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Shelter-In-Grace 
Part 3 

Finding refuge in RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Romans 1:17 

For in the Gospel the righteousness of God is revealed – a righteousness that is BY FAITH from 
first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 

 
Introduction: 
 
Let us take a moment to be reminded of the story of the Israelites. 
 
WHY did God give His people the Law? In order to show them the impossibility of reaching 
that standard of goodness – righteousness – by their own effort. 
 
But when we fast forward 1500 years after the Exodus from Egypt, Jesus Christ has now finally 
completed His work of redemption through the cross and resurrection. Now in the Book of 
Romans, Paul writes these words (Our theme text): For in the Gospel the righteousness of God 
is revealed – a righteousness that is BY FAITH from first to last, just as it is written: “The 
righteous will live by faith.” 
 
See also Romans 3:21 - But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made 
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 
 
Romans 3:22 - This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe… 
 
I want you to say that phrase: “This righteousness is GIVEN.” 
 
This means that this perfect standard of goodness – this standard of perfection which is required 
to be in right relationship with God – is NOT something you can earn. It’s NOT something you can 
deserve. It’s NOT something you can perform for. It is NOT something you can take credit for. It is 
something that is GIVEN. It’s a gift. 
 
The root of the word “given” is the Greek word “charis” – which means grace! The words grace 
and gift are synonyms in the New Testament. This means that it’s impossible for YOU to provide 
your own righteousness! It’s impossible for you to attain to a level of goodness that is good 
enough for God on your own effort! And it means that when you understand and embrace the 
Gospel of amazing grace, you will never have to live under those burdens again! 
What does it mean to find refuge in righteousness? 
 

1. On our worst day, in your darkest hour, you’re now __________ enough for God! 
 



LCC Global Family Worship Gathering  June 14, 2020 
 

Bishop Tim Dailey, LCC Global 2 

In your worst moment – in your darkest hour of shame, guilt, regret, sin, stumbling and 
fumbling…God says, “You’re good enough for Me. And not only do I love you…but I like you!” 
 
 

2. On your best day, in your brightest hour, you cannot look ___________ upon others. 
 
Finding your refuge in the gift of righteousness frees you from the ugly disposition of self-
righteousness. It makes you mysteriously attractive to those who don’t yet know Christ because of 
how comfortable you are in your own skin! When you’ve got nothing to prove and nothing to 
hide…people take notice! 
 
 

3. Every day, in every hour, you are ______________ by faith. 
 
The most courageous thing you’ll ever believe in this life is that you ARE who God says you are. 
Your righteousness is identical to that of Jesus…and this is true even when you can’t see it or feel 
it. It’s been said that true Biblical humility is not thinking less of yourself but thinking of yourself 
less. 
 
When you’re no longer preoccupied with your own self-consciousness…and no longer finding 
validation in your own self-righteousness…and no longer trusting in your own self-worthiness…you 
are truly walking by faith. 
 
The gift of righteousness – just like the gift of forgiveness that we focused on last weekend – is 
NOT something we receive in many small doses along the road of life. It’s a gift that is given in 
totality, the moment we place our trust in Jesus Christ. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Many when faced with this Good News say something like, “What about spiritual growth? What 
about discipleship? What about growing in your relationship with God? Isn’t that important? 
 
Last weekend, we saw that the gift of forgiveness ERASES our sinful track-record, and today we 
see that the gift of righteousness REPLACES our sinful nature. The gift of righteousness means that 
the righteousness of Jesus Himself was not only imputed to us – but also imparted to us – when 
God crucified that old sinful spirit we inherited from Adam and raised us to new life with a new 
human spirit that is fully compatible with Jesus. 
 
If you’ve trusted in Jesus, you’re a new creation at the core (2 Cor. 5:17). You already have 
everything you need for life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3). You have become a partaker of His divine 
nature (2 Pet. 1:4). And you are more than a conqueror in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:37). 
 
Today’s Confession: Today I choose to find refuge in God’s gift of righteousness. 
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Connection Questions: 
 

1. What does the word “testament” mean? When we say that we aren’t under the Old 
Testament, what are we saying? What is the difference in saying that the Old Testament 
was written “for” me, but not “to” me? 

 
2. Why did God give the children of Israel the Law? What was its purpose? 

 
3. According to James 2:10, what would happen if a person just broke one of God’s laws? 

What are the implications of that? 
 

4. Why would a loving God give His people such strict rules? Why would He require such 
a high standard of goodness in order to be good enough for Himself? What does this 
say about God himself? 
 

5. What is the difference in the covenant that God made with Abraham and the one he 
made with Moses and the children of Israel?  
 

