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THE IMPORTANCE OF CORPORATE PRAYER 
 

Scripture Reference: Acts 12:1-24, Isaiah 59:19, Acts 2:2-4, Acts 4:31 
 
Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.)   

 
1. Why is it essential that we pray together when, in fact, we can also pray 

individually?  
2. In difficult times who do you usually call, and why?  

 
Discussion Questions:  
   
         Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select ones that will 
stimulate the most response from your Connection Group. 
 

 
1. How does Herod strike the Church ( Acts12:1-3)? 

 
2. What indications do you find in the text as to why he "killed James" and then 

imprisons Peter? 
 

3. (In Acts 12:4-6) How did the Church respond to his violence? How did Peter react to 
his imprisonment? What can you learn from the way they responded? 
 

4. What do you consider the leading cause of Peter's angelic deliverance from prison? 
(Acts 12:4-5) 

 
5. (In Acts 12:7-16) Note the angel's attention to wake Peter (the light shining, the dig 

in his ribs, the angel's instructions to hurry up and not forget his sandals and his 
cloak, and then the care to see him not only past the guards but to the safety of a 
city block's distance). Then compare his treatment with the treatment the angel 
gives to Herod. What lesson do you think Luke wants us to draw from this?  

 
 

6. What do you think the soldiers were doing as the angels ushered Peter out of 
prison? (Acts 12:6-12)  
 

7. In the face of trials and pressures, we pray (Acts 12:5), and we sleep (Acts 12:6). How 

can sleep function as an act of worship? If you were on Peter's shoes, can you sleep 

well the night before your execution?  

 
8. What do you observe about the faith of those praying for Peter's release from jail? 

(Acts 12:13-16) 
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9. (Acts 12:15) makes us understand that the disciples were 'men and women of doubt 
and unbelief' just like us. Have you ever doubted God would answer your prayers 
after a prayer meeting? How can we turn doubt into believing faith? 
 

10. What judgment did Herod eventually face? (Acts 12:20-24) 
 

11. Can anybody ever succeed in fighting against God? 
 

12. What can you say about the reactions on the believers who prayed for Peter, and all 

of a sudden, when God showed His unusual demonstration of power, they thought 

that Rhoda was out of her mind? (Acts 12:15)  

 

13. One of the importance of corporate prayer meeting is to encourage a discouraged 

people. How are you encourage when you attend a corporate prayer? In what way 

are you encourage?  

 

14. Pastor Grace said that "corporate prayer meeting is the resource of the persecuted 

church." If this is so, what hinders you from attending a corporate prayer meeting?  

 

15. The prayer meeting in Mary's house has a good impact on his son John Mark. Do you 

believe that if you open your house to corporate prayer, it will also impact the lives 

of your children positively? If yes, how are you going to do this, and when are you 

going to start?  

 

 

16. What difficult situations are you facing right now - whether physical, emotional, 

spiritual, financial, professional, or in any other way - for which you need to offer 

prayer and expect God's answers?  

 
Intentional Discipleship: 
 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do I need to 
take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are discipling?  Write it down!  
Start applying it!  Share it with others! 
 
CG Action Steps 
 
 

• Join an existing corporate prayer gathering or open one in your home. Make prayer 
an avenue to reach out to your friends.  
 

• Encourage every member of the connection group to be a part of a house church. 
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• Let us pray and help any member of the connection group that is in need.  
 

• Make every effort to follow up on the members of your connection groups through 
social media platforms. 
 

• Have a spare Bible always ready to be given to anyone who will be interested.  Then 
if you do, follow up the person to whom you gave the Bible by doing LTG with that 
person.  Do LTG only with a person of the same sex 

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take?  Have they all completed 
our IDT levels of spiritual development?  If not, what is holding them back?  
 

 


