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Gospel Fueled Joy 
  Joyful Generosity (Part 1) 

Text: Philippians 4:14-23 
 
Introduction: 
 
The Biblical message is not “give to get!” The Biblical message is that as believers – 
we “get to give!” Giving is a privilege! Big difference! 

You’ve heard us say at LCC that –we are blessed in order to BE a blessing to others. 
We are not blessed in order to stockpile goodies for ourselves – but rather to invest 
in the only thing that will last beyond this world as we currently know it – which is 
the Kingdom of God. 

So then…what exactly does Paul mean when he says --“what I really want is to see 
more credited to your account?” What does he mean by that?  

Today, I’m going to show you by taking you through a summary of the Book of 
Philippians in order to tie it all together. I’m going to give you FIVE specific things 
God credits to your “account” – metaphorically and yet, quite literally – when you 
respond to His grace by being a generous giver. 

I’m not going to try and manipulate you by suggesting you should GIVE in order to 
GET. And yet at the same time, I want to point out from the Book of Philippians the 
fact that in a very real sense – generosity ignites and fuels your “account” with a 
kind of fulfillment that you would never be able to experience apart from bearing 
the fruit of generosity in your life. 

When I Live Generously… 

1. I receive _________ from the gratitude of others (1:3-7) 

You know when you are a generous person – when you are investing in Kingdom 
purposes that help others come to know and experience the power of the Gospel in 
their lives. When you invest this way, you experience the joy of another person’s 
gratefulness. 

Whether we actually get to HEAR and SEE gratefulness on the faces of other human 
beings as a result of our giving – or whether we have to wait until Heaven – we can 
be motivated by knowing that giving in faith will increase the experience of joy in 
our account! 
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Then secondly, when I respond to God’s grace with generosity…  

2. I ____________ the transformation of my priorities (1:10; 3:7, 3:20) 

The kingdom you and I are MOST attached to will be the kingdom that we invest in 
most passionately. There really is no greater indication of our priorities than by 
taking a quick look at our bank statement. 

Jesus plainly taught that “wherever your treasure is – there your heart will be also.” 
And He went on to say that we cannot serve both God and money. We can serve 
one or the other – but we cannot serve both simultaneously. It’s just not possible. 

That doesn’t mean that money is evil in and of itself. It just means that those whose 
financial priorities are overly invested in things rather than people – in the 
temporary rather than the eternal – in the culture rather than the church God 
designed to impact and redeem culture – those folks will never experience the full 
joy of walking in the freedom of God’s grace in this life! 

We will pick up next week where we left off today, and we will finish the book of 
Philippians.  
 
Conclusion: 
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Connection Questions: 
 

1. What is contentment? How would you define contentment? (Phil. 4:11) (Note: 
“Contentment is not getting what you want, it’s being grateful for what you 
have. Contentment is joyful thankful patience.) 

2. Would you be able to live a life of contentment if Covid19 were something 
we had to deal with for the rest of our lives? 

3. What was the secret to Paul’s contentment? (4:10-13) (Note: Paul’s secret was 
in who he had, not what he had. 4:13) 

4. What is the closest you have come to experiencing what Paul talks about 
here: Rebounding from loss of freedom? Loss of some physical skill? Loss of 
some vocational opportunity? Loss of a partner in your life? Or loss of 
financial security? 

5. In what way was it good for the Philippian believers to share in Paul’s 
troubles? (4:14) 

6. What do you learn from Paul in this passage about both contentment and 
giving and receiving help from others? 

7. What do we learn about generosity from the book of Philippians? What is the 
result in my life when I respond to God’s grace with generosity? 

8. In what way have you personally experienced the reality of Philippians 4:19 
through this Covid19 pandemic? Briefly share how God has fulfilled this 
promise in your life and family. 

9. What life transformational lesson has God taught you as we have journeyed 
through this incredible little Epistle?  


