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Gospel Fueled Joy 
Week 4, Part 2 

Gospel Fueled Joy in Your Circumstances 
Philippians 1:12-30 

 
Introduction: 
 
Review: 
We live in a world where on a certain level, fakeness and pretense is at an all-time high. 
And sadly, that even carries over into church. 
 
On one level we’re MORE connected than we’ve ever been, but we’re less intimate in our 
relationships. Even Christians, it seems, have more information ABOUT God at their 
fingertips than ever before – but fewer and fewer seem to really KNOW God and what He 
knows true about them. 
 
One of the ways that we FAKE our way through life is by pretending that we’re happier than 
we really feel. We like to project strength and togetherness – even if it means being 
dishonest or guarded about the real struggles in our lives. 
 
What I love about studying the book of Philippians, is that we learn how to avoid two 
extremes when it comes to the tough trials and challenges we face in life. When facing the 
trials of life, there are basically two opposites that we typically gravitate toward. 
 
Either we live in Denial or we live in Drama. 
 
Four common roadblocks to Joy and happiness: 

1. Pain 
2. People 
3. Pressure 
4. Problems 

 
 
So -- pain, people, pressures and problems are really the common killjoys of life. What is so 
great about the passage we’ll begin studying today – is that Paul speaks to all four of these 
common killjoys in a very practical way. 
 
The Key verse in this whole passage is verse 27… “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves 
in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.” 
 
Today we will continue to discover four things that will help us bear the fruit of joy no 
matter what the circumstances.   
 
You Can Be Joyous No Matter What… 
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1. …If you see your problems from God’s VIEWPOINT. 
 
 
2. …If you will refuse to allow others to control your _________________. 

 
Think about how often we actually empower others to control our attitudes!  
 
Paul talks of several different kinds of people that he had to deal with. We know there were 
people who were trying to attack his ministry by slander and gossip and judgmentalism. Then 
there were people who supported his ministry – people who were genuinely Paul’s friends. 
 
Still others were trying to compete with Paul’s ministry – kicking him while he was down by 
going into the regions where Paul started churches with messages that were opposed to 
Paul’s gospel – like the judaizers did in Galatia. And finally, there were some folks who were 
undermining Paul’s ministry by trying to destroy his reputation. 
 
Paul basically acknowledges that in life, we are going to have… 

- Critics, who slander and gossip and create controversy 
- Competitors, whose teachings/claims deviate from Scripture 
- Conspirators, who want to kick us while we’re down 
- Comrades, who are truly our friends through thick & thin 

 
In verse 18, Paul says…But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, 
whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. 
 
 

3. …If you always trust God to work things _____________. 
 
In verse 18, notice that Paul is teaching us that it is “a choice to rejoice.” 
 
He continues in verse 19, by making it clear that his confidence is rooted in two things: prayer 
and the work of the Spirit in His life to bring deliverance. 
 
 

4. …If you stay focused on your purpose not your ________________. 
 
Paul not only had a purpose in life – but he even had a purpose in death. If I live, I have a 
purpose. If I die, I have a purpose. And ultimately for Paul and for every follower of Jesus 
since Paul lived – our purpose is to love God by loving others. 
 
And if we have time remaining on this earth – we serve Jesus by serving others. And when 
we die one day – our purpose is to be with Jesus for eternity. So, either way…. WE WIN! 
 
 
 
 



LCC Global Online Teaching  Saturday, July 25, 2020 
 

Bishop Tim Dailey 3 

Conclusion: 
 
I don’t know what challenges you’re facing right now. But according to the Holy Spirit in 
this passage…you’re an overcomer. If things work out for your earthly deliverance…. YOU 
WIN! And if things don’t work out just the way you hope they will…. you STILL WIN! If 
you’re a believer – a child of God by grace through faith—YOU WIN! 
 
Connection Questions: 
 

1. What are some “roadblocks to happiness” that you may be facing right now? 
2. Paul teaches us that we can either live as overcomers in happiness or victims in 

defeat. Would you say that you are living as an overcomer or a victim? Why? What is 
keeping you from living as an overcomer? What gave Paul the strength to live as an 
overcomer? (Phi 1:21-26) 

3. If I say, “No matter what – GRACE CAN,” what do I mean by that statement? How 
can grace give me what I need to live as a joyful overcomer – instead of being 
miserable in my circumstances? (see Phil. 1:27-30) 

4. In what way is God’s grace sufficient for you? 
5. How does seeing our problems from God’s viewpoint help us to live joyously?  
6. How can refusing to allow others to control my attitude help me to live a joyful life? 

What are some ways that others can highjack your attitude and make you miserable? 
7. What changes when I completely trust God to work things out in my circumstances? 

How does that affect me and my attitude? What are the alternatives to trusting God 
in my current circumstances? 

8. How does staying focused on our purpose help maintain our joy? What is God’s 
purpose for your life? Are you trusting Him to truly bring it to pass, even if it is not 
the way you think He should? 

 
Minister To Each Other: 
 

• Whether things go the way you want, or things didn’t go your way -- the good news 
is that you Still Win. Take time to praise the Lord for His Amazing Grace and pray for 
those who are facing difficult circumstances right now.   

 
• Pray that God will help each of us to see things from His perspective, that we will 

refuse to allow others to control our attitudes, that we will trust God to work things 
out for His glory in our lives, and that we will stay focused on God’s purpose – not 
our problems.  

 
• What are some tangible ways that your Connection Group can minister to people 

who are facing difficult circumstances right now? Let this be an opportunity for our 
group to be a witness to unbelievers, and an encouragement to believers. 


