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EKKLESIA 

Introduction to House to House Ministry   
 

Scripture References: Matthew 16:14-20, Matthew 22:37-40, Matthew 

28:16-20 

15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 

answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-

Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father 

who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it.  Matthew 16:15-18  

Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great 

commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 

Prophets.” Matthew 22:37-40  

Introduction  

Hard as it is, this pandemic has pushed us positively to make our footing 

solid in who we are and why we exist. Life Connection Church did not fail 

in continuously and tirelessly reiterating that we are the church of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. We exist to accomplish not our temporal purposes, but 

His eternal purpose here on earth.  

We are in the process of transitioning to meeting in smaller groups 

(especially in the Middle East particularly Kuwait), we now need to focus 

on house churches. The season of worshipping in big centers has had to 

shift to a smaller house to house in person gathering. This series is 

intended to assist and encourage our leaders, disciples and members to 

embrace the direction God has for LCC.  

The aim of this new series is to refresh and empower all LCC members to 

understand the true biblical meaning of the “church.”  

I. What is a Church?  

The Greek word that is translated as “church” in the Bible is ________. 

This word is made up of a prefix and a root. The prefix is ek or ex, 

which means “out of ” or “from.” The root word is a form of the verb 

kaleo, which means “to call.” Thus, ekklesia means “those who are the 

________________.” Simply put, the invisible church, the true church, 

is composed of those who are called by God not only outwardly but 
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inwardly by the Holy Spirit. So, the church is not an institution, or an 

association, the church is people not places. When Jesus calls someone 

to discipleship, He is calling that person to __________, to _________ 

to Him, to __________Him, and to _________ from Him and of Him.  

II. The Importance and Purpose of House to House Ministry  

Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first 

and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all 

the Law and the Prophets.” Matthew 22:37-40  

The sole purpose and function of the house church ministry is to 

provide a _________ and a _________ to love God with their all and 

spread that love to their neighbors.  

There are a lot of things that can happen in a house church to derail 

this pure and simple purpose of loving God and loving others. Your 

chief task is to keep the group focused on these two simple but 

profound commands.  

III. Biblical and Historical Context of House to House Ministry  

Church (ekklesia = gathering) in a house was the earliest form of 

Christian gathering, practiced from the days of Christ’s early ministry 

in Galilee up until the present day in various forms. The setting of most 

of the gatherings we read about in the New Testament was in a house. 

This was a reflection of Roman society in the First Century. Public 

buildings were used for government or pagan (state) religious 

purposes. So, with few exceptions (i.e.: Solomon ’s colonnade, The 

Hall of Tyrannus), Christian gatherings took place in homes. These 

gatherings were limited in size by the space in which they were able to 

fit. There is no New Testament command that churches must meet in 

homes. We are, however, able to relate to the scriptures in a greater 

way if we practice some form of house church meeting. Meeting in 

house churches allows us to apply more of the bible to our lives. 

Here are some references to house churches being used as a place to 

help people love God with their all and to spread that love to their 

neighbors: 

Luke 7:36-50 – Unexpected Anointing in the House of Simon 

the Pharisee 

A sinful woman brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil and stood at 

Jesus feet and washed His feet with her tears and kissed His feet and 
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anointed them with the fragrant oil. In return Jesus accepted, forgave 

and affirmed her faith.  

Matthew 9:18-19 & 23-26 – Jesus Healed the Ruler’s Daughter  

Jesus showed sympathy to the ruler by visiting his sick daughter. In 

this house Jesus healed the ruler’s daughter. At first the crowd 

ridiculed Him but when the crowd left, He went in and took her by the 

hand and the girl arose. 

Mark 1:21-39, 2:1 – Jesus Showed Care to Peter’s Mother in- 

Law 

Jesus uses Peter ’s house as a home base to show the demon 

possessed and sick that God loves them. From there he travels 

throughout Galilee spreading the gospel.  

Luke 10:38-42, John 11:1-12:2 – Jesus in Bethany  

Jesus value friendship. He loved His friends, Lazarus, Martha and Mary. 

Jesus would regularly visit them. When Jesus came down to Jerusalem 

he likely stayed with Mary, Martha and Lazarus. From their house he 

taught and even raised the dead, inspiring many to love God. He also 

went from Bethany to Jerusalem each day to teach in the temple 

courts. Thus, from this house church in Bethany, Jesus taught people 

to love God and spread the gospel. 

Mark 14:12-16, Acts 1:12-13, 2:1-2 – The Unity in the Upper 

Room 

The upper room was more than just a place for the last supper. It was 

the house church of the apostles before the day of Pentecost and the 

inauguration of God’s kingdom. From that place, Jesus taught his 

disciples to love God with their all (John 13-17) and his disciples used 

it as a launching point to spread the gospel around the world.  

Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-35, 5:42, 8:3 – The Jerusalem Church 

The first church in Jerusalem met in a large group at Solomon ’s 

Colonnade in the temple complex but also met in houses throughout 

the city. We have these detailed descriptions their customs throughout 

the first chapters of Acts. In their houses they heard teaching, 

fellowshipped, prayed and ate together. Some who had much sold 

their property so they could take care of those who had less. And the 

love of God spread throughout the city. Perhaps the greatest evidence 

of the house church structure of the early church is the description in 

Acts 8: 3 of Saul’s method of persecution. How does one go about 

destroying the early church? By going from ‘house to house’ 

because that’s where they were meeting. 
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Acts 10-11 – The First Gentile House Church 

Cornelius is the first recorded gentile convert in Acts. God had to really 

work on Peter’s heart to get him to see that the gospel was not just 

for the Jewish people. Cornelius is not converted alone. Peter is in 

Cornelius’ house when the Holy Spirit comes on everyone who had 

gathered and all of them get baptized in 10:48. This was more than 

one soul being saved, it was a church being planted. 

Acts 16 – The First Church in Europe 

Paul’s first stop in Europe is the Roman city of Philippi. The absence of 

a synagogue brought them to the river to pray. While there they met a 

woman named Lydia who became the first recorded Christian convert 

in Europe. She was well off and probably had a good-sized house. All 

of the members of her house were baptized. When Paul escapes from 

prison at the end of the chapter he goes back to Lydia’s house which 

has apparently become the meeting place of the Philippian church.  

Romans 16 – The Roman House Churches 

In Paul’s extensive greeting at the end of his letter to Rome we see 

great evidence of House Churches. Priscilla and Aquila are greeted 

along with the church that meets in their house. When they were living 

in Corinth they used their house to help Apollos who went on to have 

great impact for the kingdom (Acts 18). Other references to House 

Church leaders include Aristobulus, Narcissus, Asyncritus and his crew, 

and Pilolohus and his people.  

Conclusion  

God’s Word never changes. He said, “I will build My church.” 

Pandemic, crisis and government should not redefine the church. From 

the beginning till now, the church did not only thrive when things were 

calm but especially when times were tough. God is the builder. We are 

His instruments. Whether we are in the comfort of a big building or in 

the commonality of our homes, God can build His church for He is not 

building on bricks and concretes, but in and on the lives of His devoted 

and dedicated followers. 

My prayer and desire is that you may continue to push the envelope 

while we still have the chance and JESUS still tarries. Let us disciple, 

raise leaders, reach the lost and multiply ourselves in the life of others. 

Let the Holy Spirit build His church in and through you.    
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