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THE HOUSE IN BETHANY  
           A Place of Divine Encounter 

 

Scripture References: Luke 10:38-42, John 12:1-8  

Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman 

named Martha welcomed Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat 

at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she 

approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? 

Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you 

are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen 

that good part, which will not be taken away from her.” Luke 10:38-42  

Introduction  

John also tells us that Martha and Mary have a brother - Lazarus - and that, shortly before 

Jesus' death, He raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11:17-44). Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 

are friends of Jesus. Jesus is popular, and many people would be proud to have Him as a 

guest in their house. John tells us that Jesus loved all three of them (John 11:5).    

As I was looking at this today, I want you to see that Martha welcomed Jesus into her house. 

It is common in scripture but it’s interesting how many lessons are not learned in church 

buildings and church meetings. It’s interesting to me how many lessons concerning God in 

the kingdom of God are actually learned in homes, in houses. We have a habit of thinking 

that genuine Bible teaching occurs most often in some building, a sanctuary but obviously 

that’s not true. Jesus quite often ministered and taught in homes.  

In the gospels, Jesus ministered in many different locations from fields, to boats to 

synagogues. However, on a number of occasions the Bible mentions that Jesus “entered the 

house”. Here are a few observations. Please remember that Jesus does not change. When 

He enters our churches, families and lives, we can expect the same things to happen that 

took place when He “entered the house” 2000 years ago! 

✓ When Jesus enters the house, people were saved and transformed – see Luke 19:1-

10, story of Zacchaeus   

✓ When Jesus enters the house, the sick people are healed!  Matthew 8:14-17 

✓ When Jesus enters the house, needs are met. Matthew 17:24-27 

✓ When Jesus enters the house, the dead are raised! Mark 525-43 

Martha’s Dilemma  

Martha welcomed Jesus into her house, and then went to the kitchen to fix dinner. Mary, 

Martha's sister, did NOT go to the kitchen to help, but instead "sat at Jesus' feet and heard 
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his word" (v. 39). That seems OK to me. You can't just abandon your guest while everyone 

works in the kitchen.     

But it wasn't OK with Martha. Luke says that Martha "was distracted with much serving" (v. 

40a). You know how that feels, don't you! You have experienced being distracted with too 

much work. You wanted help, and didn't know where to turn. I have been there too. I'm a 

lot like Martha. I like to work, and I usually pitch in and do my part. Sometimes I end up 

working while others sit around chatting. Maybe, like me, you know how Martha felt.    

On the other hand, Mary's focus on her relationship with Jesus was so right - and how 

Martha's anger was so disruptive. Jesus said as much. He said: "Martha, Martha, you are 

anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is needed. Mary has chosen the 

good part, which will not be taken away from her" (vv. 41-42).    

What can we learn from Martha’s dilemma?  

✓ Wrong _____________- The issue is not which one is better serving or spending time 

with Jesus. The issue is, what should be Martha’s priority? Distraction comes when 

our priority is misplaced.  

The problem with Martha is not that she is busy serving and providing hospitality. 

Certainly, Jesus commends this kind of service to the neighbor many times, notably 

in the parable of the Good Samaritan that immediately precedes the story of Mary 

and Martha. The problem with Martha is not her serving, but rather that she is 

worried and distracted. The word translated “distracted” in verse 40, periespato, has 

the connotation of being pulled or dragged in different directions. 

✓ ___________ and __________ 

This hindrance affects some personality types more than others. If you’re more like 

Martha than Mary, you’ll need to be on guard against it. Some people are prone to 

worry and fret over all sorts of things that others never even think about. Martha 

was probably thinking, “I wonder if Jesus will like the roast lamb? What will He think 

about the table setting? Have I made enough food? What is His favorite vegetable?  

Mary was the more contemplative, devotional type. I would guess that she had 

helped out before Jesus arrived. But once He got there, she became engrossed in His 

teaching and didn’t even think about the many things that were bothering Martha. 

Mary’s Encounter (Sitting at the feet of Jesus)   

In a culture of hectic schedules and the relentless pursuit of productivity, we are tempted to 

measure our worth by how busy we are, by how much we accomplish, or by how well we 

meet the expectations of others.  

Both listening and doing, receiving God’s Word and serving others, are vital to the Christian 

life, just as inhaling and exhaling are to breathing. Yet how often do we forget to breathe in 

deeply? Trying to serve without being nourished by God’s word is like expecting good fruit 

to grow from a tree that has been uprooted.   
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Because Mary chose the best, she did not experience Martha’s dilemma rather she 

encountered Jesus in their home. Let us look at Mary’s posture and attitude when Jesus 

visited their house so that we can have an idea on how to encounter Jesus.  

Mary sat at Jesus feet, this posture:  

✓ Is an Act of ________________ of His Divinity (Worship) 

When Mary saw Jesus raise her brother, it revealed to her that Jesus was much more 

than a teacher or a prophet. She knew he had power and authority that could only 

come from God. What Mary demonstrated is an act of faith to her king.  

Before you can outwardly serve God, you need first to inwardly worship God.  

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My 

Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. John 

14:23 

Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 

posts of my doors. Proverbs 8:34   

How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! Psalm 

119:103  

Therefore, I love Your commandments, more than gold, yes, than fine gold! Psalm 

119:127 

✓ Is an Act of ________________ to His Lordship  

How do we surrender to God?  

Why should we even try to surrender to God?  

Therefore, humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you 

in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 1 Peter 5:6-7 

Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross [a]daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. Luke 9:23-24 

✓ Is an Act of _______________ at the Altar  

He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is 

possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 

Matthew 26:39  

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your [b]reasonable service. 

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

Romans 12:1-2 
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✓ Is an Act of ________________ to Our King 

… You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve. Luke 4:8b 

Service is an expression of worship. What you worship, is what you will serve. 

Worship and service is always combined and what you worship you will serve. What 

you find yourself worshipping, you will find yourself serving.  

We want Mary’s (heart) and Martha’s hand.  

Conclusion  

Luke’s story is left suspended. We do not know what happened next -- whether Mary and 

Martha were reconciled, whether they were all able to enjoy the meal that Martha had 

prepared, whether Martha was finally able to sit and give her full attention to Jesus. 

We do know that Jesus invites all of us who are worried and distracted by many things to sit 

and rest in his presence, to hear his words of grace and truth, to know that we are loved and 

valued as children of God, to be renewed in faith and strengthened for service. There is 

need of only one thing and that is to sit at Jesus feet.  

We can encounter Jesus in the privacy of our homes on a daily basis. In this lockdown, we 

were given time like never before. The choice to spend time in His Word or make ourselves 

busy with so many things is ours to make. It is up to us if we will let the distraction brings us 

dilemma or like Mary, we will turn each day into an outstanding encounter with Jesus.  

Remember verse 42 of our text today, “but ONE THING is needed, and Mary has chosen that 

good part, which will not be taken away from her.”  

 


