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THE MARKS OF A BIBLICAL CHURCH 
 

Scripture References: Matthew 16:13-28 

15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 

answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-

Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father 

who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it.  Matthew 16:15-18  

Introduction  

We are in the second message of this series entitled House to House 

Ministry of Jesus and the Apostles. We will talk about the church and how 

it evolved from the New Testament to now. And it has always been a very 

important part of the emphasis of all of our ministry and our teaching 

here to make sure that we understand the nature of the church and the 

function of the church, what the church is. Which is to say, the church is 

not a building. The church is not an institution or an association, the 

church is people not places. When we talk about the church, we’re going 

to use that word ekklesia, “the called out ones” or “assembly.” A church is 

a gathering of those who have been called by God to salvation, to 

redemption, to adoption, to conversion, to justification and ultimately to 

glorification. 

Marks of a Biblical Church 

1. Great ____________ (Matthew 16:13)  

A church is a collection of redeemed people who make a great 

confession.  

Let’s pick it up at verse 13, “Jesus came into the district of 

Caesarea, Philippi, and He was asking His disciples, ‘Who do people 

say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the 

Baptist, and others Elijah, still others Jeremiah, or one of the 

prophets.’ But He said to them, ‘Who do you say that I am?’”  

That is the question that the church, the true church answers 

correctly. Okay? The church is first and foremost defined by its 

Christology. “Who do you say that I am?” Peter answers, and he 

answered not only for himself, but the rest of those believing 

disciples, “You’re the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” 

that’s who you are. 
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Now we know from Scripture that Jesus also is presented as the 

cornerstone. Paul says, 1 Corinthians 3, Jesus is the foundation. 

Peter says He’s the cornerstone. The church is built on Him. He is 

the foundation. First Corinthians 3, “No one can build on any other 

foundation. Again, Ephesians 2, Christ is the foundation stone, the 

cornerstone. So the first and essential and definitive characteristic 

of the true church is that it has a biblical view of Jesus Christ. It has 

the right view of Jesus Christ. It is not a superficial view; it is not a 

sentimental view of Jesus. It is not a view of Jesus that He is some 

prophet and nothing more, such as the liberals have. It is the true 

view of Christ. If anybody preaches another Christ, let him be 

anathema, let him be cursed. If anybody preaches another gospel, 

let him be cursed. This is Paul, if anybody comes to you with 

anything other than the true Christ, 2 John, don’t even listen to 

him, he is in grave error. Everything starts at Christology. 

2. Great ____________ (Matthew 16:16-18) 

. Verse 17, “Jesus said to him”...Peter, after his confession on 

behalf of all the other believing disciples, he said...“You’re the 

Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus said to him, “Blessed are 

you, Simon Bar-Jonas [that means son of John, or son of Jonas, his 

father’s name], because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, 

but My Father who is in heaven.” Flesh and blood didn’t reveal this 

to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 

What is the great communication that defines the church? We go 

back to kind of where we started, the church has communication 

from God. And what is that communication? It is none other than 

Holy Scripture. Peter’s confession came because God had revealed 

the truth. In fact, that’s exactly what it says here, “Flesh and blood 

did not apokalupto [“disclose, uncover, make known”] reveal this to 

you.” You know, we don’t get our orders from man. The true church 

isn’t led by the pope. The true church isn’t led by cardinals. The true 

church isn’t led by any kind of magisterial group of men. The true 

church isn’t led by one man. The true church is not led by Joseph 

Smith. The true church is not led by any human; it’s not flesh and 

blood. Ours is a revelation from our Father who is in heaven. The 

church requires the Word to come down from heaven, the blessed 

Word of God. This is the great communication. It’s all we have. It’s 

all we need. It’s all we want. 

Verse 18 says, “I also say to you that you are Peter and upon this 

rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overpower it.” This is a very familiar statement that has long been a 

staple in the Roman Catholic system. They say that this is where 
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the Lord made Peter the first pope. Of course, that’s not at all what 

it says. “You are Peter” (there’s a kind of a tone that you’re not 

really very important). You’re just Peter, you’re not Holy Father 

Peter; you’re just Peter. You’re just Peter. “But upon this rock, I will 

build My church.” “You are Peter [“stone”], but upon this rock bed 

[different word], I will build My church.” 

3. Great _________ (Matthew 16:20) 

Thirdly, there’s a great contrast. In verse 20 He warned the 

disciples that they should tell no one that He was the Messiah. The 

church is a spiritual entity; it is a spiritual reality. What a strange 

warning. Tell no one that I am the Messiah, He says. Why? Because 

it would feed their warped messianic expectations. The Jews were 

looking for a political, military kind of social messiah and Jesus 

would not be that. He came for spiritual ends, for the salvation of 

souls. And so here is the warning, that the church will live in great 

contrast to the world around it. We are an alien group. We are 

citizens of another kingdom. We’re part of another city whose 

builder and maker is God, as we can read in Hebrews 11.  

