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HOLY SPIRIT ENCOUNTER IN THE HOUSE OF CORNELIUS  
 

Scripture References: Acts 10:34-48  

Introduction  

As we transition from meeting in big groups to smaller groups like house churches, I want to 

talk to you today about a divine encounter in the house church of Cornelius. Let me walk 

you through Acts 10. Acts 10 tells a story that is one of the great turning points in the history 

of the Church. For the first time a Gentile is to be admitted into its fellowship. As a global 

and local church, we need to recognize the changes, shifting, and God’s divine direction for 

all of us individually and corporately. Since Cornelius is so important in church history let us 

listen carefully what we can learn about him.  

Cornelius was a Roman centurion stationed at Caesarea, the headquarters of the 

government of Palestine. These centurions were the backbone of the Roman army. An 

ancient historian describes the qualifications of the centurion like this, "Centurions are 

desired not to be overbold and reckless so much as good leaders, of steady and prudent 

mind, not prone to take the offensive to start fighting deliberately, but able when 

overwhelmed and hard-pressed to stand fast and die at their posts." Cornelius therefore 

was a man who first and foremost knew what courage and loyalty were. As I meditate this 

passage, I remember our very own Brother James Turner. He was a former military 

sergeant. He is a loyal friend and faithful man of God. 

Cornelius was a God-fearing man. In New Testament times this had become almost a 

technical term for Gentiles who, weary of the gods and the immoralities and the frustration 

of their ancestral faiths, had attached themselves to the Jewish religion. They did not accept 

circumcision and the Law; but they attended the synagogue and they believed in one God 

and in the pure ethic of Jewish religion. Cornelius then was a man who was seeking after 

God, and as he sought God, God found him. 

I. LUKE'S ACCOUNT OF CORNELIUS’ ENCOUNTER 

   A. CHARACTERISTICS OF CORNELIUS  

 1. A Man of Authority  

  Acts 10:1-2 (NKJV) 

There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what 

was called the Italian Regiment, a devout man and one who feared God with 

all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to 

God always.  

 2. A Devout Man 

 3. A Man Who Fear God 
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 4. A Generous Man 

 5. A Prayerful Man 

   B. THE VISION OF CORNELIUS 

1. An angel of God appears to him – Acts 10:3-6 

a. The angel told Cornelius that his prayers and gifts to the poor have been received 

by God as an offering.  

b. The angel instructed him to invite Simon Peter to his house:  "He will tell you what 

you must do." 

2. Cornelius obeyed the instructions of the angel.  Acts 10:7-8 

    C. THE VISION OF PETER 

       1. God spoke to Peter through a vision – Acts 10:9-15 

          a. A sheet descends from heaven, containing all sorts of  

            creatures 

          b. A voice tells Peter to rise kill and eat  

          c. Peter objects, not so Lord for I have never eaten common or    

             unclean. 

 d. The voice tells him, "What God has cleansed you must not call common."  

       2. The vision is repeated three times – Acts 10:16 

   D. THE HOLY SPIRIT GAVE PETER INSTRUCTIONS 

      1. Cornelius servants arrived as Peter contemplates the vision - Acts 10:17-18 

      2. The Holy Spirit told Peter to go, "doubting nothing, for I have sent them"                      

          Acts 10:19-20  

      3. Peter receives the men and takes brethren with him as they go to Cornelius  

          Acts 10:21-23 

   E. PETER ARRIVES AT CORNELIUS' HOUSE 

      1. Cornelius has gathered his family and close friends – Acts 10:24 

      2. Peter stops an attempt by Cornelius to worship him – Acts 10:25-26 

      3. Peter explains his presence is a violation of Jewish custom, but 

         now understands "I should not call any man common or unclean"  Acts 10:27-28 

      4. To explain why Peter was called, Cornelius recounts the appearance and instructions      
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           of the angel – Acts 10:29-32  

      5. Cornelius and household were ready "to hear all things commanded  you by God" –  

          Acts 10:33 

   F. PETER'S SERMON TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF CORNELIUS 

      1. He begins with a full perception that God shows no partiality   - Acts 10:34-35 

         a. A perception started with the vision of the sheet and unclean beasts 

         b. A perception continued with the Spirit's instruction to go with the messengers 

      2. Peter then proceeds to proclaim Jesus Christ – Acts 10:36-43 

         a. As Lord who was anointed with the Holy Spirit and power –  Acts 10:36-38      

         b. Who was killed, but then raised from the dead and seen by eyewitnesses who knew  

             Him well – Acts 10:39-41 

         c. Who has commanded the apostles to proclaim Him as ordained by God to be the  

             Judge of the living and dead – Acts 10:42  

         d. Through whom remission of sins is offered to those who believe – Acts 10:43  

   G. THE SPIRIT FALLS ON ALL WHO HEARD THE WORD 

      1. While Peter was still speaking – Acts 10:44 

      2. Astonishing those of the circumcision – Acts 10:45-46 

         a. Jewish Christians who had come with Peter 

         b. Because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on Gentiles also 

         c. Empowering them to speak with tongues and praise God 

   H. PETER COMMANDS THEM TO BE BAPTIZED 

      1. How could anyone forbid water to those who had received the Spirit just as the  

           apostles did? – Acts 10:47; Acts 2:1-4 

      2. So Cornelius and his household were commanded to be baptized in the name of the  

          Lord – Acts 10:48; Ac 2:38  

The events surrounding this conversion are certainly remarkable.  They evidently were 

intended to convey important truths.   

II. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THIS CONVERSION 

   A. RELIGIOUS PEOPLE NEED TO BE SAVED 

      1. Many people believe that if you are religious, you will be saved 
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      2. Clearly, being religious alone isn't what saves you 

         a. Most examples of conversion in Acts involved religious people 

         b. The basis of salvation is our faith in the finish work of Lord Jesus Christ on the cross  

            of calvary! Romans 1:16-16, 10:9-10       

   B. THE GOSPEL IS FOR ALL NATIONS 

      1. Peter perceived that God is no respecter of persons – Acts 10:34-35 

      2. Indeed, God desires that ALL men be saved -  Jn 3:16; 1Ti 2:3-6; 2Pe 3:9 

      3. Therefore He has not predestined some to be saved and others to be lost! 

   C. THE GOSPEL CULMINATES IN BAPTISM 

      1. It begins with the need to believe in Jesus – Acts 10:42-43 

      2. It ends with immersion in water – Acts 10:47-48; Acts 2:38; 8:35-38; 22:16 

      3. "Baptism is here (in Acts 2:38) a part of the proclamation of Christ.  

 

LIFE APPLICATION 

• Be Devoted to Prayer 

• Be Open to Visions and Revelations coming from the Lord  

• Be Obedient to the Voice of the Holy Spirit 

• Be Willing to Preach the Gospel to all Nationalities.  

 

CONCLUSION 

• Salvation is for everyone who believes.  

• The Holy Spirit is the only person who can bring down the walls of prejudice that 

divide us. 

• Acceptance and love for all nationalities is the heart of the gospel. 

• We glorify God for all the souls that were saved through LCC.  

 


