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Gospel Fueled Joy 
Week 3, Part 1 

Gospel Fueled Joy in Your Circumstances 
Philippians 1:12-30 

 
Introduction: 
 
We live in a world where on a certain level, fakeness and pretense is at an all-time high. 
And sadly, that even carries over into church. 
 
On one level we’re MORE connected than we’ve ever been, but we’re less intimate in our 
relationships. Even Christians, it seems, have more information ABOUT God at their 
fingertips than ever before – but fewer and fewer seem to really KNOW God and what He 
knows true about them. 
 
One of the ways that we FAKE our way through life is by pretending that we’re happier than 
we really feel. We like to project strength and togetherness – even if it means being 
dishonest or guarded about the real struggles in our lives. 
 
What I love about studying the book of Philippians, is that we learn how to avoid two 
extremes when it comes to the tough trials and challenges we face in life. When facing the 
trials of life, there are basically two opposites that we typically gravitate toward. 
 
Either we live in ___________ or we live in ___________. 
 

• Denial 
 
 

• Drama 
 
 
Four common roadblocks to Joy and happiness: 
 

1. Pain 
 

2. People 
 

3. Pressure 
 

4. Problems 
 

 
So -- pain, people, pressures and problems are really the common killjoys of life. What is so 
great about the passage we’ll begin studying today – is that Paul speaks to all four of these 
common killjoys in a very practical way. 
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The Key verse in this whole passage is verse 27… “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves 
in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.” 
 
Today we will look at one of the four things that will help us bear the fruit of joy no matter 
what the circumstances.  We will finish the others next week. 
 
You Can Be Joyous No Matter What… 
 

1. …If you see your problems from God’s _____________. 
 
It is so important for us to ask God for the grace to see our struggles from HIS point of 
view. As we learn to abide in Him in this way – we will see tremendous fruit in at least two 
ways: 
 

• One, we become an incredible witness to unbelievers. (v. 13) 
 

• But secondly, God also uses it as an encouragement to believers. (v. 14) 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 
I don’t know what challenges you’re facing right now. But according to the Holy Spirit in 
this passage…you’re an overcomer. If things work out for your earthly deliverance…. YOU 
WIN! And if things don’t work out just the way you hope they will…. you STILL WIN! If 
you’re a believer – a child of God by grace through faith—YOU WIN! 
 
 
Connection Questions: 
 

1. What are the four common “roadblocks to happiness” were discussed in the 
message? Which one of these roadblocks seem to affect you the most? Why? 

2. Paul teaches us that we can either live as overcomers in happiness or victims in 
defeat. Would you say that you are living as an overcomer or a victim? Why? What is 
keeping you from living as an overcomer? 

3. From Phil. 1:21-26, what was it that gave Paul the strength to live as an overcomer? 
4. If I say, “No matter what – GRACE CAN,” what do I mean by that statement? How 

can grace give me what I need to live as an overcomer? (see Phil. 1:27-30) 
5. Verse 27 is the key verse to this passage. What is Paul saying when he writes, “My 

grace is sufficient for you – for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Explain. 
6. How does seeing our problems from God’s viewpoint help us to live joyously?  
7. When we abide in Christ and see our struggles from His point of view, we will 

experience tremendous fruit in at least two ways, what are those two ways? Why do 
you think that is true? Explain how you have experienced this fruit in your life and 
relationships as your began to see your struggles from His point of view. 
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Minister To Each Other: 
 
Whether things go the way you want, or things didn’t go your way -- the good news is that 
you Still Win. Take time to praise the Lord for His Amazing Grace and pray for those who 
are facing difficult circumstances right now.  Pray that God will help them see things from 
His perspective.  
 
What are some tangible ways that your Connection Group can minister to people who are 
facing difficult circumstances right now? Let this be an opportunity for your group to be a 
witness to unbelievers, and an encouragement to believers. 


