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Shelter-In-Grace 
Part 4 

Finding refuge in ACCEPTANCE 
John 6:37 

 
John 6:37 (AMP) 
“All that My Father gives Me will come to Me; and the one who comes to Me I will most 
certainly not cast out [I will never, never reject anyone who follows Me].” 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
It doesn’t matter if you’re black, white, or brown, every human being longs to be accepted.  
 
We often spend a large amount of our lives trying to prove to someone somewhere that we 
are indeed acceptable.  
 
Humanity has an insatiable appetite for acceptance.  And God put that appetite within us 
so that we might look to Him to fulfill it.   
 
The Philosopher Pascal famously said, “There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of each 
man which cannot be satisfied by any created thing but only by God the Creator, made 
know through Jesus Christ.” 
 
Part of our motivation for trying so hard to be accepted is not merely for the sake of 
acceptance itself, but to avoid the agonizing pain of rejection.  
 
There is no pain quite like the pain of rejection.  
 
Rejection can happen in a moment, but it can haunt you for a lifetime.  
 
Rejection is painful.  
 
The world we live in has adopted a formula for making oneself acceptable and avoiding the 
pain of rejection.  
 
That formula basically looks like this, “If you want to avoid the pain of rejection you must 
perform at the level of perfection or at least make people believe you are.” 
 
We’ve all tried the “performance” approach. 
 
So what do we do to avoid rejection? We attempt to perform.  
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In the Bible, under the Old Covenant law of Moses, man’s ability to approach God was 
largely dependent on their ability to perform well. 
 
This created a terrible dilemma because no matter how hard Israel tried, they simply 
couldn’t achieve perfect righteousness.  
 
Man’s inability to become divinely acceptable became even more clear when God 
instructed His people to build him a Tabernacle.  
 
This was the place where He would dwell among his people. There was a place in the 
Tabernacle called the Most Holy Place that almost no one was allowed to enter.  
 
This place was reserved for one man - the high priest who would enter on behalf of the 
people once per year and only after a lengthy series of hundreds of thousands of sacrifices 
made on behalf of the Israelite people to ensure that the sins of the entire nation had been 
atoned for.  
 
When the high priest would enter this most holy place he had a rope tied around his ankle 
so that if he didn’t meet all of the standards as required by the Law and hadn’t made 
himself properly acceptable, and he died by means of divine judgment upon entering 
God’s presence, his dead body would be pulled out by that rope. 
 
And this process of offering sacrifices happened every year, over and over again until finally 
Jesus, our Savior, whom John the Baptist called the Lamb of God arrived on the scene. He 
became the once and for all final sacrifice for sin putting an end to man’s inability to be 
acceptable.  
 
The Author of Hebrews (10:10 NLT) writes…  
 

“For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus 
Christ, once for all time.” 

 
Suddenly every man who put their faith in Jesus was acceptable and God was accessible! 
 
In Ephesians 3:12 (NIV), the Apostle Paul wrote that,  
 

“…through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.” 
 
Jesus was the final sacrifice for sin and His blood has cleansed you and made you both 
acceptable and completely accepted so that you can approach God with freedom and 
confidence. 
 
In Ephesians 1:6 (NKJV), Paul wrote: 
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“…to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the 
Beloved.” 

 
Because of Jesus, we are accepted! 
 
So here’s 3 things we need to know about what it means to find refuge in acceptance:  
 
Finding Refuge in Acceptance means… 
 
1 - Jesus was ______________ so you wouldn’t be. 
 

John 1:11 (NIV) 
“He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.” 
 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV  

“…come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.” 

 
Man no longer has to fear that they will be rejected or be seen by God as 
unacceptable.  

 
2 - Jesus was ______________ so you wouldn’t have to be. 
 

Titus 3:5 (GNT) 
“…he saved us. It was not because of any good deeds that we ourselves had done, 
but because of his own mercy that he saved us, through the Holy Spirit, who gives 
us new birth and new life by washing us.” 
 
Jesus was perfect but rejected, so that we would never have to be rejected for 
being imperfect.  

 
John 6:28-29 (NIV) 
“Then they asked him, ‘What must we do to do the works God requires?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.’” 

 
To be accepted by God we’re not called to performance or a bunch of religious 
activity. According to Jesus the work that God requires is simply to believe in the 
one He has sent! 
 
Upon placing your faith in Jesus you’re accepted – period. You cannot add anything 
to it, or take anything from it.  

 
3 - Jesus’ ______________ by the Father shows us we are accepted.   
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Upon placing our faith in Jesus and His finished work on the cross, Jesus’ 
acceptance by God the Father became our own. 
 
Matthew 3:17(NIV) records the Father’s acceptance of His son: 
 

“And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.’” 

 
We’re completely loved and completely accepted by God the Father and according 
to the words of Jesus in John 6:37, our theme verse. 
 
“… the one who comes to Me I will most certainly not cast out [I will never, never 
reject anyone who follows Me].” 

 
Because of Jesus, you can find refuge in acceptance. You can wake up every day knowing 
that you’re His beloved, unconditionally loved and wholly approved. 

CLOSING: 
 
Romans 15:7 makes it clear… 
 
 “Accept one another, as Christ accepted you.”   
 
The wonder and amazement of the gospel is not that you accepted Jesus; it’s the stunning 
announcement that He has accepted you.  All this is to the praise of the glory of His grace.  
Find refuge right there.      
 
Today’s Confession:   “My Father loves me and my Father accepts me!”  
 
Connection Questions: 

1. Have you ever been rejected by someone you really loved? Why? How did it make 
you feel? How painful was that experience for you? Do you still desire their 
acceptance? 

2. Right now, who do you crave acceptance from the most? What will you do to gain 
that acceptance?  

3. Because we long for acceptance and we are determined to avoid rejection, what do 
we tend to do? 

4. Under the Old Covenant Law, how did one find acceptance with God?  Or, how did 
he become acceptable to God? 

5. According to the following verses, how did Jesus make things different? (see Heb. 
10:10; Eph. 3:12; Eph. 1:6) How are we now accepted by the Father? 

6. Why was Jesus rejected? Explain your answer. What does that mean for us? 
7. Because of Jesus, you can find refuge in acceptance. You can wake up every day 

knowing that you’re His beloved, unconditionally loved and wholly approved.  What 
does that mean to you today? How does that make you feel? How will this truth 
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affect your relationship with the Father? With others? With how you respond to 
others who come to our Church? 


