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Shelter-In-Grace (Part 2) 
“Finding refuge in FORGIVENESS” 

1 John 2:12 
 
Introduction: 
1 John 2:12 --“I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account 
of his name.”  
 

• Am I really 100% forgiven? 
• What if I sin and don’t repent? 
• What if I backside? 

 
Forgiveness seems to be a blind spot for many people…including Christians.  We just can’t 
get it into our heads that God HAS (past tense) forgiven us completely and for all time.  We 
have an extremely difficult time receiving unconditional forgiveness. 
 

• That just sounds too good to be true! 
• Nothing comes for free! 
• There must be a price to pay! (FYI There was – and JESUS paid it all!) 

 
The grace of God has many expressions, and we’re covering some of them during this series, 
but forgiveness is one of the biggest!  
 
Miss forgiveness and you’ll miss grace! 
 
Romans 10:4 says, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes.” 
 
When Jesus was on the cross dying for our sins, He cried out, “It is finished.” What did He 
mean when He said that? 
 
 
To declare a thing finished is to decree that all has been accomplished, everything formerly 
lacking has now been supplied.  

• The wound has been healed.   
• The obligation has been met.   
• The debt has been completely satisfied. 

 
In other words, performance-based religion has been finished, put to an end. 
 
Look at the chart below and you’ll see a consistent pattern of preaching conditional 
forgiveness prior to the cross (pre cross) and unconditional forgiveness after the cross (post 
cross). 
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Before the cross Jesus preached forgiveness as a law to be kept, after the cross look what he 
said... 
 
Acts 26:18 says, “Open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan to God, so that they may RECEIVE forgiveness of sins (as a gift) and a place among 
those who are sanctified by faith in me.” 
 
THE CROSS CHANGED EVERYTHING!  
 
Consider three wonderful truths about the gospel of unconditional forgiveness.  Without 
question, you can find refuge in these things: 
 

1. Forgiveness isn’t something God ________, it’s something He’s ___________. 
 
Before the cross Jesus preached conditional forgiveness; forgive to be forgiven.  But after 
the cross he preached this: 
 
Luke 24:46-47 says, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on 
the third day, and REPENTANCE AND FORGIVENESS of sins will be preached in his name 
to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 
 
“Forgiveness isn’t something God DOES, it’s something He’s DONE.   
 
This becomes clear when we read Luke 24:47 in the KJV: “Repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 
 
Forgiveness that HAS already taken place is called remission.  When were our sins remitted?  
On the cross.  During the Last Supper, the Lamb of God said he’d take away the sins of the 
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world when he died. 
 
Matthew 26:28 says, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.” 
 
Where was the Lord’s blood poured out?  At the cross.  Where were all your sins forgiven?  
At the cross. 
 

2. Forgiveness isn’t a reward based on your __________, it’s a free gift based on His 
______________.   

 
Forgiveness in the new covenant is a noun not a verb; it’s a gift not a work; it’s trusting not 
trying.  It’s something God gives, not something He does. (He’s done it already.).  
 
Jesus said in Matthew 5:23 (pre cross) that if you’re bringing your gift to the altar and you 
remember your brother has some THING against you, go and deal with that THING.  He said 
in Luke 17:4 (pre cross) that if your brother sins against you and repents, “Send that THING 
away.” 
 
To forgive literally means to send forth or send away.  Your sin hasn’t merely been overlooked 
or covered up; it’s been removed from you as far as the east is from the west.  If you were to 
go looking for your sins, you wouldn’t find them.  They’re gone! 
 
Hebrews 9:26 says, “But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away 
with sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

 
At the cross, the sins of the world were sent away.  This is why the risen Lord said we’re to 
proclaim forgiveness as a done deal rather than a favor to be earned.   
 
Acts 5:31 says, “God exalted him [Jesus] to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he 
might GIVE repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.” 
 
In other words… repentance is a gift!  Forgiveness is a gift!   
 
