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Discussion Questions  

For Connection Group Leaders 
 

“Planting Good Seed into a Good Ground” 

 
Each week you will want to include the following components in your 

Connection Group meeting: 

 
1. Welcome – This is a time for our group to have a little fun together and 

to get better acquainted with each other. It is a fantastic opportunity for 

us to glean insights into the life of each member. Use the group opener 
questions for this section of the meeting. 

 

2. Worship – This is an occasion for us to turn our focus in the right 

direction.  We spend time in praise and adoration to the Lord for who He 
is and what He has done in our lives. Let the worship lead you into a time 

of Spirit lead prayer and ministry to each other.  

 
 

Ministry: Allow your group members to edify each other with 

the spiritual gifts that God has given to them. Pray for each other 

and allow the Spirit to minister through His people.  

Is there a prophetic word? (A word of exhortation, edification, 

comfort) Is there a word of tongues and an interpretation? Does 

someone need special prayer? Etc.  

 
3. Word – As a group, we open God’s Word and we discuss the topic before 

us and learn how to apply the Word of God to our everyday situations. We 

take the sermon that was preached and make it applicable and practical to 
our everyday situations.  

 

4. Works – We discuss and plan how we as a group will actively reach out to 

the lost and hurting around us. This is where we strategize how we will 
put “shoe leather” to the truth of God’s Word. 
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◆ Lesson #1 – PRAYING FROM THE DEPTHS OF OUR HEART 

 

Scriptures: James 5 :16-18, 1 Kings 17 :17-24 

 
Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 

 

• How would you describe your life in 2019?  
• What is your heart’s desire (prayer) as you enter 2020?  

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. 

 

1. As we approach God in prayer we were commanded to “confess our sins 

to one another”. Why do you think confession is necessary?  

2. In relation to the second question, why confession first before prayer and 

not vice versa? What is the connection of this determined sequence to 

healing?  

3. In this sermon it was mentioned that “sin isolates, confession brings 

together, sin destroys, confession repairs the breach, sin makes us sick, 

confession leads to healing.” Can you share a personal testimony 

regarding this matter?  

4. Why are people hesitant to confess their sins?  

5. What happens when we fail to confess our sins?  

6. Why would confession of sins be seen as part of the healing process?  

7. When is it proper to confess one’s sin publicly?  

8. In the story in John 4 about the Samaritan woman, Jesus expose what 

the woman is trying to hide. In this account, once her secret was out in 

the open, she was set free and a revival broke out. Why do you think 

letting go of our secrets equals freedom?  

9. In James 5:17, Elijah was called a man with a nature like ours. Do you 

see yourself as being just like Elijah? Why or why not? Why did James 

describe Elijah in this way? What was his point?  

10. When was the last time you prayed to God for a request that seem to be 

impossible? What was his answer?  

11. What is it that God is showing in this lesson?  
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Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• As a connection group, initiate openness and transparency among the 

members.  

• Is there a friend or family that needs prayer? Visit and pray for them and 

share the gospel to them.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back? 
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◆ Lesson #2 – PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

 

Scriptures: James 5 :14-15 

 
Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 

 

• Who is someone that you turn to when you need prayer because you 

know that they will pray for you?  

• Have you ever had a prayer answered? I mean, where you prayed that 

something would happen and it did happen? Tell us about it?  

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group.  

 

1. What is your normal response to being sick? Does it match James 

command in verse 14? Is James prohibiting other responses like going to 

the doctor, taking medicine etc? Explain your understanding of this 

passage.   

2. Is James commanding us to “call for the elders of the church” in every 

instance of sickness or just in certain instances?  

3. Why do you think James commanded us to call for the elders of the 

church to pray for the sick person? Are the elders’ prayer somehow more 

efficient or effective than others, or are there other reasons? V14 

4. Why must the elders anoint the sick person with oil? Was this medicinal 

or symbolic? V14 

5. When do you pray more: when times are good, or when times are bad? 

Why? James 5:13 
6. Why do you think it is important that we pray often?  

7. At what point do medicine and prayer intersect? How should they work 

together to provide healing?  

8. Based on this study, how should we pray for the sick? Note to the 
facilitator: (In this study we mention 8 words that we should call to mind 

when we pray, the words, aggressively, fervently, unitedly, trustingly, 

repeatedly, confidently, gratefully, submissively).  

9. How is confession and prayer a part of the healing process?  

10. What is the connection between the physical and spiritual areas of our 

life?  
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Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• Plan to visit someone who is sick and pray for her/him. Use this as an 

opportunity to touch one’s life with God’s love.  

• Is there a friend or family that needs prayer? Visit and pray for them and 

share the gospel to them.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 
them back? 
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◆ Lesson #3 – DON’T STOP PRAYING 

 

Scriptures: Luke 18 :1-8 

 
Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 

 

• What did you use to do get your way with your parents: Cry? Bribe? 

Persist? Force? Wit? What worked best?  

• Where do you lose patience waiting: In a traffic jam? In a doctor’s office? 

In the check-out line? Getting your driver’s license renewed? Other?  

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group.  

 

1. What does the narrator say the purpose of this parable is? Who is the 

“they” in verse 1?  

2. What are the characteristics of the judge? So, what would this person be 

like? V.2  

3. What is the main action of the widow in this situation? Why would the 

widow go to such a man? Would the widow have any hope in constantly 

bothering such a man? V.3 

4. Why does the Judge finally relent? Are you persistent in prayer like the 

widow? Why or why not? What motivates the widow to be persistent? V.4 

5. What motivates you to pray?  

6. In verse 6, Jesus tells us to heed what the judge said. What did he say?  

7. What comparison does Jesus give to the story of the judge and the 

widow? What are the answers to the questions Jesus asks?  
8. Why would she be able to pray and not lose heart? What is the meaning 

of the end of verse 8? What is the connection between faith and prayer?  

9. How does our view of God affect our prayers? How does not praying 

persistently affect our own faith?  
10. Do you have a persistent prayer life? Why or why not?  

11. What does this parable say to you? 

12. What is your most urgent “plea” to God right now?  

13. How can our connection group support and join you in that prayer?  
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Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• Plan to visit someone who is sick or in need and pray for her/him. Use 

this as an opportunity to touch one’s life with God’s love.  

• Is there a friend or family that needs prayer? Visit and pray for them and 

share the gospel to them.  
• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back? 
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◆ Lesson #4 – GIVING STARTS WITH OUR HEART  

 

Scriptures: 2 Corinthians 8 :1-5 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 
 

• What is it about a person that makes you like him/her?  

• With what are you generous: Your money? Time? Talents? Toys? With 

what are you stingy? Why?  

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group.  
 

1. What do you learn about the Macedonians from their giving? V.1-4  

2. In light of the struggles in Corinth, why would Paul draw their attention 

to the Macedonian example?  

3. What would this test of generosity reveal?  

4. What principles about giving do you observe?  

5. If you were to evaluate your zeal for God in light of your check book, 

what grade would you give yourself?  

6. From this lesson, we learn that giving is an act of “grace.” What is your 

understanding of “giving as an act of grace”? 

7. What is your heart towards giving?  

8. When the heart is free, there is no limit on how much we give. This is 

what the apostle Paul is saying in verse 3. Did you experience this in 

your life? Please share.   

9. In your personal conviction, how do you view giving?  

10. When was the last time you give out of poverty? How does it feel?  

 

Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 
 

CG Action Steps 
 

• Is there someone in the group who needs help with regards to 

stewardship? Be open and share your thoughts from the Word of God.  

• Is there a friend or family that needs prayer? Visit and pray for them and 

share the gospel to them.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back? 

 