 

4. Great _________ (Matthew 16:21) 

The church is an assembly of the called and redeemed people who 

understand the great conquest. Just to keep going with our C’s. The 

great confession, the great communication (meaning Scripture), the 

great contrast (meaning we are aliens in the world), and now the 

great conquest, verse 21. “From that time, Jesus began to show His 

disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from 

the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and be raised 

up on the third day.” 

This is the heart of our message, folks. It’s the cross. That’s our 

message. It’s the cross and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. As soon 

as our Lord introduces the church, He introduces His death because 

apart from His death, there is no church. If He doesn’t bear our sins 

in His own body on the cross, then there is no church. There are no 

believers. No one is saved, ever. He must bear our sins. 

I was so glad again to hear Isaiah 53. “He must be wounded for our 

transgressions, crushed for our iniquities, the chastisement for our 

peace must fall on Him and we can only be healed by His wounds.” 

That’s why it pleased the Lord, in the language of Isaiah 53, “to 

crush him.” 
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Again we go back to that verse that I go back to so often, 2 

Corinthians 5:21, “He was made sin for us.” The preaching of the 

cross again...“to the people perishing is foolishness, to us who are 

being saved, it is the power of God.” 

5. Great _________ (Matthew 16:22-23) 

The church is a gathering of people who understand a great conflict 

exists. Peter takes Jesus aside in verse 22 and here’s where the 

conflict is demonstrated. Peter takes Jesus aside and he rebukes 

Him. Boy, that is pretty bold stuff. We know Peter was the apostle 

with the foot-shaped mouth. He was very good at saying the wrong 

thing at the wrong time. But to call Jesus aside, “Come over here a 

minute, I need to talk to you,” and then rebuke Him. I mean, that is 

really bold. 

He says, “God forbid it, Lord, You’ve got this all wrong. You’re not 

going to die. This shall never happen to You.” This is not a 

suggestion, by the way, this is a bold, demanding rebuke of the Son 

of God. Not going to happen, in the strongest language possible. 

“No, no, no, no, Lord, no, I forbid this.” That’s when a little power 

has gone to your head. Wow! What are you? You’re just a 

loudmouth fisherman; get back in line. 

He turned in verse 23 and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan.” 

Wow! Take that, Peter. Anything said by, advocated by, anyone in 

the church that goes against the will of the Lord of the church is 

taking Satan’s side. Okay? I’m afraid that if the Lord were here 

today, He might be saying that a lot to people who are part of His 

called. You’ve taken up Satan’s side. You’ve taken up Satan’s cause. 

Anything contrary to the will of God, anything contrary to the 

purpose of God places you on Satan’s side. 

6. Great ____________ (Matthew 16:24) 

Go to verse 24. “Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to 

come after Me, he must”...What?  “Deny himself, take up his cross, 

follow Me, for whoever wishes to save his life will lose it. Whoever 

loses his life for My sake will find it. What will it profit a man if he 

gains the whole”...What?...“world.” If you get all the health and all 

the wealth and all the prosperity and every dream you’ve ever had 

come true, so what? If you get all that and forfeit your soul, “what 

will a man give exchange for his soul.” I wonder if the crowd would 

be so big if the preacher said, “I want to ask you all to do 

something. I want you to deny yourself everything you’ve ever 

dreamed, everything you’ve ever hoped for, everything you’ve ever 

desired, everything you’ve ever wanted, every ambition you’ve ever 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Cor%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Cor%205.21
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had. I want you to deny all of that and submit yourself as if you 

were dead to the sovereign lordship of Jesus Christ as His slave and 

bow the knee to Him and ask Him to do in your life whatever it is 

that will make you holy. 

7. Great ______________ (Matthew 27-28)  

Finally, what marks a true church is a focus on the great 

consummation. Verse 27-28, “The Son of Man is going to come in 

the glory of His Father with His angels and will then repay every 

man according to his deeds.” The Son of Man is going to come. Do 

you think anybody cares about that today? This is Jesus saying to 

His disciples, “The Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His 

Father with His angels and repay every man according to his 

deeds.” It’s going to be a reward. It’s going to be a judgment.  

Conclusion 

Well, there it is in the blessed words of our own Lord. So how do you 

recognize a church? Architecture? Tradition, ritual, liturgy? Good feelings? 

Good babysitting, nice parking lot? No, that’s not how you notice a 

church; that’s not how you define a church. You define it in all these 

heavenly ways. A church focused on Christ, fed by Scripture, separated 

from the world, centered on the cross and the resurrection, confronting 

sin and error, pursuing truth and holiness, humbly abandoning ourselves 

to the Lord and waiting eagerly to be in His glorious presence. This is the 

church that brings God glory. This is the church that God is building. 

We’re so blessed and so honored, and so unworthy to be part of it, but so 

desirous to be faithful that we might please God in everything we do. 

Enable us Lord to do that, by the power of your Holy Spirit.  

 

 

 

 


