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Discussion Questions  
For Connection Group Leaders 

 
“Devoted to the End: Anticipating the Coming of Christ” 

 
Each week you will want to include the following components in your 

Connection Group meeting: 

 
1. Welcome – This is a time for our group to have a little fun together and 

to get better acquainted with each other. It is a fantastic opportunity for 

us to glean insights into the life of each member. Use the group opener 
questions for this section of the meeting. 

 

2. Worship – This is an occasion for us to turn our focus in the right 

direction.  We spend time in praise and adoration to the Lord for who He 
is and what He has done in our lives. Let the worship lead you into a time 

of Spirit lead prayer and ministry to each other.  

 
 

Ministry: Allow your group members to edify each other with 

the spiritual gifts that God has given to them. Pray for each other 

and allow the Spirit to minister through His people.  

Is there a prophetic word? (A word of exhortation, edification, 

comfort) Is there a word of tongues and an interpretation? Does 

someone need special prayer? Etc.  

 
3. Word – As a group, we open God’s Word and we discuss the topic before 

us and learn how to apply the Word of God to our everyday situations. We 

take the sermon that was preached and make it applicable and practical to 
our everyday situations.  

 

4. Works – We discuss and plan how we as a group will actively reach out to 

the lost and hurting around us. This is where we strategize how we will 
put “shoe leather” to the truth of God’s Word. 
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◆ Lesson #1 – SIGNS OF THE END TIMES  

 

Scriptures: Matthew 24, Daniel 12 :4  

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 
 

• Today, if you could ask God any question you wanted to and knew that 

He would give you a very direct and clear answer, what would that 
question be and why would you ask that particular question?  

• What comes to your mind when you hear the word “end times”?  

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 
ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. 

 

1. Jesus message in Matthew 24-25 is commonly called the Olivet discourse. 

What prompted the Olivet discourse? Mt.24:3  

2. To clarify, what three questions did the disciples asked? Mt.24.3 

3. What might mislead the disciples into thinking the end has come? 

Mt.24:4-7 

4. In this sermon we talked about the signs of the end times. The first sign 

is “Spiritual Deception”. What will be the marks of a false Christ? Or How 

can you distinguish a false Christ?  

5. What did Jesus say about natural disasters? Mt.24:7-8 

6. We discuss at least eight signs in this lesson. From these eight signs, 
what do you think are the signs that are very evident in our time? Feel 

free to share your answer to the group.  

7. What does Jesus promise for those who endure and don’t give in? What 

must the church continue doing? Mt.24:14  

8. What will happen to Israel (the fig tree) at this time? Mt.24:32-34  

9. What is the impact of Daniel prophecy 3000 years ago to you today? 

(Global Travel and Knowledge Explosion) Dan.12:4 

10. If Jesus were to return today, would you be prepared? If not, what steps 

should you take to be more prepared?  

11. Knowing that Jesus’ coming is closer than when we first believed, how 

does this truth affect your lifestyle? What necessary adjustments are you 

willing to take?  

 

 

Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 
I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 
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CG Action Steps 
 

• As a connection group, let us encourage one another to invest on eternal 

things not on temporal, knowing that everything is shakable only God is 

unshakable.  

• Is there a friend or family that needs to hear the gospel? Maybe it’s time 

to give that family or friend an intentional visit and share the gospel or 

build friendship or invite to your connection group.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back? 
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◆ Lesson #2 – HOW DO YOU PREPARE IN THESE LAST DAYS 

 

Scriptures: Matthew 24, 25, Mark 13 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 
 

• When have you felt totally unprepared for something big that happened?  

• How do you react when you are caught off guard by something tragic?  
 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. 

 

1. Why is it important that we study the end times?  

2. Why is preparation of utmost importance in these last days?  

3. The first thing Jesus asked us to do is to be on your guard or to be 
watchful. What does “be on your guard” mean to you personally? 

Mt.24:42 

4. The second thing Jesus exhorted us to do is to pray. Knowing that the 

end is getting closer how does this truth affects your prayer life?  

5. The third thing we need to do to prepare ourselves for His coming is to be 

aware of our weaknesses. In Matthew 26:41, “Watch and pray, lest you 

enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
My question is, how aware are you of your weaknesses? (When I say 

weaknesses, our human frailty that could lead us to doors of 

temptations.) Or are you aware at all?  

6. It is not enough that we are aware of our weaknesses, it is important that 

we should do something about it. What necessary spiritual disciplines 

should you do in order not to enter the doors of temptation which are 

rampant in these last days?  

7. In Luke 12:35, in the parable of the ten virgins the oil signifies the 

infilling of the Holy Spirit. And when we talk about the infilling of the Holy 

Spirit the right question is not if you have the Holy Spirit (because if you 

are a believer you have the Holy Spirt) but the question should be does 

the Holy Spirit have you? What areas of your life still needs to be 

surrendered to the Holy Spirit?  

