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MEPHIBOSHETH  
God will never give up on you 

 

Scripture References: 2 Samuel 9:1-13, Luke 14:15-22 

Now David said, “Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show 

him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 2 Samuel 9:1 

Introduction  

This passage of scripture demands a background in order for us to understand fully what the 

text is truly about. Without this information this scene is not as clear as it can be. We need 

to go back for a minute to an event that happened some twenty years before. At that time 

David made a covenant with his close friend, prince Jonathan. You can read the full and very 

interesting story in 1 Samuel 20. 

From Mephibosheth’s response to the king it becomes very obvious that he is rather 

frightened at first when he is summoned to appear before him. But now we may be sure he 

is dumbfounded by such unusual kindness from the king who took his grandfather’s place. 

This is totally unheard of! We will start from here and dig deeper into the amazing gems this 

portion of scripture has to offer to us today. Let us look at God’s ways and how Christ will 

not give up on us. 

God will not give up on you  

As I look at this text many gems stand out to me. So, let’s talk about these different gems 

that God showed to Mephibosheth and is showing to us as well, reminding us that He too 

will not give up on us.  King David is called a man after God’s own heart. See in 1 Samuel 

13:14 and Acts 13:22. He is a typology of Jesus Christ.  

1. CHRIST _____________ IS UNPARALLELED - 2 Samuel 9:1 

Now David said, “Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may 

show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 2 Samuel 9:1 

Favor, Grace, Goodness, Mercy 

David says that he wants to show “kindness for Jonathan’s sake.”  The word for 

“kindness” is also translated “goodness, mercy, favor, and loving kindness.”  It is the 

Old Testament equivalent to the New Testament word “Grace.”   

Grace is often defined as “the unmerited love and favor of God toward the 

undeserving.”  Grace is one person accepting another in a positive manner in spite of 

the unworthiness of the person being accepted. 

David desires to extend grace to a member of Saul’s family.  This is amazing in light 

of the fact that in those days, when a new king came to power, he usually destroyed  



Mephibosheth  Pastor Allan P. Dytianquin 

2 
 

 

every member of the former king’s household, in an effort to prevent any rebellion 

by that family.  David had the right to execute judgment, but he chose to 

demonstrate grace instead. David did this, not because the house of Saul deserved it, 

but because of his relationship with Jonathan, and because of two promises he had 

made years before.  David had promised both Jonathan and Saul that he would not 

totally destroy their offspring, 1 Sam. 20:13-17; 1 Sam. 24:20-22.  So, this grace is 

extended because of another.  (see Psalm 103:8, 2 Timothy 1:9)  

2. WE ARE ______________ IN CHRIST’S PRESENCE – 2 Samuel 9:6-7 

Now when Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, had come to David, he 

fell on his face and prostrated himself. Then David said, “Mephibosheth?” So David 

said to him, “Do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your 

father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you 

shall eat bread at my table continually.” 2 Samuel 9:6-7   

Do not fear: These words would be cruel or meaningless unless David gave 

Mephibosheth a reason to not fear. Mephibosheth have all the reason to be afraid 

because he is Saul’s grandchild and part of the previous ruling family. As customary 

during that time to annihilate all the descendants of the previous ruling family.  

We too like Mephibosheth have all the reason to be fear our Holy God but through 

the Lord Christ we are promised that perfect love cast out fear.  

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. 

But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 1 John 4:18 

Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid for I am your God. I will strengthen 

you; I will surely help you; I will uphold you with My right hand of righteousness. 

Isaiah 41:10, Berean Study Bible 

In Lo-debar (a place of no pasture, no bread, no future) Mephibosheth had nothing.  

He was poor.  He was an outcast.  He was a fugitive. He had no hope and no 

prospects for his future.  All he had was a pair of crutches and little more. But, when 

he met King David, everything changed!  All of his present needs were met and his 

future was secured.  King David gave him something he never could have had in Lo-

debar: King David gave him a future.  

o We are promised security – John 6:37-40; John 10:28; 1 Pet. 1:5.  

o We are promised a home in Heaven – John 14:1-3.  

o We are promised that our needs would be met – Phil. 4:19, Matt. 6:25-34.  

o We are promised His presence all the way home to Heaven – Heb. 13:5; Matt. 

28:20.  
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3. CHRIST _______________ US INTO HIS FAMILY – 2 Samuel 9:7,10,11,13  

Mephibosheth ate regularly at the king’s table. In case you missed it, it’s stated four 

times: 9:7, 10, 11, 13.  

A similar promise is given to the followers of Jesus. Jesus told the disciples that they 

would eat and drink at His table in heaven (Luke 22:30).  

… that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging 

the twelve tribes of Israel.” Luke 22:30  

“I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord 

Almighty.” 2 Corinthians 6:18  

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not 

receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by 

whom we cry out, “Abba,  Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit 

that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint 

heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

Romans 8:14-17  

David’s grace to Mephibosheth is a wonderful picture of God’s grace to us through 

Jesus Christ. We are like Mephibosheth a recipient of Christ’s goodness and 

kindness.   

o We are hiding, poor, weak, lame, and fearful before our King comes to us. 

o King Jesus sought us out before we sought Him. 

o The King’s kindness is extended to us for the sake of another. 

o The King’s kindness is based on covenant. 

o The King returns to us what we lost in hiding from Him. 

o The King returns to us more than what we lost in hiding from Him. 

o We have the privilege of provision at the King’s table. 

o We are received as sons at the King’s table, with access to the King and 

fellowship with Him.  

Christ will never give up on you, so don’t ever give up on Him.   

 

4. CHRIST USE ______________ TO BLESS US – 2 Samuel 9:9-11 

And the king called to Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “I have given to your 

master’s son all that belonged to Saul and to all his house. 10 You therefore, and your 

sons and your servants, shall work the land for him, and you shall bring in the  
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harvest, that your master’s son may have food to eat. But Mephibosheth your 

master’s son shall eat bread at my table always.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons and 

twenty servants. 11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that my lord the king 

has commanded his servant, so will your servant do.” “As for Mephibosheth,” said 

the king, “he shall eat at my table like one of the king’s sons.” 2 Samuel 9:9-11 

Mephibosheth has a David, David has a Jonathan, you and I have Christ. Others 

(unbelievers and believers) will have “David” in you and me.  

David’s grace to Mephibosheth is also a pattern for us in serving and ministering to 

others. We are David.  

Many of our brethren today are in Lo-debar. We are the “David” that God wants to 

use to seek out the lame, the weak, the needy, the people who have no food to eat, 

no money to buy groceries, no milk for their babies.  

o We should look for the poor, weak, and lame to bless them. 

o We should bless others when they don’t deserve it, and bless them more 

than they deserve.  

o We should bless others for the sake of someone else. 

o We must show the kindness of God to others.  

 

CONCLUSION 

This is the Christ’s grace!  Proverbs 31:8-9 says, God will speak up for those who can’t speak 

for themselves. He will depend the right of the poor and the needy. It takes the lost sinner, 

changes him completely and gives him a seat at the Lord’s Table.  He rescued us from our 

Lo-debar and makes us one of His children.  It puts us on even standing with all the rest of 

God’s precious saints.  When you embraced His grace, He elevated you to sonship.  You are 

His child, seated at His table and His grace has taken care of your past and your infirmities. 

That is the power of Christ’s grace. He never gave up on Mephibosheth; He will never give 

up on you.  

 

 

 


