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THE MARKS OF A BIBLICAL CHURCH  

 
Scripture References: Matthew 16:13-28 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 

1. What distinguishable marks of your personality make you stand out?  

2. If you were given a chance to be the senior Pastor of a church, what would you like 

your church to be known for?  

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select ones that will 

stimulate the most response from your Life Group.  

1. What are you looking for in a church? And what should a church be?  

2. What should be the purest demonstration of a true church? Psalm 119:151. Isaiah 

66:2b 

3. Whenever you hear the words of Jesus in in Matthew 16:18 saying, “I will build my 

church” what are you reminded about?  

4. In this sermon we discuss the 7 distinguishing marks of a biblical church. The first 

one is GREAT CONFESSION. What is this GREAT CONFESSION that Peter uttered? 

What is its implication to you? Matthew 16:13   

5. A biblical church should have a definitive characteristic that will make it stand out 

from the rest. What is it? 1 Cor. 3:11  

6. In Matthew 16:20, Jesus warned the disciples that they should tell no one that He is 

the Messiah. Why do you think Jesus gave this warning?  

7. The church is an assembly of the called and redeemed people who understand the 

GREAT CONQUEST? What is this great conquest? Explain why is this important? 

Matthew 16:21 

8. Matthew 16:22-23 is very interesting. This is where Peter rebukes Jesus and in turn 

Jesus rebukes Peter saying, “get behind me Satan.” Explain your understanding of 

what transpired in this passage?  

9.  Go to verse 24 of Matthew 16. “Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to 

come after Me, he must”...What?  “Deny himself, take up his cross, follow Me, for 

whoever wishes to save his life will lose it. Whoever loses his life for My sake will find 

it. How would this verse look like when applied in your life?  

10. This is Jesus saying to His disciples, “The Son of Man is going to come in the glory of 

His Father with His angels and repay every man according to his deeds.” It’s going to 
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be a reward. It’s going to be a judgment. Does the church live in the light of the great 

consummation? Does the church, the true church, really live looking for and 

hastening the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ? What about you? How involve are 

you in reaching the lost? Or what are you doing right now to reach the lost? 

Matthew 16:27-28   

11. What is your take-away from this message?  

12. In light of what we discuss today “the marks of a biblical church” can you say with 

honesty that LCC is a biblical church? Kindly explain your answer?  

Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do I need to 

take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  

Start applying it!  Share it with others!  

CG Action Steps   

• Encourage every member of the connection group to be a part of a house church.  

• Assist any member of the group or friend that needs help especially those that were 

terminated from work.  

• Make every effort to follow up the members of your connection groups through 

social media platforms.  

• Have a spare bible always ready to be given to anyone who will be interested. Then if 

you do, then follow up the person to whom you gave the bible by doing LTG with 

that person. Do LTG only with a person of the same sex. If the recipient of the bible is 

of the opposite sex endorse him/her to our brethren of the same sex.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all completed 

our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding them back?    


