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A CALL TO SACRED PURPOSE  
Turn to the Lord with All Your Heart 

 

Scripture References: Joel 2: 12-17, Matthew 6:6-18, Isaiah 58:1-12 

Introduction  

“Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with 

fasting and weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and not your 

garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and 

compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from 

sending calamity. – Joel 2:12-13 

We are facing an unprecedented time that calls for an unprecedented 

measure. As we face the challenges before us, suddenly, we will realize 

that this is too big of a giant to conquer. Of ourselves we can’t do 

anything but with God we can do all things. This is the corporate effort of 

LCC to join hands as one family and seek God again with all our hearts so 

that we will not miss the guidance, the will, the purpose of God even in 

this challenging time.  

We love God, we love Jesus, and we love the Holy Spirit, but the human 

side of us sometimes get in the way. Sometimes we feel distant from 

God. Sometimes we find ourselves in depending on wrong stuff; 

sometimes we need a refill of God’s presence within us. One powerful way 

to seek God for a fresh filling of His holy spirit power is to do what Moses 

did, to do what Jesus and the Apostles did. Pray and fast! So, we as one 

body decided to fast and pray starting today for 3 days. This is what we 

will talk about today. I will give you three D’s to remember in this 

message, the first “D” is DILEMMA, 2nd is DISCIPLINE AND 3RD is 

DEMAND. Let us start with the first.  

THE HUMAN ___________  

During the days of Joel, the people of God had broken covenant with him. 

They became unfaithful to God, even while they were enjoying all his 

material gifts-grain, wine, and oil; figs, pomegranates, grapes and 

apples; herds of cattle and sheep. The autumn and spring rains came at 

their usual time, providing for God’s people, and they lived in great 

security and prosperity. Yet they did not worship the true God of the 

covenant, who had delivered them from Egyptian bondage and planted 

them in the beautiful land of Canaan. Instead, they became fascinated 

with paganism, as is the case in the church today. Instead of being loyal 

to the God who revealed himself to us through the Scriptures and 
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worshiping and serving him alone, they worshiped and served idols. They 

rejected their God while still receiving all his bountiful, temporal benefits. 

Several verses speak of Israel’s unfaithfulness. In Joel 2:12 God says, 

“Return to me.” That assumes that these people had gone away from the 

true God to worship idols. Joel 1:5 says, “Wake up, you drunkards!” God 

had plentifully supplied everything, and now his people were having a 

good time. And in 2:27 we read, “Then you will know that I am in Israel, 

that I am the Lord your God, and that there is no other.” That tells us 

that these people were worshiping other gods, but that if they repented 

and returned, they would realize there is only one God whom they should 

worship. 

THE DIVINE _____________ 

But where can we go from God’s omniscience, omnipresence, and 

omnipotence? Where can we hide in God’s universe? If we go up to the 

heavens, the psalmist says, he is there. If we make our bed in the 

depths, he is there. The prodigal went away from the father, and soon he 

was in great need. There was a great famine there, we are told, and he 

had nothing to eat.  

This pandemic caught everyone of guard. Even the mighty powerful 

nations that boast about scientific advancements in their health cares 

were proven nonetheless amateur. No one can stop covid19, no number 

of ventilators can revive the dead, no financial analyst can reverse the 

effect in our economy. God is calling, are we listening?  

In Joel’s time, God dealt with his people in a special way. The Sovereign 

God commanded a vast army of locusts to come and destroy all the 

plants, trees, and grass. He took away his temporal gifts of grain, oil, and 

wine, the basic necessities of Israel. He also took away their sense of 

security. So, Joel 1:4 says, “What the locust swarm has left the great 

locusts have eaten; what the great locusts have left the young locusts 

have eaten; what the young locusts have left other locusts have eaten.” 

This is complete devastation. 

Joel 1:2-3 says, “Hear this, you elders; listen, all who live in the land. Has 

anything like this ever happened in your days or in the days of your 

forefathers?” The answer is “No.” “Tell it to your children, and let your 

children tell it to their children, and their children to the next generation.” 

God wants his people to understand this truth: He will discipline his 

people, and will take any steps necessary to do so. 

Look at the people of Joel’s time. There is no joy, no celebration, no 

singing. People are falling in their misery. There is not even worship, 

because there is no grain or wine for the offering. Joel 1:9 says, “Grain 
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offerings and drink offerings are cut off from the house of the Lord. The 

priests are in mourning, those who minister before the Lord.” 

