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Politicians rarely answer questions and yet they are very good at asking them! Perhaps when we feel we 
have power over others we think we have the right to interrogate them. 
 

As far as Pilate is concerned, Herod is the King of the Jewish People.  If Jesus says He is a King, a 
rebellion can only be around the corner.  Jesus is not a politician and He answers Pilates' question as a 
Holy Man.  People are drawn to Jesus by the breadth and depth of His capacity for Love.  Is Pilate 
interested in this or is he focused somewhere else?  If His own community have turned against Him and 
handed Him over to the despised Romans, Pilate wants to know why. 
 

Jesus reassures Pilate that His eye is only on the Throne of God.  Since time began, every social, political 
and religious institution have been built of violence and maintained by force.  Jesus’ disciples are not 
fighting to keep him out of the clutches of these systems.  And the reason for that is that the Kingdom in 
which Jesus is King cannot be found or grown through fighting.  But Pilate misses the point and sticks with 
what he knows best.  Is Jesus saying He is a King or not?  But King is Pilates word.  The Beloved Son of 
God receives the word 'King' from Pilate, breaks it open, shakes it till it is empty and then fills it with a new 
meaning.  Jesus exercises His authority by witnessing to the truth.  Those who are fixated on power and on 
territory cannot find the depths from which Jesus is speaking.  But those who know God's heart can.  The 
truth they know will lead them to the truth about Jesus.  
 

Choosing to become powerless is a huge decision.  In the Garden of Gethsemane, Peter, not quite a Saint 
yet, strikes with violence and launches the ear of the High priests servant into the shrubbery.  Jesus stops 
him and heals the man, restoring his ear.  After all, Jesus has spent his whole ministry opening people's 
ears.  He knows, only too well, that violent words and actions spell the end of the dialogue.  Ears have to 
be restored for dialogue to resume and for violence to end.  The power of The Word is paramount for 
Jesus.  The world He inhabits relies on Love as its only strategy and protection.   
 
Jesus is, of course, THE revelation of God's 
unconditional love.  And He is also a mirror for the 
unknown territory of the human heart.  People 
somehow get themselves when He is around and the 
poor find Him to be very attractive.  Even the 'other 
sheep' who are not of this fold move towards Him with 
joy.  But before the cruelty and might of his own 
leaders, and of Rome, He shows no muscle, no force 
and instead offers the magnet of revelation. 
 

Becoming powerless also includes making no 
threats.  The revelation of unconditional love is 
here.  If we do not get it or,  if we are honest, not really attracted to it, Jesus will not become a terrorist and 
scare you with the prospect of disaster either side of the grave. Finally, torture - in all its forms - and death 
can no longer be used as a way to win disciples.  We might say that many of the strategies that His 
'disciples' have used had already been rejected by the Holy One who simply offers the revelation once 
more. 
 

Violence is replaced by dialogue.  This is quite different from discussion, which has the same root as 
percussion and concussion.  All of these suggest striking something in order to gain territory.  Dialogue 
invites a free flow of meaning that becomes shared by all those involved.  It looks as if this is Jesus' 
preferred mode of influence.  As a way of being it was completely lost on Pilate.  What did he miss?  Only 
this.  Christ is King not because He can bend human will with all His might.  He is King because out of love 
He embraces powerlessness and continues to talk. 
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CHAPTER 7 continued. 
Forgiving but not forgetting 
250. Forgiving does not mean forgetting. Or better, in the face of a reality that can in no way be denied, 
relativized or concealed, forgiveness is still possible. In the face of an action that can never be tolerated, 
justified or excused, we can still forgive. In the face of something that cannot be forgotten for any reason, 
we can still forgive. Free and heartfelt forgiveness is something noble, a reflection of God’s own infinite 
ability to forgive. If forgiveness is gratuitous, then it can be shown even to someone who resists 
repentance and is unable to beg pardon. 
 

251. Those who truly forgive do not forget. Instead, they choose not to yield to the same destructive force 
that caused them so much suffering. They break the vicious circle; they halt the advance of the forces of 
destruction. They choose not to spread in society the spirit of revenge that will sooner or later return to 
take its toll. Revenge never truly satisfies victims. Some crimes are so horrendous and cruel that the 
punishment of those who perpetrated them does not serve to repair the harm done. Even killing the 
criminal would not be enough, nor could any form of torture prove commensurate with the sufferings 
inflicted on the victim. Revenge resolves nothing. 
 

252. This does not mean impunity. Justice is properly sought solely out of love of justice itself, out of 
respect for the victims, as a means of preventing new crimes and protecting the common good, not as an 
alleged outlet for personal anger. Forgiveness is precisely what enables us to pursue justice without falling 
into a spiral of revenge or the injustice of forgetting. 
 

253. When injustices have occurred on both sides, it is important to take into clear account whether they 
were equally grave or in any way comparable. Violence perpetrated by the state, using its structures and 
power, is not on the same level as that perpetrated by particular groups. In any event, one cannot claim 
that the unjust sufferings of one side alone should be commemorated. The Bishops of Croatia have stated 
that, “we owe equal respect to every innocent victim. There can be no racial, national, confessional or 
partisan differences”.[235] 
 

254. I ask God “to prepare our hearts to encounter our brothers and sisters, so that we may overcome our 
differences rooted in political thinking, language, culture and religion. Let us ask him to anoint our whole 
being with the balm of his mercy, which heals the injuries caused by mistakes, misunderstandings and 
disputes. And let us ask him for the grace to send us forth, in humility and meekness, along the demanding 
but enriching path of seeking peace”.[236] 
 

WAR AND THE DEATH PENALTY 
255. There are two extreme situations that may come to be seen as solutions in especially dramatic 
circumstances, without realizing that they are false answers that do not resolve the problems they are 
meant to solve and ultimately do no more than introduce new elements of destruction in the fabric of 
national and global society. These are war and the death penalty. 
 