6. What does the word “righteous” mean?  
 

7. How is one able to be made right with God today (in this New Covenant)? (see Romans 
3:22) This verse says that it is GIVEN. Do you know what that means? This means that 
this perfect standard of goodness – this standard of perfection which is required to be 
in right relationship with God – is not something you can earn. It’s not something you 
can perform for. It is not something you can take credit for.  It is something that is 
given. It’s a gift. What does the word grace mean?   
 

8. At the very moment of salvation – you’re as righteous as you will ever be. There is 
nothing you need to do – and nothing you ever could do to improve upon or add to 
your righteousness. So, what about spiritual growth, discipleship, and growing in your 
relationship with God? Aren’t these important? Explain your answer. 

(Leaders Note: you are as righteous as you will ever be at the point of salvation – 
it is an event not a process. However, you are not instantly as mature as you’ll 
ever be.” Maturity – growing in grace – is a process that takes place over a 
lifetime.) 

 
9. What is discipleship? 

(Leaders Note: Discipleship is about gradually expressing what you truly already 
are as a free gift of God’s grace.) 

 
10. In Romans 12:2, what does the word “transformed” mean? 

 
Are you ready to find refuge in God’s gift of righteousness? 
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Declaring Your Identity in Christ 
 
If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.” 
If you grew up in church, I’m sure you’ve heard this verse many times before but have you 
really thought about what it means to be new? You aren’t merely improved, modified, 
tweaked, re-conditioned, re-upholstered, or re-branded. You’re wholly new. Indeed, a new 
creature, something that you never were before. Now that you’re new, do you know who you 
are? 
 
Below are things you need to know about your new God-given spiritual identity. Print this blog 
out and tape it on your mirror.  Every day read these words out loud, with conviction, and I 
guarantee you it will leave you feeling encouraged… and new! 
 
I Am Statements: 
 

• I am salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13).  
• I am God’s handiwork, created in Christ to do His work (Ephesians 2:10). 
• I am blessed with every spiritual blessing (Eph 1:3). 
• I am the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). 
• I am a citizen of heaven with all of God’s family (Ephesians 2:19). 
• I am a child of God (John 1:12). 
• I am the head and not the tail (De 28:13). 
• I am Christ’s friend (John 15:15).  
• I am chosen by Christ to bear fruit (John 15:16).  
• I am a citizen of heaven seated in heaven right now (Philippians 3:20; Ephesians 2:6). 
• I am loved with an everlasting love (Jer. 31:3). 
• I am a stranger on earth (He 11:13) 
• I am the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19). 
• I am Christ’s personal witness sent out to tell everybody about Him (Acts 1:8).  
• I am hidden with Christ in God (Colossians 3:3). 
• I am a carrier of the Lord’s authority (Lk 10:19) 
• I am a slave to righteousness (Romans 6:18).  
• I am complete in Christ (Col 2:10), and perfect forever (He 10:14). 
• I am free from guilt and condemnation (He 10:22, Rm 8:1). 
• I am an expression of the life of Christ because he is my life (Colossians 3:4). 
• I am a slave to God, making me holy and giving me eternal life (Romans 6:22).  
• I am chosen of God, holy, and dearly loved (Colossians 3:12; 1 Thessalonians 1:4). 
• I am a child of God; I can call Him my Father (Romans 8:14,15; Galatians 3:26; 4:6).  
• I am a child of light and not darkness (1 Thessalonians 5:5). 
• I am a coheir with Christ, inheriting His glory (Romans 8:17).  
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• I am part of Christ; I share in His life (Hebrews 3:14). 
• I am a temple – a dwelling place – for God. His spirit and His life live in me (1 

Corinthians 3:16; 6:19).  
• I am one of God’s living stones, being built up in Christ as a spiritual house (1 Peter 

5:8).  
• I am joined forever to the Lord and am one spirit with Him (1 Corinthians 6:17).  
• I am a member of a chosen race, royal a priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging 

to God (1 Peter 2:9,10). 
• I am a part of Christ’s body (1 Corinthians 12:27).  
• I am a new person in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).  
• I am at peace with God, and He has given me the privilege of helping others find peace 

in him (2 Corinthians 5:18,19).  
• I am a child of God, and I will be like Christ when He returns (1 Peter 2:11). 
• I am a child of God and one with others in His family (Galatians 3:26,28).  
• I am a child of God and will receive the inheritance He has promised (Galatians 4:6,7).  
• I am born again in Christ, and the devil cannot touch me (1 John 5:18). 
•  
• I am not the great “I am” (Exodus 3:14; John 8:24,28,58), but by the grace of God, I am 

what I am. 
• I have a new Identity. I am a new person. I have a new name written in God’ book of 

life. 
• I am the apple of my Father’s eye (Ps 17:8). 
• I am more than a conqueror (Rm 8:37). 
• I am eternally secure (He 6:19) 
• I am bona fide and qualified (Col 1:12). 
• I am dead to sin and alive to God (Rm 6:11) 

 


