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If we are sending a letter, we would normally put our 
address, telephone number and the date at the top of 
the first page. By doing this we identify the time and 
place we live in, in case the person receiving the 
letter wants to reply. But if we were in a place where 
someone, say, a doctor, was worried about our 
connection to reality itself, they might ask us the 
name of the current monarch, prime minister, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and all that.  
 

The clever opening of the third chapter of St. Luke's 
Gospel does a version of this. Luke names the 
Roman Overlords,- Tiberius Caesar and Pontus 
Pilate, the Jewish Kings - Herod, Philip and Lysanias, 
and those who have authority in the Temple - Annas 
and Caiaphas. We know John's time and place by 
placing him alongside the so-called leaders of his 
day. But looked at from another angle, St. Luke is 
making a scathing judgment on these leaders. For 
although each, in their own way, claim to be 
mediators of sacred things, the Word of God 
sidesteps the lot of them and makes its way to a 
priests' son, who is also a prophet, and who lives in 
the desert. Johns desert is a place of utter simplicity, 
purity and purification. And it is with a pure and a wise 
heart he avoids those who seek power and territory.  
 

When John emerges from the desert, he has God on 
his mind and a very clear call to repentance or 
'metanoia'. His baptism which, on the surface, 
'washes sins away' or 'drowns one life to begin 
another', is really a journey into the strange 
landscape of the human heart. John has only one 
agenda, one mission - and it is the forgiveness of 
sins. But the sins which have been forgiven 
(repentance) must also be let go (metanoia) by the 
mind which wants to hang onto them.  
 

John enters the human heart like a construction 
worker building a motorway. If there is a valley, it will 
be filled. If there is an obstacle, say a mountain, in 
the way, it will be flattened. If the road is too windy, it 
will be made straight. It if is too rough, it will be made 
smooth. Whatever is needed to make the Advent of 
Gods Mercy arrive, will be done.  
 

To grasp what John is doing we need to look for a 
moment at the Baptism of Jesus. In John's presence, 
Jesus goes down into the water and He prays. The 
heavens open and the Spirit descends. The Father 
speaks, "You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am 
well pleased." (Lk 3,22). This is the goal of 
forgiveness and metanoia. Unless we know we are 
forgiven, and unless our mind can move in joy to 
letting go of those sins, we will be blind and deaf to 
the gift of the Spirit. Johns' motorway is only there to 

let God get close enough, through Jesus, to fill us 
with the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Why is this so important? My own experience of sin 
is that it's like superglue. We can all easily remember 
the story of the sins that were committed against us. 
It is much easier to remember the wrongs done to us 
than the blessings we have received through others. 
Soon we learn to sin back and wound others. And 
most of us, if we are honest, tell the story of our lives 
in terms of blows received and blows given. It is a 
'tale of sin' which powerfully shapes our self-
understanding. Worse still, as we nurture this version 
of ourselves, we elevate sin to a status it does not 
deserve. Little by little we are convinced that this is 
what is real.  
 

The call to repentance is really an invitation to humbly 
acknowledge that this is part of our story. We have 
been wronged and we have wronged others. To 
avoid this kind of honest examination is a grave 
mistake. But we must not let our experience of sin 
define us. If we think that our sins cannot be forgiven, 
or that we cannot forgive the hurt that has been done 
to us, we will not blossom into Compassionate, 
Loving, Justice making and Respectful persons. Our 
experience of sin will stand like a huge roadblock 
which prevents The Beloved Son of God running to 
meet us and who has come to tell us that we are the 
Light of the World and the Salt of the earth. His words 
will not get past the armour of our hardened hearts. 
This is why Johns' work must be done first so that we 
can let go of sin and put on the mind of Christ.  
 

In this second week of Advent, there is a clear 
invitation to come home to ourselves. This door can 
only open when we allow God to forgive us and then 
let the sin go.  
 

It would be a great tragedy if God offered us 
forgiveness and we couldn't let go of the sin! In the 
Kingdom of God, we are all beloved daughters and 
sons of the Most High. God is well pleased with us. 
But we have to risk John's Baptism to clear the 
pathway for the full experience of the Spirit to arise in 
our hearts, and set us free!   
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CHAPTER 7 continued. 
 

