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Experiencing the Power of God 
“Walking on the Water or Clinging to the Boat” 

Matthew 14:22-33 
 
 
Background: 
 

• Miracle of feeding of 5000 
• Disciples sent out in a boat 
• Jesus goes to pray 
• Darkness falls and a storm arises 
• Fear overtakes the disciples 

 
After the victory – we often: 

! __________ what God has done 
! __________ on the circumstances 
! __________ to trust God for the future 

 
____________ precedes the display of power (see v. 23) 
 
Stepping Out of the Boat requires that you: 
 
1.  Recognize your _________ for what it really is.  
  
Storms are: 

• The contrary ________________ 
• The big ___________ in our lives 
• The things ___________ and out of our control 
• Storms are the things that make us ____________, that seemingly 

push us to the ______________ 
• “Storms are __________ opportunities where God desires to do a 

miracle” 
 
If you want to see the miracle then you’ve got to have the storm.  Without 
the storm you will not recognize your need of a miracle. 
 
There are many truths in God’s Word that you will not learn unless you 
experience them.  
 
Everyone wants God to do a miracle in their life but few are willing to pay 
the price and take the risk of miracles.  Note: John 5:1-17 -- the cost of a 
miracle. 
 
• He had to give up what was comfortably familiar. 
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• He had to give up what had given him security. 
• He had to move into a new situation. 
• He had to risk the discovery of who he really was without the same 

identity. 
• He had to face rejection. 
• He had to face a change of lifestyle. 
 
There were 12 in the boat, but only one walked on the water.  Why?   
 
2.   You must be willing to take a ________ for God. (v. 28) 

 
• We live most of our lives expecting God to work within our comfort 

zones – our little safe worlds.  We expect God to do his work within 
that safe zone.  We are most often afraid to risk anything for God!! 
 

• You will never learn faith in comfortable surroundings.  You will have to 
get out of the boat to walk on the water – you must take risks. 

 
Remember – What man considers risks are really no problem for God!   
 
3.  You must ___________ God. (v. 29a) 
 

• If we’re going to experience the miracles of God we must 
believe (trust) Him. 

 
What about the other Disciples? 
Where were they? 
Why didn’t they get out of the boat?  I believe that they had the 
same opportunity as Peter.  They could have walked on the water. 

 
4.   We cannot be ____________ by public opinion. 
 

• We are usually more concerned about what others think – not really 
considering what God thinks. 

 
• Why is it that when we try to do something for God, most of the time it 

is the saints that are the ones holding back? 
 
 
5.   We must realize that God’s power is ___________ by our faith. 
(v. 29) 
 
  How do we unlock the power of God in our lives? Matt. 12:10-13 
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6.   We must understand that __________ will hinder God’s work in 

our lives. (v. 30) 
 

• Our fears are the greatest hindrance to God’s work in our lives.  When 
we take our eyes off of Him we will begin to sink. 

• What we fear we worship 
• The devil uses fear to cripple us  
• (Matthew 12:10-13) 

 
 
7.   We must ___________ on the true source of our __________. 

(v. 30 “Lord save me.”) 
 

• He could have called on the disciples in the boat. 
• He could have tried it on his own. 
• When Peter began to sink he cried to the Lord.  He prayed.  He went to 

the miracle worker. 
• Why is it that we seem to try everything else before we go to the Lord? 

 
8.   Worship and praise must be the ___________ focus of my life. 

(v. 33) 
 

• We need to give credit where credit is due. 
• Worship is made up of two words -- “worth” and “ship” = meaning 

ascribing worth. 
• Our worship and praise is to focus on who God is and on what He has 

done in our lives. 
 
Conclusion:  
 
 In the storms of Life – NOTICE that Jesus: 

• Knows what we need 
• Is timely with His response to our need 
• Understands our weaknesses and faults 
• Is in control of the storms of our lives and knows when to stop them or 

have us walk on them. 
 


