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SALVATION CAME TO LYDIA’S HOUSE 

 

Scripture References: Acts 16:9-15 

 

“13 And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was 

customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there. 14 Now 

a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city 

of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things 

spoken by Paul. 15 And when she and her household were baptized, she 

begged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my 

house and stay.” So, she persuaded us.” Acts 16:13-15 

INTRODUCTION: 

When we hear the word missionary or mission field most of us immediately think of 

some distant land, with a people speaking a foreign language and having a culture 

that’s completely different.  

When Jesus said in Matthew28:19 “Go and make disciples of all nations, He did not 

want us to exclude those around us. We are called to have a Christ fueled impact on 

those who are in our scope of influence.  

Our vision at LCC encompasses it all. “The fulfillment of the Great Commandment by 

loving God and others and the fulfillment of the Great Commission through the 

multiplication of disciples.” We are to love God and others and make disciples. Our 

obedience to the Lord’s commands and His enablement will help us get connected to 

those whose hearts are ready and prepared to receive the gospel of Christ. 

Our primary goal and focus should be the salvation of the lost around us. When we 

seek to do what the Lord has called us to a change may be inevitable. As we walk in 

obedience to His will we will begin to bear much fruit for the kingdom of God. Our 

plans and our ways must be surrendered to the Lord. 

 In our text today Paul was on his second missionary journey and his focus was the 

salvation of souls. Despite the many hindrances he seized every opportunity to share 

the gospel of Christ and souls were saved. Paul had plans but was open to change 

knowing that the Lord goes before him. His changed plans led him to a riverside 

prayer-meeting where lives were changed. As we take a closer look at our text today 

we see three areas of change.    
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1.CHANGED ____________ 

   Acts 16:6-8 

“6 Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were 
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in [a]Asia. 7 After they permit 

them. 8 So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas.  

Paul and his companions, Silas and Luke had made their own plans to go to the 

province of Asia and preach the gospel there. The Spirit of the Lord told them not to 
go into Asia so they turned northward towards Bithynia. Here again the Spirit of the 

Lord said,” No”, so they sailed towards the harbor city of Troas. 

Many times, we make our own plans using our frail human outlook forgetting that 
only the Lord knows the best for us. We may be headed in a particular direction but 

God may call us to make a complete U-turn because as the scripture says in Isaiah 

55:8,9 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 

earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts. 

Paul and his friends were willing and careful to follow the Lord’s leading in their lives 
and hence were successful in accomplishing the purpose which they had set out for. 

We all know the story of Jonah. Yes, he finally did do what the Lord wanted him to 

but not before going his own way and bearing the consequences of that rebellion. 

All our plans need to begin with the Lords will for us and not using our own finite 
wisdom. Are we willing to do a complete turnaround if that is what the Lord is calling 

us to?  

Acts 16:9-12 

“9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded 

with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 Now after he had seen 
the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had 

called us to preach the gospel to them.11 Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a 
straight course to Samothrace, and the next day came to Neapolis, 12 and from there 

to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part of Macedonia, a colony. And we 

were staying in that city for some days.” 

The Lord still had more to say to Paul so this time He spoke to him in a vision. The 

Lord sometimes uses a more unusual way to get our attention and get us moving in 

the right direction. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+16&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27490a
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Acts 16:13 

 “And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was 

customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there. “ 

All through the book of Acts we read that Paul and his companions would go to a 

synagogue on the Sabbath. Acts 17:2(NIV) says “As his custom was Paul went into 

the synagogue…’’. But on this Sabbath, they did not have a synagogue to go to 

instead they met by the riverside with a group of ladies. We see that Paul did not 

stop preaching the gospel because of a lack of a proper place of worship to preach 

from, he was going to do it anyway. His focus was the salvation of souls so it did not 

matter where it was. 

Have we become so accustomed to coming to our places of worship that where we 

are now because of the current circumstances seems a far cry from what we call 

church? The New Testament teaches us that the early church met in homes. In 

1Corinthians16:19 the church met in Aquilla and Priscilla’s home, Colossians 4:15 the 

church met in the home of Nympha. In Acts 5:42 we read,” And daily in the temple, 

and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. I 

believe the Lord has called us as a church to meet in homes for a season with a 

divine purpose. 

Our intuitions, our impulsive nature or our desires will not lead us into Gods will for 

our lives but rather, it is the quiet and prayerful dependence on His Word that will 

allow to be where He wants us to be and enable us to bear much fruit for the 

kingdom of God. 

2. A CHANGED ____________  

Acts 16:14 

“14 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the 
city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things 

spoken by Paul.” 

We are introduced here to a woman named Lydia. From what we can gather about 

her from this passage she was a wealthy business woman from Thyatira. Wealthy 
because she was selling purple. (You could probably compare to a modern-day 

diamond merchant). In those days purple was only worn by the rich and by royalty.  
Purple cloth was an extremely rare commodity because of the great cost involved to 

manufacture the dye. The purple dye came from shellfish found in the eastern part of 
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the Mediterranean Sea. It took approximately 8,000 mollusks to produce one gram of 

dye, therefore the dye and in turn the cloth was extremely valuable. 

Lydia was a business woman who chose to ____________ God by keeping the 
Sabbath holy. She chose to worship God and meet with other believers every 

Sabbath. One of the Ten Commandments is “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 

holy.” Exodus 20:8. 

Eric Liddell was a Scottish athlete who represented his country in the !924 Paris 
Olympics. He won the gold in the men’s 400m race. His best event was actually the 

100m race, but because the heats for that race happened to fall on a Sunday, Liddell 
decided to forego the opportunity to win that race much to the disappointment of his 

own countrymen. No one expected him to win the finals of the 400m race, but just as 
he went to the starting blocks someone slipped a piece of paper into his hand with a 

quotation from 1Samuel2:30 “Them that honor Me, I will honor.” Liddell outran all 
the rest and completed the race in 47.6seconds, breaking the world record! Give God 

your best He gave His best for you. 

