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Dear Families 
 
Fortnightly Theme: Be a symbol of God’s peace for 
others to see. 
In the run up to the celebration of Pentecost the 
message the children received this week is that 
with Jesus and His Holy Spirit we can really be an 
Easter people, spreading His hope, joy and peace. 
We see our children doing this all the time in 
school and we encourage them to take this into 
their lives beyond school to show others they are 
symbol of His peace.  

Class Prayer 
Dear God,  
Thank you for being the light of our world, even in 
the darkest moment when it almost seems 
impossible! 
We pray for those in need of help during this time 
such as the homeless, the poor and those caught 
up in war. 
We hope that one day our world will be full of your 
peace and love. 
Lord we love you and appreciate you. 
Amen 
Written by Rebecca and Tova (Leopards Class) 
 

Year 4 Stubbington Residential  
Last Friday the children in Year 4 returned to 
school tired, not as tired as their teachers, but 
tired and happy! They had a wonderful experience 
in a beautiful setting and I’m sure being away from 
home with friends was thrilling for the children 
too. There were many pictures posted on the 
school’s Instagram account for you to see. 
StSwithunscps 
 
Stefan said he had “lots of fun. The teachers were 
very nice and the activities were all outside with 
lots of nature”, Elsie said she “enjoyed the 
teachers dressing up as pirates and the children 
had to guess who stole the treasure”, James 
“enjoyed the orienteering on Friday where the 
children were foxes and the teachers were 
farmers. The children had to avoid teachers or they 
would get stamped” and Tia said Stubbington was 
“a great place to be, the staff were kind, it was all 
about teamwork, at night we went out and saw 

badgers and foxes.” All the children agreed they 
would never get bored while they were there.  
 
Supporting our families 
As we come to the end of a short but busy half-
term we can begin to look back and say ‘it’s 
beginning to feel normal again’. I’m sure all of us 
are still feeling the effects of the pandemic, 
especially lockdown, so we need patience not only 
with others but with ourselves and recognise that 
it takes time for us to work through worries and 
anxieties and feel happy again. A number of 
children do feel this way in school and we are 
supporting them. Families do need support too, 
this isn’t something to be afraid of and a little help 
can make a big difference to the wellbeing of 
everyone in a family group. There are 
opportunities available for families and sometimes 
just a quick chat with one of the school’s pastoral 
team can lead to support being offered. The offer 
is open to all our families to discuss such needs 
without judgement or question. 
  
Jubilee Celebration 
Thank you to all the parents who attended 
yesterday’s celebration of the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. It was great to have another event where 
the school community could get together again. 
Thank you to the families who provided cakes, and 
the staff who sold them, they were all sold very 
quickly. Members of FOSSS also sold school 
uniform items; a big thank you to them also. The 
children who played their instruments provided a 
lovely soundtrack to the day. Finally, thanks go to 
Mrs Bacon and Mr Stroud for supporting the 
children and preparing the music for the day. 
 
Musical Performances  
This week many of our musicians were able to 
perform to the rest of the children, and their own 
parents, in our assemblies. It was fantastic to see 
how they have developed their talents and their 
confidence to perform. They impressed the 
children watching and I’m sure they will inspire 
new musicians in the future. Well done to all who 
performed! 
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Class Photos 
Today we had the school photographer in to take 
class group photos and, as it was a nice day, we 
managed to take them outside. Keep an eye out 
for the proofs to arrive so you can order the size of 
photos you would like. While writing this 
newsletter I could hear the Year 6’s having a whale 
of a time while their Leavers’ Photo was taken. 
 
Wimbledon Park Behaviour 
Whilst we are not responsible for the children 
when they leave school and go to the park, or go if 
they go there before school in the mornings, there 
is a growing concern about the behaviour of the 
children once there. A few staff have mentioned 
the sometimes destructive behaviour and further 
issues have been reported by parents about falling 
out and very silly behaviour. The park is a 
wonderful resource and we can see the excitement 
children have when leaving school to get there 
quickly. We ask parents, carers and other family 
members to ensure the children behave sensibly 
and do not provide opportunities for complaints 
about poor behaviour from our children.  
 
New reception Intake 
Next half term we look forward to meeting the 
children who will become our new Reception 
classes in September. We are holding a series of 
stay and play events for the children to give them 
the opportunity to become familiar with the school 
and the staff.  
 
Other events coming up 
In the final half-term of the year we look forward 
to the Year 6 leavers production, their leavers day 
out, a reception class trip to the farm, a day where 
we will review the school’s mission statement and 
finally to beginning to attend some sports events 
again! 
We wish all our families a restful break, with 
hopefully some nice weather to enjoy. 
 
