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Celebrating Victory in the Midst of Loss 

Introduction: 

I believe that Holy Week has come just in time — we need this week and the message it brings to us. 
Throughout this past week, Christians around the globe have been remembering the life of Jesus, His 
incredible sacrifice, and today the culmination of passion week we celebrate the glorious resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead. 

Holy Week has been different this year because of the aggressive spread of a global pandemic. However, 
no plague has ever altered the truth of redemption, and this novel virus doesn’t change the reality that 
Holy Week and Easter morning reveal to us. 

The practical ways we are having to observe this special season is certainly different—video venues, in-
home communion for some, cancelled Easter egg hunts for children, etc. — but the unchanging truth of 
Easter remains unaffected by the virus. In fact, maybe even more this year it offers us renewed hope 
and victory in the middle of this pandemic and great loss. 

Think about it, Holy Week reveals contrasts: crucifixion and resurrection, death and life, 
sin and salvation, sorrow and hope. How can we best remember the victory of Christ in the middle of a 
lingering pandemic? We can renew our minds as Paul told us in Romans 12:2.  
 
Romans 12:2 (NLT) 
2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing 
and perfect. 

 
Let us look at some specific ways we can focus on the victory in the midst of all the loss:  
 

I. Focus on _________ and his timeless work on the cross, not temporary issues like 
_____________________. (Phil. 2:5-8) 

 

While almost all of us are in some way affected by the novel coronavirus, we are not alone. God is in our 
midst. Easter reminds us of this. 

 
II. Focus on the ___________, not secondary issues.  

 
The Gospel is of first importance (1Cor. 15:1-10) 
 
People are searching right now in ways we haven’t seen in our lifetime. 
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The Gospel is the declaration of the victory we have in Christ because of His substitutionary death for 
our sin on the cross and His glorious resurrection from the dead. 
 
There’s no better time than this Resurrection Sunday to receive the good news of the Gospel.  
 
 

III. Focus on real ____________, not temporary _____________. 
 
It is appropriate for us to lament the death and suffering caused by this pandemic, but it is not okay to 
constantly whine about our boredom from being cooped up in our comfortable homes. Maybe this year 
more than others we can understand anew the paradox of Good Friday.  It is good because of a blessed 
tragedy: Christ’s death bringing us salvation. 
 
As we lament, let our sorrow turn to the sinless Savior of the world, who suffered for us, and like Psalm 
13, let our sorrow turn to praise.  

 
IV. Focus on hope, not _____________.  

 
We are a people of hope, not despair. This is a time to remember the blessed hope we have in Christ (I 
Peter 1:3-9). 
 
 

V. Focus on the eternal __________ we have in the resurrection of Christ, not the 
____________ pain of the journey. 

 

Our tendency is to focus our attention on the pain of our current circumstances, and when we do that, 
we are actually missing the joy of the victory that has already been secured for us. Our outlook definitely 
affects our current journey. We can either go through this in fear and bitterness because of what we are 
seeing and experiencing, or we can rejoice in the blessings of our victory in Christ. This natural body is 
passing away, but in Christ we have the victory over sin and death. The journey is temporary, but the 
victory is sure and eternal.  

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 (NLT) 
50 What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies cannot inherit the Kingdom of 
God. These dying bodies cannot inherit what will last forever. 
51 But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we will all be transformed! 52 It will 
happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet 
sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be 
transformed. 53 For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal 
bodies must be transformed into immortal bodies. 
54 Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die,[a] this Scripture will 
be fulfilled: 
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“Death is swallowed up in victory.[b] 
55 O death, where is your victory? 
    O death, where is your sting?[c]” 

56 For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power. 57 But thank God! He gives us 
victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, 
for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless. 

 
 
Questions to Discuss: 
 

1. How has celebrating the events of Holy Week been different for you this year?  In what way has 
it been better?  In what ways has it been harder for you to truly commemorate the work of 
Christ on this special week? 

 
2. In what way have you been spiritually impacted by the current covid19 epidemic? How has this 

Easter season helped you to get things back into focus? 
 

3. How will one’s outlook affect their current journey? How does the truth of the resurrection of 
Christ help change our outlook? (See 1 Cor. 15:50-58) 
 

4. Romans 12:2 says: “Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform 
you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” (NLT) What are some specific ways that we need 
the Lord to change our thinking while we journey through this pandemic? 
 

5. In what areas do we need to adjust our thinking on this Resurrection Sunday? 
 

6. How will a Gospel focus affect our current journey? How will the Gospel change our life and 
outlook? In what practical ways can we focus on the Gospel and not the secondary issues? 
 

7. What can we do to help us get a proper perspective of real suffering rather than temporary 
discomfort? (Read Psalm 13) 
 

8. How can 1 Peter 1:3-9 help set our eyes in the right direction? Do you focus more on the hope 
you have in Jesus, or the despair all around you? Be honest. 
 

9. How can the pain of our current journey distract us from our eternal victory in Christ? What can 
we do to change that? 
 

10. Take time to praise God for the victory that we have in the midst of loss all around us. 
  