261. Every war leaves our world worse than it was 
before. War is a failure of politics and of humanity, 
a shameful capitulation, a stinging defeat before 
the forces of evil. Let us not remain mired in 
theoretical discussions, but touch the wounded 
flesh of the victims. Let us look once more at all 
those civilians whose killing was considered 
“collateral damage”. Let us ask the victims 
themselves. Let us think of the refugees and 
displaced, those who suffered the effects of atomic 
radiation or chemical attacks, the mothers who lost 
their children, and the boys and girls maimed or 
deprived of their childhood. Let us hear the true 
stories of these victims of violence, look at reality 
through their eyes, and listen with an open heart 
to the stories they tell. In this way, we will be able 
to grasp the abyss of evil at the heart of war. Nor 
will it trouble us to be deemed naive for choosing 
peace. 
 

262. Rules by themselves will not suffice if we 
continue to think that the solution to current 
problems is deterrence through fear or the threat 
of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons. 
Indeed, “if we take into consideration the principal 
threats to peace and security with their many 
dimensions in this multipolar world of the twenty-
first century as, for example, terrorism, 
asymmetrical conflicts, cybersecurity, 
environmental problems, poverty, not a few 
doubts arise regarding the inadequacy of nuclear 
deterrence as an effective response to such 
challenges. These concerns are even greater when 
we consider the catastrophic humanitarian and 
environmental consequences that would follow 
from any use of nuclear weapons, with 
devastating, indiscriminate and uncontainable 
effects, over time and space… We need also to ask 
ourselves how sustainable is a stability based on 
fear, when it actually increases fear and 
undermines relationships of trust between 
peoples. International peace and stability cannot 
be based on a false sense of security, on the threat 
of mutual destruction or total annihilation, or on 
simply maintaining a balance of power… In this 
context, the ultimate goal of the total elimination 
of nuclear weapons becomes both a challenge and 
a moral and humanitarian imperative… Growing 

interdependence and globalization mean that any 
response to the threat of nuclear weapons should 
be collective and concerted, based on mutual trust. 
This trust can be built only through dialogue that 
is truly directed to the common good and not to 
the protection of veiled or particular 
interests”.[244] With the money spent on 
weapons and other military expenditures, let us 
establish a global fund[245] that can finally put an 
end to hunger and favour development in the most 
impoverished countries, so that their citizens will 
not resort to violent or illusory solutions, or have 
to leave their countries in order to seek a more 
dignified life. 
 

The death penalty 
263. There is yet another way to eliminate others, 
one aimed not at countries but at individuals. It is 
the death penalty. Saint John Paul II stated clearly 
and firmly that the death penalty is inadequate 
from a moral standpoint and no longer necessary 
from that of penal justice.[246] There can be no 
stepping back from this position. Today we state 
clearly that “the death penalty is 
inadmissible”[247] and the Church is firmly 
committed to calling for its abolition 
worldwide.[248] 
 

264. In the New Testament, while individuals are 
asked not to take justice into their own hands 
(cf. Rom 12:17.19), there is also a recognition of 
the need for authorities to impose penalties on 
evildoers (cf. Rom 13:4; 1 Pet 2:14). Indeed, 
“civic life, structured around an organized 
community, needs rules of coexistence, the wilful 
violation of which demands appropriate 
redress”.[249] This means that legitimate public 
authority can and must “inflict punishments 
according to the seriousness of the 
crimes”[250] and that judicial power be 
guaranteed a “necessary independence in the 
realm of law”.[251] 
 

[244] Message to the United Nations Conference to Negotiate a 
Legally Binding Instrument to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons (23 March 
2017): AAS 109 (2017), 394-396.    [245] Cf. SAINT PAUL VI, 
Encyclical Letter Populorum Progressio (26 March 1967): AAS 59 
(1967), 282. 
[246] Cf. Encyclical Letter Evangelium Vitae (25 March 1995), 56: 
AAS 87 (1995), 463-464. 
[247] Address on the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Promulgation of 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church (11 October 2017): AAS 109 
(2017), 1196.    [248] Cf. CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF 
THE FAITH, Letter to the Bishops Regarding the Revision of No. 2267 
of the Catechism of the Catholic Church on the Death Penalty (1 
August 2018): L’Osservatore Romano, 3 August 2018, p. 8. 
[249] Address to Delegates of the International Association of Penal 
Law (23 October 2014): AAS 106 (2014), 840. 
[250] PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE, Compendium 
of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 402. 
[251] SAINT JOHN PAUL II, Address to the National Association of 
Magistrates (31 March 2000), 4: AAS 92 (2000), 633.