THE DIVINE __________ 

God has indeed provided a way out of our distress. It comes in the form 

of a divine demand: “‘Even now,’ declares the Lord, ‘return to me with all 

your heart'” (Joel 2:12). That is a wonderful thing. God does not have to 

speak to us; he is not required to send any prophets to us. So, if he is 

speaking to us, it means he has not forsaken us! The Holy Spirit 

admonishes: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as 

you did in the rebellion” (Hebrews 3:7-8). God is speaking! That means 

he is still with us. And what is he saying? “Return to me now.” It is not 

tomorrow, not at our own time. We must return and repent now. In 2 

Corinthians 6:2 Paul says, “I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now 

is the day of salvation.” 

There is only one way to come back into God’s favor; that is the way of 

repentance, as revealed to Solomon by God in 2 Chronicles 7:14: “If my 

people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from 

heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” This law of 

repentance is still operative today; it was never abrogated. Anyone who 

takes hold of this promise and repents will receive mercy, forgiveness, 

healing, and eternal salvation. 

“‘Even now,’ declares the Lord, ‘return to me with all your heart, with 

fasting and weeping and mourning. Rend your heart and not your 

garments.'” The command to “rend” or “tear” our heart means “Listen! 

Believe! Turn!” Forsake all evil philosophies, all falsehood, all lies. Believe 

the word of God and the God of the word. Do the will of God with a soft 

heart. Forsake all rebellion against truth and against the God of truth. 

Instead of tearing our garments, we must tear our stony hearts, making 

them soft and responsive. This is what we are going to do now. We will 

fast and pray.  

What is fasting?  

When you set aside something that your body enjoys so that you can 

grow spiritually.   

Usually in the bible, the most common thing that people would set aside 

was food. Let’s face it, if there’s anything that we like its food. And so, 

when God sees that you want so much of him that you are willing to 

sacrifice, something like food. It moves the heart of God and it allows for 

us to feed the most important part of us, our spirit.  
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Look at what God said through the Prophet Joel. Even now declares the 

Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and 

mourning. God honors when we are willing to return to him and put him 

before our body. When we sacrifice our appetites, it does something 

powerful in the spiritual realm. God honors it and it is important to note 

that fasting is not just about missing a meal. It’s not just like going on a 

diet. Fasting is really all about seeking God and drawing close to him.   

In Zechariah 7:12-13 we are told, “They made their hearts as hard as 

flint and would not listen to the law or to the words that the Lord 

Almighty had sent by his Spirit through the earlier prophets. So, the Lord 

Almighty was very angry. ‘When I called, they did not listen; so, when 

they called, I would not listen,’ says the Lord Almighty.” We can never 

come into the favor of God without repentance, without a soft heart, 

without listening and believing the word of God. 

Yes, it is all right to weep and wail and tear our garments, provided our 

heart is soft. Externalism is all right, as long as there is interior 

reformation. It is wonderful to fast for a day when everyone else is 

eating, provided we weep, fast, and wail because we have offended and 

despised the Lord, depriving him of his glory and treating him with 

contempt. But do not weep and fast only because you are sick or because 

you have no food or wine. That is fake repentance. You must weep 

because you sinned against God. Cry out with great grief, “Have mercy 

upon me, a great sinner!” Cry out, saying, “Against thee and thee only 

have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.” Cry out and say, 

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you, and I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.” 

There is hope for those who repent like that. That is what Joel 2:12 says: 

“‘Even now,’ declares the Lord, ‘return to me with all your heart, with 

fasting and weeping and mourning. Rend your heart and not your 

garments.'” When we come to God in repentance, we must also trust in 

his nature. The prophet describes God’s nature in Joel 2:13, quoting 

Exodus 34:6-7: “Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and 

compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from 

sending calamity.” Hold on to that nature of God. Come to him in 

repentance, and base your prayer on God’s nature as revealed to us in his 

word. Don’t pray on the basis of justice. Plead mercy and repent based on 

God’s own promise in 2 Chronicles 7:14.  

CONCLUSION  

Let us repent. Let us assemble. Let us pray. Let us fast. Let us weep. Let 

us call upon the name of the Lord. Joel 2:32 says, “Everyone who calls on 
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the name of the Lord will be saved.” It is an amazing promise. Priests, 

elders, old, young, bride, bridegroom, children and infants-leave your 

homes and come to the temple of the Lord. He is there still. His glory has 

not departed. Cry out to him in repentance. Listen to him. Pray to him; 

tell him, “O God, we believe that you are gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in love. We return to you. We have sinned 

against you. We defied you and treated you with contempt. Have mercy 

upon us.” Notice the prayer in Joel 2:17: “Spare your people, O Lord.” 

That is, “Save us!” We must tear our hearts, be brokenhearted and 

contrite in spirit, for there is hope for every person who is brokenhearted 

and contrite. As a church, as one family let us do this together. God bless 

you!  

 

 


