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A CALL TO SACRED PURPOSE 

Turn to the Lord with All Your Heart 

 

 

Scripture References: Joel 1:14, 2:12-17, Matthew 6:6-18, Isaiah 58:1-12 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 

1. What do you think are the reasons why God is allowing the world to experience what 

we are experiencing right now (global crisis)?  

2. How important is prayer to you?  

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select ones that will 

stimulate the most response from your Life Group.  

1. Who did Joel say this prophecy was for? (1:3) Does that also include us today?  

2. Joel does not give a reason for the plague of locusts as other prophets do. Why do 

you think God may have brought about this plague? Punishment or warning? 

3. Joel issues a call to mourn to all the people, farmers, and priests. In addition to 

mourning, what did he say that the people should do? (1:13-14) Why is the nation 

told to start a fast? Who will fast? (2:12) 

4. Do you think there where people of Joel’s day that explained this judgment away 

based on their naturalistic worldview? In other words, do you think some tried to 

explain what was going on in purely scientific way?  

5. Do you think God still uses nature as a means to bring about His judgment today? 

How would you correlate this to covid19? Is covid19 also a judgment from God? 

Please explain your answer.  

6. How does Joel describe God in verse 13 of chapter 2? If you will be asked to describe 

God, how would you describe Him in the midst of this pandemic?  

7. Verse 2:13 describes God as gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in 

steadfast love, and relenting over disaster. We are comfortable with this description. 

But do you believe that God will judge all who do not worship Him alone? Do you 

approach God as a God of judgment and wrath? 

8. Verse 2:12 states, “Return to me with all your heart.” How does a person return to 

God with all his or her heart? How does a church return to God with all their heart?  

9. Why does God require fasting, weeping and mourning? (2:12)  
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10. Why does God want them to “rend” (tear) their hearts and not their garments? 

What does that mean? (2:13)  

11. Have group members to share how they have seen God’s grace, mercy, patience, 

and steadfast love toward them in the past when they repented before God of a 

particular sin that had entangled them.  

Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do I need to 

take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  

Start applying it!  Share it with others!  

CG Action Steps  

• Encourage the members of your connection group to fast and pray.  

• Assist any member of the group or friend that needs help especially those that were 

terminated from work.  

• Make every effort to follow up the members of your connection groups through 

social media platforms.  

• Have a spare bible always ready to be given to anyone who will be interested. Then if 

you do, then follow up the person to whom you gave the bible by doing LTG with 

that person. Do LTG only with a person of the same sex. If the recipient of the bible is 

of the opposite sex endorse him/her to our brethren of the same sex.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all completed 

our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding them back?    