The injustice of war 
256. “Deceit is in the mind of those who plan evil, but those who counsel peace have joy” (Prov 12:20). 
Yet there are those who seek solutions in war, frequently fueled by a breakdown in relations, hegemonic 
ambitions, abuses of power, fear of others and a tendency to see diversity as an obstacle.[237] War is not 
a ghost from the past but a constant threat. Our world is encountering growing difficulties on the slow path 
to peace upon which it had embarked and which had already begun to bear good fruit. 
 
[235] CROATIAN BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE, Letter on the Fiftieth Anniversary of the End of the Second World War (1 
May 1995). 
[236] Homily, Amman, Jordan (24 May 2014): Insegnamenti II, 1 (2014), 593. 
[237] Cf. Message for the 2020 World Day of Peace (8 December 2019), 1: L’Osservatore Romano, 13 December 
2019, p. 8. 
  



 

 

GIVE A GIFT AS PART OF OUR ADVENT CAMPAIGN THIS YEAR 
As we approach the holy season of Advent, we would like to invite our wonderful parish community to consider 
donating a Christmas gift for those around us who are most in need. In the past, you have responded with 
overwhelming generosity to this appeal and, as a result, we have distributed Christmas gifts to the Berkshire 
Women’s Aid Refuges, Bracknell LIFE House, local Care Homes, and many needy families in the local community. 
This year, once again, we would like to distribute your gifts to these places and to those who are housebound. You 
can choose to give from any or all the following options: 
 

a) Give a wrapped gift for a mother or child at the Berkshire Women’s Aid Refuge or Bracknell LIFE House. If you 
would like to do this, then please contact the Pastoral Care Team for details of children’s ages, either by 
email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by phone: 07394 440 938 
 

b) Give an unwrapped gift of sweet treats e.g. for adults - boxed sweet biscuits or confectionery; for children - 
boxes or stockings of confectionery. 
 

c) Give an unwrapped gift of toiletry treats e.g. boxed gift sets for women, men or children 
 

d) Give a Welcome Pack of essential items and treats for a woman or child arriving in Refuge  
For more info please email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or phone: 07394 440 938 
We can only accept the gift items specified above and these must be new, unused and, if edible, unopened and well 
within their sell by dates.  
 

Please bring your donated items to St Joseph and St Margaret Clitherow Parish Hall  
on Saturday, 4th December between 9.30pm – 12 midday 

or on Sunday, 12th December between 9.30pm – 12 midday. 
 

 

THIS WEEK’S REQUESTS - Rice, Toilet Rolls, Deodorant, Tinned Carrots, Tinned Peas, Longlife Fruit 
Juice 

 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? Register online at https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-life/parish-registration/ 
 

SAVE THE DATE for our Advent Taize Service on Tuesday 30 November at 7:30pm, with 
refreshments in the hall afterwards. Please join us in church for this contemplative session of 
praise as we begin the holy season of Advent, with the added bonus of the opportunity to say 
hello to fellow parishioners! The service will also be livestreamed at 
https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live  If you’d like to join in as a choir, or help 
with the refreshments, email Emmy contemplative@bracknellcatholicchurch.org. 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy,  
Patricia Holmwood,  Blanche Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Shaun 

Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Jim 
McEvoy,  Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, 

Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal 
Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose,Douglas & Bernadette 
Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, Louis Burgisser,Prim & Ian Maynard, Vivienne 

Halfpenny, Ann O’Sullivan, Pat Melling. 
 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

If you or your relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy 
Communion at home, call the parish office on 01344 425729  

or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
 

Safeguarding: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 
Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 

Telephone: 01344 425729 
Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 
 

MASS TIMES 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
Sunday 21st  8:30am Mass Patrick Lowes RIP 

 10:30am Mass Parish Intentions 
 

Monday 22nd  
 

NO MASS – Office Closed 
 

Tuesday 23rd  10am Mass Theresa Jose RIP 

ST. ANDREW DUNG-LAC,Priest, & Companions, Martyrs, Memorial 
Wednesday 24th  10am Mass William McAvoy RIP 

Thursday 25th  10am Mass Justin Grattan RIP 

Friday 26th  12 noon Mass Eddie McGrath RIP 
 

Saturday 27th  10am Mass Mary Galloghly RIP 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Saturday 27th  6pm Mass Parish Intentions 

Sunday 28th  8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

 10:30am Mass Parish Intentions 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________   

 
 

07394 440 938 
pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are 
you ill and in need of prayer and/or 
support? Perhaps you haven’t had contact 
with the Catholic Church for a while. 
Whatever the reason, please get in touch 
for a chat. 

 
 

07947 182 761 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

 

Are you in the land of loss & 
would appreciate a chat with 
someone in our group? If so, do 
not hesitate to get in touch.  

Call IN CONFIDENCE 
07731 862 349 

If you need help, 
particularly, as a result of the 
economic impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the local Society of 
St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be 
able to provide some assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 


