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CELEBRATING THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD  

 

Scripture References: Matthew 6:9-13, Psalms 68:5-6, Isaiah 9:6 

One of the greatest characteristics about God, to me, is that He is a 

father. Of His royal titles in Isaiah chapter 9, one of them is, He is 

everlasting Father. I love that the Psalms say, He is a father to the 

Fatherless. I love that Jesus said, when you pray say, our Father in 

heaven. This is something that I always made a point of instilling in my 

children as they were growing up. I wanted them to know that they have 

another Father, not just me.  

In Psalm 68, we are encouraged to celebrate the goodness of God. Psalm 

68:4 starts out with “Sing to God, sing praises to His name”. Our God is a 

Father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, a father to the orphans 

and cares for those who live without close family connection.  

In order for us to appreciate better the word “Fatherhood” let’s go back in 

history to the beginning in order for us to understand what makes and 

keeps a family. Also, since it’s Father’s Day, let us also remind ourselves 

of the roles of the father in a family.  

 

I. THE ________________ OF GOD 

Today I want to begin with the Fatherhood of God because this is the 

greatest fact behind everything that exist. One of the greatest themes of 

biblical revelation is fatherhood. There is a Father who created the 

universe and has left the imprint of His Fatherhood on every aspect of the 

entire universe.  

In Ephesians 3:14-15, Paul prays one of his great prayers; For this reason 

I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the 

whole family in heaven and earth is named, (NKJV)  

The word that is there translated “family” is the Greek word patria. And 

that word is derived directly from the Greek word for father, so the most 

literal straightforward translation would be “fatherhood”.  

This is a remarkable fact! All fatherhood in the universe ultimately goes 

back to the fatherhood of God; and that fatherhood did not begin on 

earth, it began in heaven. Fatherhood is eternal with God. It did not begin 

with time, it did not begin with human history, it began in eternity.  
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Eternally, God is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and He is so 

described in many parts of the Bible. In his gospel John says, “In the 

beginning …. the Word was with God.” That was before creation ever took 

place. The divine Word, the eternal Son of God, was with the Father. The 

Scripture says He was in the bosom of the Father. That intimate, personal 

relationship between God and the Son existed before creation ever began. 

This is an absolutely distinctive feature of Christian revelation. It makes 

Christianity unlike any other religious faith that I have ever encountered 

in the world. It reveals something unique and particular about the nature 

of God. In God, eternally, there is fatherhood. There is a relationship. 

When we come into the fullness of this revelation of God and into that 

direct relationship with God as Father, it supplies certain things which are 

conspicuously lacking in the emotional experience of perhaps the majority 

of the people in our culture.  

The three things which come out of this revelation and this relationship 

are: identity, self-worth, and security.  

1. Identity 

Identity is a real problem for modern man. Men and women want to know 

from where they came, who is behind them, how it started and who they 

are. Scripture and psychology agree that a person really does not answer 

the question, "Who am I?" until he or she knows who his or her father is.  

 

2. Self-worth  

That brings us to the second need that is supplied by this revelation of 

God the Father—the need of self-worth. In my 27 years of serving the 

Lord I meet and counsel many people whose problem were low self-

esteem, and identity issues. They had too low a picture of themselves 

which caused them many spiritual and emotional problems.  

In 1 John 3:1, it says: 

See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be 

called children of God; and such we are. 

Once we really comprehend that we are the children of God, that our 

heavenly Father loves us intimately and personally, that He is care for us, 

He is never too busy for us and He desires a direct and personal 

relationship with us, that gives us self-worth. I have seen this happen 

again and again in the lives of people.  
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3. Security 

The third great provision of God through the revelation of Father is 

security. Behind the universe is not just some scientific force or some "big 

bang," but a Father who loves us.  

Jeremiah 31:3 

The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: “Yes, I have loved you with 

an everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you. 

 

1 John 4:18 

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear 

involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 

 

John 10:27-29 

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I 

give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone 

snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is 

greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s 

hand.  

 

Luke 12:32  
 “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 

the kingdom.  

Matthew 6:9-13 

In this manner, therefore, pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be Your name. 
10 Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, 

As we forgive our debtors. 
13 And do not lead us into temptation, 

But deliver us from the evil one. 

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

II.  ___________ FATHERHOOD 
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Since the eternal character and nature of God is that of Father, it follows 
that every father, in a certain sense, represents God. In a certain sense, 

we may say that a father, a good father, is the most God-like thing a man 
can become. It is a man's highest achievement. 

 

In 1 Corinthians 11:3 Paul speaks about a relationship between God and 

the home. He says: 

But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man [or 

husband], and the man is the head of a woman, and God [the Father] is 

the head of Christ. 

So, Christ is the head of the husband and the husband, in turn, is the 

head of his wife and his family. In a certain sense, therefore, the man 

(husband and father) represents Christ to his family. He has the same 

relationship to his family that Christ has to him. 

There are three main ministries of earthly fathers which are eternally 

associated with the Lord Jesus Christ: that of a shepherd, that of prophet 

and that of a priest. Let me explain briefly what is involved in each 

ministry. 