  



 

Follow our daily Advent posts on Facebook @sjsmcbracknell 
 

A MESSAGE FROM BILL TAYLOR - OUR DIRECTOR OF JUSTICE PEACE 
AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY- I have recently taken over from Bernadette Fisher as Director of 
Justice, Peace and Social Responsibility on the Senior Leadership Team. We aim to foster a passion for parish 
renewal and in particular missionary zeal.  For too long there has been poverty in the world. Academic studies 
continue to show that even here in Bracknell there are children living in poverty. The Covid pandemic has made 
things worse. For example, where jobs have disappeared. The changing climate is having an effect as well. 
Some communities that were making a living cannot anymore. The fact that there is poverty and want in our 
society and others around the world shows that there is not enough social responsibility. Not enough of us are 
ensuring that wealth and life chances cascade down to all So, there is no justice for some people, or not 
enough and where there is want there will be no peace either. We can ask ourselves; “What can I offer?” I aim 
to continue with the parish’s JPSR efforts and I have some new ideas as well. Please have a look at the JPSR 
page on the parish website for more details. The SLT will need some help from you all please at some point to 
realise the vision of a world without poverty or want. 
 

GIVE A GIFT for the Berkshire Women’s Aid Refuges, Bracknell LIFE House, local Care Homes, and 
many needy families in the local community. [PLEASE NOTE WE CAN ONLY ACCEPT THE GIFT ITEMS SPECIFIED 
ABOVE AND THESE MUST BE NEW, UNUSED AND, IF EDIBLE, UNOPENED AND WELL WITHIN THEIR SELL BY DATES] 
 

 Give a wrapped gift for a mother or child at the 
Berkshire Women’s Aid Refuge or Bracknell LIFE 
House. If you would like to do this, then please 
contact the Pastoral Care Team for details of 
children’s ages. 
Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
Phone: 07394 440 938 
 

 Give an unwrapped gift of sweet treats e.g. for 
adults - boxed sweet biscuits or confectionery; for 
children - boxes or stockings of confectionery. 
 

 Give an unwrapped gift of toiletry treats e.g. 
boxed gift sets for women, men or children. 

 Give a Welcome Pack of essential items and treats for a woman or child arriving in Refuge or a  
Single Bedding Set or Single Sheets or Towels.  For more information please 
email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or phone: 07394 440 938 
 

Bring your gifts to the parish hall on Saturday 4 December or Sunday 12 December from 9:30am-12midday 
 

ADVENT FAITH FORMATION GROUP - Online on Zoom each Thursday evening during 
Advent from 7:30pm-9pm.  Join us to reflect upon the Sunday readings. To receive the Zoom link, email 
Mary: bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
THIS WEEK’S REQUESTS – Tinned Potatoes, Sponge Puddings, Cereal (not 
Porridge) 

 

 
 

 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy,  
Patricia Holmwood,  Blanche Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Shaun Howard, 

Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Jim McEvoy,  Mary Murray, 
Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Brenda 

Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, 
Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose,Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, Louis 

Burgisser,Prim & Ian Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Ann O’Sullivan, Pat Melling, Allan James. 
 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office. 
If you or your relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy Communion 

at home, call the parish office on 01344 425729 or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 

 



 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
Safeguarding: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 
Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 

Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 
Telephone: 01344 425729 

Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

MASS TIMES 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Saturday 4th  6pm Mass Deepak Vincent 
Sunday 5th  8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 
 10:30am Mass Rogelio De La Cruz RIP 

 
Monday 6th  NO MASS – Office Closed 

ST. AMBROSE, Bishop, Doctor of the Church, Memorial 
Tuesday 7th  10am Mass Amarije L. Torres 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, Solemnity 
Wednesday 8th  NO MASS 

Thursday 9th  10am Mass Sean McAuley RIP 

Friday 10th  12 noon Mass Jeremia Delaney & Brian Donague RIP 

Saturday 11th  10am Mass Jose Coelho RIP 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Saturday 11th  6pm Mass Parish Intentions 
Sunday 12th  8:30am Mass Terri & Andy Landmann Private Intention 
 10:30am Mass Liam Keohane RIP 

 
 

 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-registration 
________________________________________________________________________________

________ 

  

 
 

07394 440 938 
pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you 
ill and in need of prayer and/or support? 
Perhaps you haven’t had contact with the 
Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the 
reason, please get in touch for a chat. 

 
 

07947 182 761 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

 

Are you in the land of loss & 
would appreciate a chat with 
someone in our group? If so, do 
not hesitate to get in touch.  

Call IN CONFIDENCE 
07731 862 349 

If you need help, 
particularly, as a result of the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the local Society of St 
Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be 
able to provide some assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 


