteed freedom, even 
as we ourselves promote that freedom for non-Christians in places where they are a minority. One 
fundamental human right must not be forgotten in the journey towards fraternity and peace. It is religious 
freedom for believers of all religions. That freedom proclaims that we can “build harmony and 
understanding between different cultures and religions. It also testifies to the fact that, since the important 
things we share are so many, it is possible to find a means of serene, ordered and peaceful coexistence, 
accepting our differences and rejoicing that, as children of the one God, we are all brothers and 
sisters”.[275] 
 

[266] BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical Letter Deus Caritas Est (25 December 2005), 28: AAS 98 (2006), 240. 
[267] “Man is a political animal”, ARISTOTLE, Politics, 1253a 1-3.   [268] BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate (29 June 2009), 11: 
AAS 101 (2009), 648.   [269] Address to the Catholic Community, Rakovski, Bulgaria (6 May 2019): L’Osservatore Romano, 8 May 2019, p. 9.   
[270] Homily, Santiago de Cuba (22 September 2015): AAS 107 (2015), 1005.   [271] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Declaration on 
the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions Nostra Aetate, 2.   [272] Ecumenical Prayer Service, Riga, Latvia (24 September 
2018): L’Osservatore Romano, 24-25 September 2018, p. 8.   [273] Lectio Divina, Pontifical Lateran University, Rome (26 March 
2019): L’Osservatore Romano, 27 March 2019, p. 10.   [274] SAINT PAUL VI, Encyclical Letter Ecclesiam Suam (6 August 1964): AAS 56 (1964), 
650.   [275] Address to the Civil Authorities, Bethlehem, Palestine (25 May 2014): Insegnamenti II, 1 (2014), 597. 

 



 

 

PEACE 
SUNDAY 

16 January 
2022 

  
The title Pope Francis has chosen for the 55th 
Message for the World Day of Peace is: 
 
“Dialogue between Generations, Education, Work 
and Dialogue: Tools for Building Lasting Peace”. 
 
You can read the full message here: 
https://paxchristi.org.uk/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2021/12/World-Peace-Message.pdf 

 

Today is PEACE SUNDAY and this year Pope Francis asks us to think about ‘Education, work and dialogue 
between generations: tools for building lasting peace’.    The need for peace in the world is obvious.   People are 
struggling against violence and conflict, growing inequalities, the effects of climate change and the COVID 
pandemic.   How can we harness the gifts and energy of all generations in the work of peacemaking?  Which 
‘tools for building lasting peace’ do you think Pope Francis might be talking about? 
In this country we have an active Catholic peace movement in Pax Christi, which does a great deal of good work 
to promote peace and nonviolence through parishes, schools and social media.  Their website 
(https://www.paxchristi.org.uk) suggests many ways we can all become better peacemakers. There are 
activities for families to do at home, including a peace liturgy for young children.  https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-
sunday-2022 
Pax Christi needs our support to keep going.  If you’d like to make a donation, small or large, follow this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/yxfcw67x  or send a cheque payable to ‘Pax Christi’ to:  Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way, 
London NW4 4TY  Tel: 0208 203 4884 

 

WELCOME  
to Fr. Paul Mooney from the Mill Hill Missionaries 
who is celebrating our 6pm Mass this weekend. 

 
This week’s requests: Long 
Life milk (not skimmed), Long 
Life Fruit Juice, Tins of Salmon, 
Sponge Puddings 

 
The LIFE House for 
unsupported mothers 
and their babies 
would like volunteers 

for many kinds of activities including helping 
with play sessions, arts and crafts and cooking 
to name but a few.  If you’d like to help, please 
email hannahmillard@lifecharity.org.uk   

 
THIS WEEK: Tuesday 18 January is the beginning of the Octave of Prayer for Christian 
Unity.  For more information, visit the Churches Together in England website: 
https://cte.org.uk/wpcu2022/  

 
 

NEXT WEEKEND: Annual Offering in support of 
our Cathedral in Portsmouth.  Appeal envelopes 
will be available at all Masses. 

 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? Register online at 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-

life/parish-registration/ 
 

 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy,  
Patricia Holmwood,  Blanche Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek 

Alexander, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico 
Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, 

Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, 
Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, 

Charles Hose,Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, 
Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Ann O’Sullivan, Allan James. 

 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office. If you or your relative is housebound, or 
because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy Communion at home, call the parish office on  

01344 425729 or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 

 



 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
Safeguarding: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 
Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 

Usual Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 
Telephone: 01344 425729 

Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

MASS TIMES 
 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 15th  6pm Mass Ludmila Flekova RIP 
Sunday 16th   8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 
 10:30am Mass Patricia Robinson RIP 

 

 

Monday 17th  
 

NO MASS – Office Closed 
 

Tuesday 18th  10am Mass Thanksgiving to St. Joseph for being our 
intercessor and inspiriation – D’Cruz Family 
 

Wednesday 19th   10am Mass Robert Springhall RIP 
 

Thursday 20th  10am Mass Mr & Mrs Harrison 
 

ST. AGNES, Martyr, Memorial 
Friday 21st  12 Noon Mass Breda Worsford RIP 

 

Saturday 22nd   10am  Phyllis D’Souza & Pam Bantleman RIP 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 22nd  6pm Mass Parish Intentions 
Sunday 23rd  8:30am Mass Lukas Lukasiewicz RIP 
 10:30am  Mass Lillian Smith RIP 

 

 
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-registration 
________________________________________________________________________________

________ 

  

 
 

07394 440 938 
pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you 
ill and in need of prayer and/or support? 
Perhaps you haven’t had contact with the 
Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the 
reason, please get in touch for a chat. 

 
 

07947 182 761 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

 

Are you in the land of loss & 
would appreciate a chat with 
someone in our group? If so, do 
not hesitate to get in touch.  

Call IN CONFIDENCE 
07731 862 349 

If you need help, 
particularly, as a result of the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the local Society of St 
Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be 
able to provide some assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 