8. Knowing that the Lord our MASTER can return anytime, if you will be 

asked to give an account of the talents, skills and abilities that He has 

given you what do you think would be His response? Will you be 

commended?  

9. From the servants in their passage in Matthew 25:24-25, which servant 

best represent your life right now and why?  

10. As you consider Christ’s return, how can this group pray for you?  
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Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• As a connection group, let us encourage one another to invest on eternal 
things not on temporal knowing that everything is shakable only God is 

unshakable.  

• Is there a friend or family that needs to hear the gospel? Maybe it’s time 

to give that family or friend an intentional visit and share the gospel or 

build friendship or invite to your connection group.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 
them back? 
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◆ Lesson #3 – THE GODLESS MARKS OF THE LAST DAYS 

 

Scriptures : 2 Timothy 3 :1-7 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 
 

• Imagine that you are at the end of your life. You have only one shot to 

leave a final bit of wisdom to the people who are important to you, either 
members of your biological family or your church family. What would you 

say to them? What do you think they would most need to hear? 

 
Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 
ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group.  

 

Short overview of 2 Timothy (Additional help to the facilitator)  
The book of Second Timothy contains the final recorded words of the 

apostle Paul. Paul wrote this letter to his “beloved child” Timothy (1:2) 

from a Roman prison, where he was awaiting his execution. Church 

history tells us that Paul was martyred during the reign of Nero between 
A.D. 64 and A.D. 68. Although Paul was not Timothy’s biological father, 

he was his father in Christ. Timothy was a young pastor into whom Paul 

had poured his life. This letter has the tone of a dying father who knows 

he may be speaking to his son for the final time. He doesn’t waste any 

words. He tells his son what he most needs to hear. 

 

1. The picture that Paul paints of the last days in verses 2-5 bears a striking 

resemblance to what we see in our own day. What are some ways that 
you see this godless mindset promoted in our society – in others AND in 

yourself?  

2. Which of these sins did you most recently see in the news?  

3. Of all the sins listed here, which one is the root of all the others?  

4. James 5:3 says, your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a 

witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up 

treasure in the last days. What is God telling you in this verse?  

5. One of the marks of the last days is “people will be disobedient to 

parents”, have you witness this happen to people around you?   

6. What does it mean to be “always learning and never able to arrive at a 

knowledge of the truth?” (3:7) Where is ultimate truth found?  

7. According to verses 6-9, what is the character, danger and fate of the 

false teachers?  

8. How do you respond to the kind of world that is described in this 

passage?  

9. When have you “looked godly” but lacked a true heart for God?  
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10. Comparing your spiritual life to a tug of war, are you gaining or losing 

ground?   

 

 

 

Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 
 

CG Action Steps 
 

• As a connection group, let us encourage one another to invest on eternal 

things not on temporal knowing that everything is shakable only God is 

unshakable.  

• Is there a friend or family that needs to hear the gospel? Maybe it’s time 

to give that family or friend an intentional visit and share the gospel or 

build friendship or invite to your connection group.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back?  
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◆ Lesson #4 – THE CATCHING AWAY OF THE SAINTS (The Rapture) 

 

Scriptures : 1 Thessalonians 4 :13-18, John 14 :1-3 ; 1 Cor. 15 :51-52 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 
 

• What gets you excited when you hear the word heaven?   

• Describe someone you are looking forward to seeing when you get to 
heaven?  

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 
ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group.  

 

 

1. What subject is discussed beginning in 1 Thess. 4:13? What is meant by 

those who are asleep?  

2. What problems characterize those who are lost? Why do such people have 

reason for sorrow? (Think: Paul is saying that it is wrong for us to grieve 

when our loved ones die? Explain?  

3. What assurance does Paul give about those who sleep in Jesus – 4:14? By 

what authority does he speak?  

4. In 1 Thess 4:15, what does Paul explain about those who have died as 

compared to those who still remain when Jesus returns? In what way 

might this give assurance to the Thessalonians?  

5. After hearing this message on Rapture, what is your understanding of it? 

1 Thess 4:16 

6. When Christ returns, what will happen to the dead in Christ? What will 

happen to those who are still alive? 1 Thess. 4:16-17  

7. What will then be the destiny of those who have been raised from the 

dead or who are alive and meet the Lord? What does this tell us about the 

eternal destiny of the righteous?  

8. What does the Bible say will happen to the earth when Jesus returns?  

2 Peter 3:10-13 

9. How would the Thessalonians have felt if they had remained ignorant of 

the Christian’s resurrection and of Christ’s return? How would you feel if 

we did not tell you about these things?  

10. According to 1 Thess 4:18, what benefit can these teachings be to us? 

Explain how this gives us comfort?   
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Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• As a connection group, let us encourage one another to invest on eternal 

things not on temporal knowing that everything is shakable only God is 

unshakable.  
• Is there a friend or family that needs to hear the gospel? Maybe it’s time 

to give that family or friend an intentional visit and share the gospel or 

build friendship or invite to your connection group.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon Series for 2020: Devoted to the End  Message # 5 

  1 

 

◆ Lesson # 5 – THE DAY OF THE LORD (THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST) 

 

Scriptures : 1 Thessalonians 5 :1-11,  

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.)  
 