School Dinners 
We have heard from Portsmouth City Council that 
school meal prices from September 2022 will 
increase from £2.25 to £2.34.  This is as a result of 
the significant pressure on both food prices and 
wages. 

Online Safety 

 
 
Extended Day (Sunlight/Twilight) 
Please remember to book (or cancel) your child’s 
sessions at least 48 hours in advance. Should you 
need to amend bookings with less than 48 hours 
notice, please call the office for assistance. 
Please also note that late pick ups will incur an 
additional “late” charge. 
 
PE Kit  
We do need to get back to the correct PE uniform 
and would like all children to have the correct PE 
kit after half term, we realise that September 
might be a better time for some parents due to 
cost issues. We will enforce the correct uniform in 
September. The link to our uniform policy (inc PE 
kit) is Uniform - St Swithun's Catholic Primary 
School (stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk)  
 
 

https://stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/uniform/
https://stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/uniform/
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Mission Statement  
Later this term we will be organising a day to 
review the school’s Mission Statement. 
This will be an important day as it gives all 
stakeholders in our community the chance to have 
their say in creating this important statement that 
will drive the direction of the school for the next 
few years. If you are interested in having your say, 
we are asking that you think about the following 
questions in preparation: Who are we? Where are 
we going? How will we get there? We will let you 
know more details closer to the time.  
 
Help for families in financial hardship 
 We know many families will be struggling with the 
rising cost of living.  Anyone worried about money 
can get free, impartial advice on how to: 
  
·       Make sure they're receiving everything they're 

entitled to 
·       Find ways to save money 
·       Deal with problem debt 
  
For more information, and to find local services 
that can help, visit the council's money advice page 
at www.portsmouth.gov.uk/money 
  
If you are concerned that a family is not able to 
buy food, check out the help available 
at https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/services/benef
its-and-support/help-and-support/help-with-food/ 
  
If you want to become a referral partner for 
Portsmouth Foodbank (Somerstown, Portsea and 
Paulsgrove), email foodbank@thekings.church.  If 
you want to become a referral partner for Caring 
Hands Foodbank at Family Church (Buckland and 
North End), email annie.keeping@family.church. 
 

Interesting Facts about the month of May 
May is believed to have been named after 
the Greek goddess of fertility known as Maia. Ovid,  
the Roman poet, however, believed that May was 
named for the maiores (the elderly) and June for 
the iuniores (the youth). 
Although May is the fifth month of the year, it was 
the third month in early Roman calendars. 

In any given year, no month ever begins or ends on 
the same day of the week as May does.. 
May’s birthstone is the emerald which is 
emblematic of love and success.. 
May was once considered a bad luck month to get 
married. There is a poem that says “Marry in May 
and you’ll rue the day... 
The United Kingdom celebrates May as the 
National Smile Month.. 
On May 1, 1931, the Empire State Building was 
officially opened.. 
In the UK, Morris Dancing is seen as a traditional 
dance during the month of May. It’s a form of folk  
dancing performed by groups of men or women, 
using bells, handkerchiefs, and maypoles. 
Research conducted by the University of Columbia 
has shown that people who are born in May have a 
lower risk of acquiring respiratory, neurological, 
cardiovascular, and reproductive diseases. 
There are many holidays besides ‘Star Wars Day’ in 
the month of May. These include ‘International 
Hamburger Day’ and ‘Dance Like A Chicken Day’. 
More UK prime ministers have been born in May 
than in any other month… Nine, in case you were 
wondering! 
 
Inset Days for this Academic Year 

 Monday 4th July 2022 
Please note these are subject to change.   
 
Term Dates 2021-22 

 Summer term 25th April 2022 – 22nd July 
2022 

 Half term 30th May – 3rd June 2022 
 
Term Dates 2022-23 

 Autumn term 1st Sept 2022 – 16th Dec 2022 

 Half term 24th – 28th October 

 Spring term 3rd Jan 2023 – 31st Mar 2023 

 Half term 13th – 17th February 2023 

 Summer term 17th Apr 2023 – 21st Jul 2023 

 Half term 29th May 2023 – 2nd June 2023 
INSET DAYS TO BE CONFIRMED 

http://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/money
https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/services/benefits-and-support/help-and-support/help-with-food/
https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/services/benefits-and-support/help-and-support/help-with-food/
mailto:foodbank@thekings.church
mailto:annie.keeping@family.church
https://factcity.com/facts-about-greece/
https://factcity.com/facts-about-ancient-rome/
https://factcity.com/facts-about-the-uk/