As a shepherd, he governs and provides for his family on behalf of 

God. 

As a prophet (proclaimer of truth) he represents God to his family. 

As a priest (prayer intercessor) the father represents his family to God. 

III. THE EARTHLY FATHER AS A ______________  

The first ministry of the father in his home is a shepherd. The function of 

the father is to lead, provide and govern his household on behalf of God.   

Acts 20:28 

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the 

Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church [a]of God 

which He purchased with His own blood. 

 

1 Peter 5:1-5 

The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a 

witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that 

will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving 

as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but 

eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being 

examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 

receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. 5 Likewise you 

younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be 
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submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists 

the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  

 

Proverbs 13:22   

A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the 

wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous.  

 

IV. THE EARTHLY FATHER AS A ______________ 

 

Colossians 1:28 

Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all 

wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

 

A father's second main responsibility is prophet for his family; that is, to 

represent God to his family. The first thing we need to see is that 

inevitably a father does represent God to his family. He may intend to do 

it, he may do it well or he may do it badly but, almost inevitably, he does 

it. Psychiatrists, sociologists and those in ministry would almost all agree 

that a child normally forms its first impression of God from his father. I 

believe this was intended by God. One of the most solemn responsibilities 

that God can give any human being is to represent Himself to others. 

 

How can a father represent God to his family—to be the prophet for good 

and not for evil?  

In Ephesians 6:4, Paul is writing to fathers as he says: 

And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in 

the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

Again, in Colossians 3:21: 

Fathers, do not exasperate your children, that they may not lose heart. 

 

The New Testament, just like the Old Testament, places the responsibility 

for the spiritual education and instruction of the children fairly and 

squarely upon the shoulders of the father. Obviously, mothers have a 

great influence over children and a lot to contribute to their spiritual 

development, but, primarily, it is the father who is responsible for 

providing spiritual instruction for his children. If a father does not do it, 

there is no one else who can exactly take over that responsibility. 

 

V. THE EARTHLY FATHER AS A ___________ 

The father is the priest of his home, representing his family to God in 

intercession and prayer. A father's success in the other two ministries as 
prophet (proclaimer of truth) and shepherd are very closely tied with his 

success as an intercessor and as a priest. If he succeeds as the 
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intercessor, he will probably also succeed as the prophet and as the king. 
But if he does not understand the practice of the ministry of intercession 

for his family, then it will be very difficult for him to be either prophet or 
king in his family. 

 

There are some very beautiful examples in the Bible of fathers who 

practiced this ministry of intercession. At the opening of the book of Job 

we read that Job was a perfect and an upright man before God. He had 

seven sons and three daughters, and on one day of each week his family 

met in the house of one of his sons for feasting and fellowship. At the end 

of every week, Job rose up early and offered sacrifices on behalf of all of 

his sons, saying in his heart that maybe they had failed and were not 

right with God. So, he would offer a sacrifice on their behalf. 

The offering of those sacrifices of Job, in Old Testament terminology, 

corresponds to the ministry of intercessory prayer on behalf of our 

children under the new covenant in Jesus Christ. Every father is called to 

be an intercessor for his children.  

1 Peter 2:4-5, 9-10 

Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen 

by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up a 

spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  

 

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His 

own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called 

you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a 

people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but 

now have obtained mercy. 

 

 

Conclusion   

It is the responsibility of the fathers to know the will and the 

commandments of the God and to interpret it to their family. He should 

be God’s representative to them. If fathers fail in this function, Hosea 4:6 

declares what God will do to a family, to a nation or to a civilization when 

its fathers (priest) fail.  

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge [not scientific knowledge, 

but the knowledge of the way and the word of the Lord]: because they 

have  rejected knowledge, I will also reject you, from being priest for Me; 

because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your 

children.  
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Fathers, parents, it is our responsibility to shepherd, proclaim the truth, 

and intercede for our family. Our failure to function in this God given role 

will affect many. God is our role model. As He Father us let us also father 

our children.   

 

Discussion Questions:  

1. Why is Father’s Day celebrated? Why is such a day good/beneficial?  

2. Share a story about your father that was impactful to your life.  

3. In our sermon today, what did you understand about the 

“Fatherhood of God.”  And why is it important that we understand 

God’s Fatherhood? Ephesians 3:14-15  

4. Which of the ministries or roles of the Father do you think is being 

neglected in your home? If you are a Dad, what will you do to make 

up for your shortcomings?  

(The three ministries or roles were Shepherd, Prophet and Priest)  

5. How did you take on these roles on a daily basis? What have you 

been doing to function as priest? as prophet? as shepherd?  

6. What is your favorite memory of your father?  

7. What do you like best about your father?  

8. Has anyone in this group experience a fatherless childhood? What 

were the consequences of this? How can God fill this gap? How can 

we as the church fill this gap? 

9. Has your example been one you would encourage others to follow? 

If so, what are the highlights? If not, what can you adjust? 

10. Growing up, did you experience provision from your parents. How 

did that impact you?  

11. Do your children know that you love them unconditionally?  

12. How can you show your love for your father? How can you show 

your father that you appreciate him?  