• Who is your favorite adventure hero? Why is he your favorite?   

• Have you ever been in a court of law or situation where you felt unfairly 
treated or felt the judge violated your rights?  

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 
ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group.  

 

 

1. There are over 300 separate prophecies relating to the second coming of 

Christ. For every biblical prophecy on the first coming of Christ, there are 

eight concerning His Second Coming. Christians have always believed in 

the return of Christ; however, they have often disagreed over the details. 

In our day there is a lively debate over how the Rapture (1 Thess 4:13-

18) relates to the Second Coming (Matthew 24:29-35). Some see them 

as the same event. Others see them as separated by three and a half 

years or seven years. What is your personal belief about the Rapture and 

the Second Coming? Have you studied this subject before? If so, what 

has been your position?  

Note:  

Let me remind you that many thoughtful Bible students do not see things 
the same. And I freely admit that there is no verse that says, “Christ will 

come before the Tribulation.” There is room for discussion and debate on 

this topic. In this series, we do not want to divide on this particular area. 

I encourage you to be a student of God’s Word. Read, study. Compare, 
analyze. I commend the whole topic of Bible Prophecy to you as one that 

is both fascinating and personally edifying. Even though we have often 

argued about the details surrounding his return, Christians of every 

denominations have agreed on this fact: Jesus Christ is coming again.  

2. What two illustrations did Paul use to describe the coming of the day of 

the Lord? 1 Thess.5:1-4 Why pregnant woman and thief?  

3. What will people be saying when Jesus comes? What will come upon them 

instead? 1 Thess. 5:3 

4. What different group of people is described beginning in 1 Thess. 5:4? 

How will this day affect them differently from others?  

5. Explain the contrast between drunken in verse 7 and sober in verse 8?  

6. To what are we appointed and not appointed in verse 9? What did God do 

to make this possible in verse 10?  



Sermon Series for 2020: Devoted to the End  Message # 5 

  2 

7. How does Paul describe the people who can benefit from this appointment 

of God? 1 Thess. 5:10 

8. How is the first and second coming of Christ going to be different?  

9. All of these things are signs of God’s judgment. What warning or 

reminder are you personally receiving from the Lord right now?  

10. When the Day of the Lord comes, His judgment will be complete. No one 
will be able to escape. How does this truth impact your life positively? 1 

Thess. 5:3c  

11.  How can you be better prepared for Christ’s return?  

12. In what ways can a proper understanding of Jesus’ coming benefit God’s 

people? 1 Thess.5:11 

 

 

 

Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• As a connection group, let us encourage one another to invest on eternal 

things not on temporal knowing that everything is shakable only God is 
unshakable.  

• Is there a friend or family that needs to hear the gospel? Maybe it’s time 

to give that family or friend an intentional visit and share the gospel or 

build friendship or invite to your connection group.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon Series for 2020: Devoted to the End  Message # 6 

  1 

 

◆ Lesson # 6 – THE LORD’S RETURN AND BEHAVIOR IN THE CHURCH 

 

Scriptures : 1 Thessalonians 5 :12-28 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.)  
 

• Who are the three people in this world that you love the most? Why?  

• If you are to make your last will and testament now, what will you put?  
 

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group.  
 

 

1. Name some of the commands that Paul gave to the brethren at 

Thessalonica?  

2. In verse 12, we were exhorted to respect those who work hard among us, 

who are over us in the Lord. What makes you withhold respect towards 

your spiritual leaders?  

3. Why are we exhorted to hold our spiritual leaders in highest regard in 

love? V.13 

4. 1 Thess.5:14 gives a series of instructions having to do with you and 
other people. Share a story where you’ve “admonished the unruly”, 

“helped the weak” or “encouraged the fainthearted.” Can you think of 

situation in your life where you need to put these exhortations into 

practice? Explain?  

5. What situation triggers you to be unkind? V.15 

6. Paul instructs us to be joyful always, pray continually and give thanks in 

all circumstances (1Thess.5:16-18). How are you doing in these three 
categories? If you are weak in these areas, how can you strengthen these 

characteristics in your walk with the Lord?  

7. Do you believe that the Spirit speaks to the church through prophetic 

utterances in today’s world? Explain. Also share an experience you may 

have had with this directly. V.20 

8. What are some of practical ways that we can avoid every form of evil? 

V.22 

9. Of all the commands that Paul gives in this final section. Which one do 

you need to practice most at this point? Explain.  

10. Of the various commands, which are most relevant to your church? Your 

small group? Your workplace? You?  
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Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• As a connection group, let us encourage one another to invest on eternal 

things not on temporal knowing that everything is shakable only God is 
unshakable.  

• Is there a friend or family that needs to hear the gospel? Maybe it’s time 

to give that family or friend an intentional visit and share the gospel or 

build friendship or invite to your connection group.  
• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back?  
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