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Gospel Fueled Joy 
  Joyful Generosity (Part 2) 

Text: Philippians 4:14-23 
 
Introduction: 
 
The Biblical message is not “give to get!” The Biblical message is that as believers – 
we “get to give!” Giving is a privilege! Big difference! 

You’ve heard us say at LCC that –we are blessed in order to BE a blessing to others. 
We are not blessed in order to stockpile goodies for ourselves – but rather to invest 
in the only thing that will last beyond this world as we currently know it – which is 
the Kingdom of God. 

So then…what exactly does Paul mean when he says --“what I really want is to see 
more credited to your account?” What does he mean by that?  

Today, we will finalize our summary of the Book of Philippians as we try and tie 
everything together. I am going to give you FIVE specific things God credits to your 
“account” – metaphorically and yet, quite literally – when you respond to His grace 
by being a generous giver. 

I’m not going to try and manipulate you by suggesting you should GIVE in order to 
GET. And yet at the same time, I want to point out from the Book of Philippians the 
fact that in a very real sense – generosity ignites and fuels your “account” with a 
kind of fulfillment that you would never be able to experience apart from bearing 
the fruit of generosity in your life. Last week we looked at two of the five things God 
credits to our account when we live generously, and today we will examine the last 
three. 

When I Live Generously… 

Summery: 

1. I receive JOY from the gratitude of others (1:3-7) 

Then secondly, when I respond to God’s grace with generosity…  

2. I WITNESS the transformation of my priorities (1:10; 3:7, 3:20) 

Thirdly, when I live generously… 
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3. I display the __________________ of Jesus living through me (Phil. 2:4-5) 
 

• Jesus is the most generous, giving Person who ever walked the planet! And 
He is now IN you as a disciple. Giving is really the essence of Divine love. 
God is a Giver from the very first page of the story in Genesis 1. That’s how 
God spells love. It’s not “L.O.V.E.” It’s “G.I.V.E.” That’s how God spells love.  

Then a fourth thing that happens when we live generously is… 

4. I ______________ in my faith tremendously (Phil. 4:6) 
 

• You can do all the Bible studies you want to do, and you can attend all the 
worship services you want to attend. But if you’re not sharing two things – 
your FAITH and your FINANCES – how are you going to grow? You will not 
grow by cramming more information in your brain. But when you truly begin 
to step out in faith you will see dramatic growth in your life.  

• It is the exercising of your faith through GOING and GIVING that will begin 
to spur the growth adventure you are looking for. 

And finally, the fifth benefit of generosity is that when I live generously… 

5. I ______________ in eternal things, not just earthly (Phil. 4:1,17) 
 

• When Paul states in verse 17 that his desire is for more to be credited to their 
account – He’s not talking about works-based legalism or earning God’s 
favor in any way. What He is simply talking about is what Jesus meant when 
He said, “Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth – where moth and 
rust destroy. But rather, store up for yourselves treasure in heaven.” 

• Paul said that we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ to receive 
that which is due to us.  The “judgment seat of Christ” is the word BEMA – 
and it refers to a raised platform where judges would sit to hand out awards 
to the folks who competed in the ancient Olympic games. It was not a 
punitive judgment where punishment was handed out. 

• Living as disciple is about being on the outside what we have already 
become on the inside. This is what walking by faith is all about. 

• What is God’s promise in the context of the work He wants to do in your 
heart? Verse 19 brings it all home: “And my God will meet all your needs 
according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” 

 
Conclusion: 
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Connection Questions: (Phil. 4:14-23) 
 

1. What do we learn about generosity from the book of Philippians? What is the 
result in my life when I respond to God’s grace with generosity? 

2. Why do we receive joy when we give generously? 
3.  How will generous giving make a difference in my priorities? How has giving 

changed your personal priorities? Be specific. 
4. How does generous giving tend to make us more like Jesus? (Phil. 2:4-5) 

What can we learn from the life of Jesus about giving? 
5. Why does generous giving cause me to grow in my faith? (Phil. 4:6) In what 

ways has generous giving stretched your faith? 
6. How is going and giving similar when it comes to stretching one’s faith? 
7. When you sow into the Kingdom of God, what are you actually investing in? 

(Phil. 4:1,17) How is it different than earthly investment? 
8. How does the promise of Phil. 4:19 fit into the context of Paul’s teaching?  
9. In what specific ways has God met your needs over the last several months? 

Have you put your trust in Him to fulfill His promise? If so, what has been the 
result? 

10. What major lessons concerning JOY have you learned as we have journeyed 
through this powerful little epistle? In what ways has this study changed your 
life?  

 
Pray for each other to truly experience Gospel Fueled Joy in every area of your life.  
 
Dear LCC Family and Friends, 
 
Thank you for joining us in our study of the Epistle to the Philippines. May God 
richly bless you as you personally apply the truths we have gleaned as we have 
examined the topic of -- “Gospel Fueled Joy”.  It is truly an honor and a privilege to 
be able to walk through this together with you. You have both blessed and 
encouraged Mom Laurie and I as we have watched His Spirit transform each of our 
hearts. We love you and we are thankful for each and every one of you. We look 
forward to what God has in store for us next. 
 
Bishop Tim and Laurie Dailey 