Acts 13:38 says, “I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed 
to you.” 
 
Do you see it? No hooks, no qualifications, no conditions, no bait-and-switch.  Just good 
news, delivered pure and straights. 
 

3. We don’t ______________________ for forgiveness, we ______________________ and 
say, “Thank you, Jesus!” 

 
On the cross Jesus became the propitiation for the sins of the whole world. 
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1 John 2:2 says, “And He Himself is the PROPITIATION for our sins; and not for ours only, 
but also for those of the whole world.” 
 
Propitiation is a big word, but it simply means Jesus became the sacrifice that satisfied 
completely. He turned God’s wrath away from the sin that was in you and me by taking our 
sin to the cross. 
 
Your sins have been done away with.  They’ve been blotted out, abolished, canceled, and 
dismissed.   
 
Romans 4:7-8 says, “Happy are those whose wrongs are forgiven, whose sins are pardoned!  
Happy is the person whose sins the Lord will not keep account of!” 

 
If God’s love is unconditional, then his forgiveness must be unconditional too.  And it is!  
 
You need to treat God’s forgiveness the way you treat his love—as a gift received by faith 
from start to finish.  You don’t need to beat yourself up to get it; you just need to look to the 
cross and say, “Thank you, Jesus!” 
 
I can hear it now. “But won’t I lose his forgiveness if I continue to sin or mess up?  What about 
the sin I did just last night?”   
 
If you’re battling with sin, guilt and condemnation, remember these three things: THANK. 
TURN. TRUST. 
 

• THANK God for the finished work of Jesus on the cross. 
• TURN from sin so that it doesn’t reign in your life. (Romans 6:12) 
• TRUST God for wisdom and new ways to think and act. (James 1:5) 

 
2 Peter 1:9 says, “For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten 
his purification from his former sins.” 

 
Forgiveness isn’t something to pursue, it’s something to possess and in Christ we have it. 
 
The gospel is the emphatic declaration that you have been completely and eternally forgiven 
through blood of the Lamb.  

 
Are you ready to receive this gift from God?   

Once you’ve accepted Jesus into your life, your entire position in God’s kingdom changes—
you’re no longer a sinner, but a new creation in Christ and an heir of God. 

It’s very important for you to continue hearing about Jesus and your new identity in Him, and 
to learn of all the blessings that He purchased at the cross for you to enjoy. 
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To help you in your grace walk as a believer, we encourage you connect with us here at Life 
Connection Church. 

Today’s Confession: Today I choose to find refuge in God’s unconditional forgiveness. 
 
 
 
 
Connection Questions: 

1. Why did Jesus who was grace personified preach law? 
2. How does the covenant of law do it’s condemning work? 
3. What did Jesus come to do? (Rom. 10:4) 
4. What did Jesus mean when He was hanging on the cross and said, “it is finished.” 

What is finished?  
5. Before the law people were blessed or cursed based upon what? So what did that 

mean for them? 
6. Before the cross what kind of forgiveness did the people experience? After the cross 

what kind of forgiveness do we receive? 
7. Forgiveness isn’t something God DOES, it is something He’s DONE, what does that 

mean for us today? 
8. What is forgiveness that has already taken place called in scripture? What does that 

mean in practical application? 
9. Forgiveness in the new covenant is a noun not a verb; it’s a gift not a work; it’s trusting 

not trying.  It’s something God gives, not something he does. (He’s done it already.). 
Why is it so hard for us to accept this truth?  How freeing is this truth for you today? 

10. What is propitiation? What does it mean that Jesus was the propitiation for our sins? 
(1 John 2:2) 

11. If you are battling with sin, guilt, and condemnation, what three things should we 
remember? How will these help us? 

12. Have you received this wonderful gift of unconditional forgiveness from God?  
 
Let us say today’s confession together: Today I choose to find refuge in God’s unconditional 
forgiveness. 

 