Many of are so engrossed in our daily affairs that we have little or no time for the 

things of God, other times we do not give it priority. But Lydia, in spite of all her 
secular obligations, found time to worship according to the Jewish faith.” Matthew 

6:33 says, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 

things shall be added to you. 

“Lydia ____________ God,” we are told. It is evident that she was a Jewish proselyte 
also known as “God fearers”.  A Jewish proselyte is one who has converted to 

Judaism. She knew about Jesus but she did not know Him. She must have had a 
deep hunger for the truth. Jeremiah 29:13 says “13 And you will seek Me and 

find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. “Lydia sought the Lord with all 

her heart and found Him. 

“The Lord __________ her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.” Faith was born 

through hearing the Word. God had placed her at the right place at the right time, 
though she may not have been aware of it.  Not only was she there at that moment 

but God also prepared her heart and made it ready for the seed to be sown. When 

Paul scattered the seed, it found its way into Lydia’s prepared heart and it took root 
and sprouted and grew…the devil could not snatch this seed away.  It immediately 

grew. 

Salvation is completely the work of the Holy Spirit. As we read in this verse “The Lord 
opened her heart.” Our task is only to speak and do as we are led by the Spirit of the 

Lord, and the Holy Spirit will bring conviction of sin. Paul spoke and the Lord opened 
Lydia’s heart to the gospel. It is our responsibility to pray for the preparation of the 
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hearts of those we share the Word with. We must pray for fertile soil that the 

message of salvation will be received, rooted firmly, grow and bear much fruit.  

In fact, in order to be saved, our hearts not only need to be opened but also to be 
regenerated or replaced with a new heart. In other words, we need a spiritual heart 

transplant!! Ezekiel 36:26- “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within 

you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” 
With this new heart, we now have the power to overcome sin, and we are able to live 

a life that is pleasing to God. 

Let us allow the Holy Spirit to transform, renew and regenerate us from the inside out 
and let us “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 

Peter3:18. 

 

A CHANGED ___________ 

Acts 16:15 

“And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So, she persuaded 

us.” 

Acts 16:40 

“So, they went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia; and when they had 

seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed.” 

 

 “Lydia gave her life to Christ and as is obvious from verse15, she shared the Word 

with her household and they were saved too. What a joy to see households come to 
the saving knowledge of Christ. The change in her heart was clearly reflected in her 

decision to be baptized. We read that she was baptized along with all the members of 
her household. So here again we have the scriptural order,” believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ and be baptized.” This is God’s ordained method for confessing openly that we 

have trusted Christ as our Savior.  

Lydia not only opened her heart but she opened her home as well. She tells Paul, “If 

you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” Lydia 

generously invited the servants of God into her home using her resources to bless 
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them. She willingly shared what she had and demonstrated the spiritual gift of 

hospitality. 

The Word of God encourages each of us to practice hospitality. 1Peter 4:8,9 

says, “And above all things have fervent love for one another, for love will cover a 

multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.”  

Hebrews 13:1,2 “Let brotherly love continue. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for 

by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels.’’ Christian hospitality (if I may 

call it that), should be a natural overflow of our love for God. A distinguishing mark of 

a true disciple of Christ is a love for others. The verses just prior to the above two are 

clear evidence of this. Our practice of hospitality is not to impress but to impact the 

recipient with God’s love.    

Hospitality is not about being the perfect host – it is doing ordinary things in the 

name of an extraordinary Savior. Hospitality should not a performance because then 

it is a burden. It should come from a heart of compassion and driven by the love of 

our Savior. In Acts 5:42 we read,” And daily in the temple, and in every house, they 

did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. ’’We do not meet daily in 

our homes but are we willing to open up our homes to minister to the people of God? 

It’s the availability of our hearts that matters. and not the opulence of our homes. It’s 

not about the banquet on the table but a bowl of soup offered with compassion will 

draw the person to see the love of Christ being shared. Opening up our homes may 

not be convenient for us, it may seem like an infringement of our privacy. The Lord is 

calling us to live a sacrificial life not one of convenience. “…. Whatever you do, do all 

to the glory of God.” 1Corinthians 10:31. Will we open our homes like Lydia to bring 

emotional, mental, and spiritual healing to others. 

Acts 16:40 “So they went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia; and when 

they had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed.” 

God used Lydia to minister to their needs again after they were released from prison. 

The Lord used her to minister comfort and care to His servants yet again. Are we 

being ministers of the message of hope and reconciliation to the people around us? 

Are our homes our private fortress or a soothing haven for the needy souls? Are we 

willing to open our hearts and our homes?  

I believe that the Lord has orchestrated this current situation we are in for us to 

come out of our comfort zones and to trust Him to use our homes as mission fields 

that bring Him glory. As we prayerfully surrender our lives and our homes to the Lord 

He holds us, sustains us and enables us to do what is His good and perfect will for us. 
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CONCLUSION: 

The Lord always directs our ways. He brings to completion our efforts and helps us to 

establish a community of believers who love and follow His ways.  

With Lydia, having a new heart enabled her to accept the truth of the gospel and 

receive Jesus as her Savior. Has there been a transformation in our lives? A 
regeneration? A renewal? Are we more willing to give of ourselves to others? Are you 

using your gifts and abilities to do what you can, where you are? Are you willing to 

open your heart and all that you have to be a servant for God? Lydia did. Will you? 

Salvation came to Lydia’s home because she opened her heart and her home to 

Christ. The lost are at our doorsteps will we let them in? Are you willing to open your 

heart and all that you have to be a servant for God? Lydia did. Will you? 

  

 

 


